
2014 subaru legacy issues
2014 subaru legacy issues have been a topic of concern for many car owners and potential buyers.
The 2014 Subaru Legacy is known for its comfortable ride and advanced safety features, but like any
vehicle, it is not without its challenges. This article explores common problems reported by owners,
from engine troubles to electrical issues, offering a comprehensive look at what to expect.
Understanding these issues can help current owners maintain their vehicle better and assist
prospective buyers in making informed decisions. The following sections provide detailed insights into
the most frequent 2014 Subaru Legacy issues, including transmission concerns, engine performance,
and interior component problems. Additionally, maintenance tips and recall information are covered
to help mitigate these challenges effectively.

Engine and Performance Problems

Transmission and Drivetrain Issues

Electrical System Concerns

Interior and Comfort-Related Problems

Recalls and Maintenance Tips

Engine and Performance Problems
One of the most critical areas when discussing 2014 Subaru Legacy issues involves the engine and
overall performance of the vehicle. Several owners have reported various engine-related problems
that can affect reliability and driving experience.

Oil Consumption and Leaks
Excessive oil consumption is a frequently mentioned problem in the 2014 Subaru Legacy. Many
owners have noticed the need for frequent oil top-ups between scheduled maintenance intervals. This
issue is often linked to valve cover gasket leaks or piston ring wear, which can lead to engine damage
if not addressed promptly.

Rough Idling and Stalling
Some drivers have experienced rough idling or unexpected stalling, particularly when the engine is
cold or during stop-and-go traffic. These symptoms may point to issues with the fuel injection system,
ignition coils, or faulty sensors such as the mass airflow sensor or oxygen sensors.



Check Engine Light Activation
The illumination of the check engine light is a common complaint among 2014 Subaru Legacy owners.
This warning often corresponds to problems with the emission control system, misfires, or catalytic
converter efficiency. Diagnostic trouble codes can help identify the specific cause, which should be
addressed by a qualified technician.

Transmission and Drivetrain Issues
Transmission performance is another area where 2014 Subaru Legacy owners have reported
concerns. The vehicle primarily features a continuously variable transmission (CVT), which, while
efficient, has been known to exhibit certain problems.

CVT Transmission Problems
Owners have reported issues such as hesitation during acceleration, shuddering, and unusual noises
coming from the CVT. These symptoms may indicate wear in the transmission belt or pulley system.
Regular transmission fluid changes are critical to prolonging the lifespan of the CVT and preventing
costly repairs.

All-Wheel Drive System Malfunctions
The 2014 Subaru Legacy comes equipped with Subaru’s symmetrical all-wheel drive, which is
generally reliable. However, some users have experienced drivetrain noises or uneven power
distribution, potentially caused by faulty differential components or low fluid levels.

Transmission Warning Lights
Warning lights related to transmission faults can appear on the dashboard, signaling the need for
immediate inspection. These indicators often suggest sensor failures or mechanical issues requiring
professional diagnosis and repair.

Electrical System Concerns
Electrical problems are another category of 2014 Subaru Legacy issues that can impact vehicle
usability and safety features. These concerns range from minor inconveniences to more serious
malfunctions.

Battery Drain and Charging Issues
Several owners have reported premature battery drain and challenges with the charging system.
Potential causes include alternator failure, parasitic electrical draws, or corroded wiring connections.
Regular electrical system checks can help prevent unexpected battery failures.



Faulty Dashboard Gauges and Displays
In some cases, dashboard instruments such as the speedometer, fuel gauge, or infotainment screen
may malfunction or display incorrect readings. This can be attributed to wiring issues, blown fuses, or
software glitches within the vehicle’s electronic control modules.

Malfunctioning Power Accessories
Power windows, door locks, and mirrors have occasionally been reported to operate intermittently or
fail entirely. These problems often stem from faulty switches, relays, or wiring harness problems that
require targeted repairs.

Interior and Comfort-Related Problems
While the 2014 Subaru Legacy is praised for its comfortable interior, some owners have experienced
issues related to cabin features and materials that affect long-term satisfaction.

Premature Wear of Upholstery
Reports of premature wear, tearing, or discoloration of seat upholstery have surfaced among certain
2014 Subaru Legacy models. This may be due to the quality of materials used or insufficient care and
maintenance over time.

Climate Control System Malfunctions
The heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) system has occasionally been linked to problems
such as inconsistent temperature regulation or blower motor failures. These issues can reduce
passenger comfort and require inspection of system components including the thermostat and blower
motor resistor.

Noise and Rattling Inside the Cabin
Some drivers have noted rattling or other unusual noises emanating from the dashboard or door
panels, especially over rough roads. Loose trim pieces or aging fasteners are common culprits and
can usually be resolved through careful tightening or replacement.

Recalls and Maintenance Tips
Addressing 2014 Subaru Legacy issues proactively includes awareness of manufacturer recalls and
adherence to recommended maintenance schedules. This ensures optimal performance and safety.



Notable Recalls Affecting the 2014 Legacy
Subaru has issued recalls related to potential airbag inflator defects, rear brake light malfunctions,
and possible fuel system leaks. Owners should verify recall status through official channels and seek
prompt repairs when applicable.

Recommended Maintenance Practices
Regular oil changes, timely transmission fluid replacements, and thorough inspections of key systems
such as brakes and suspension are essential. Maintaining proper tire pressure and monitoring fluid
levels also contribute to vehicle longevity.

Tips for Preventing Common Problems

Use manufacturer-recommended oil and fluids to ensure compatibility and protection.

Schedule routine diagnostic checks to detect early signs of engine or electrical issues.

Keep the vehicle clean and address minor interior wear promptly to avoid worsening damage.

Pay attention to dashboard warning lights and seek professional evaluation without delay.

Perform periodic inspections of the CVT transmission fluid and replace it according to Subaru’s
guidelines.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the common engine problems in the 2014 Subaru
Legacy?
Some 2014 Subaru Legacy owners have reported issues with excessive oil consumption and
occasional engine knocking, often related to piston ring wear or faulty head gaskets.

Does the 2014 Subaru Legacy have transmission issues?
Certain 2014 Subaru Legacy models with CVT transmissions have experienced shuddering, hesitation,
or premature wear, but these problems are not widespread and often addressed under warranty.

Are there any known electrical problems with the 2014
Subaru Legacy?
Some owners have reported issues with electrical components such as malfunctioning infotainment



systems, faulty sensors, or occasional battery drain, though these cases are relatively isolated.

Is the 2014 Subaru Legacy prone to head gasket failures?
While earlier Subaru models were notorious for head gasket problems, the 2014 Legacy has fewer
reported cases, but it's still advisable to monitor for coolant leaks or overheating as a precaution.

What suspension issues have been reported in the 2014
Subaru Legacy?
Some drivers have experienced premature wear of suspension components like struts and bushings,
leading to noises or a less comfortable ride, often resolved with routine maintenance or part
replacement.

How reliable is the 2014 Subaru Legacy overall?
The 2014 Subaru Legacy is generally considered reliable with proper maintenance, though potential
buyers should be aware of and inspect for the common issues like oil consumption, CVT concerns, and
suspension wear.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding 2014 Subaru Legacy: Common Problems and Solutions
This book dives into the most frequent issues faced by owners of the 2014 Subaru Legacy, from
engine troubles to electrical glitches. It offers detailed diagnostic tips and step-by-step repair guides,
making it an essential resource for DIY enthusiasts and mechanics alike. Readers will gain insights
into preventative maintenance to keep their vehicles running smoothly.

2. The 2014 Subaru Legacy Owner’s Troubleshooting Manual
A comprehensive manual specifically tailored for 2014 Subaru Legacy owners, focusing on
troubleshooting various mechanical and electronic problems. The book includes real-world case
studies and expert advice to help owners identify and address issues quickly. It also covers warranty
considerations and how to communicate effectively with dealerships.

3. Subaru Legacy 2014: Engine and Transmission Issues Explained
This title focuses on the heart of the 2014 Subaru Legacy: its engine and transmission systems. It
explains common failures, such as head gasket leaks and CVT transmission problems, and offers
guidance on repairs and replacements. The book also examines the root causes of these issues and
how to mitigate them through proper care.

4. Electrical System Failures in the 2014 Subaru Legacy
Exploring the electrical and electronic components of the 2014 Subaru Legacy, this book addresses
problems like faulty sensors, dashboard warning lights, and battery drainage. It provides
troubleshooting techniques and wiring diagrams to help owners and technicians trace and fix
electrical faults. The book also highlights software update recommendations.

5. DIY Maintenance and Repair for the 2014 Subaru Legacy
Perfect for hands-on Subaru owners, this guide offers practical advice on routine maintenance and



common repairs specific to the 2014 Legacy model. It includes easy-to-follow instructions for oil
changes, brake servicing, and suspension repairs, empowering owners to save money and extend the
life of their vehicle. Safety tips and tool recommendations are also covered.

6. 2014 Subaru Legacy: Recalls, Service Bulletins, and Fixes
This book compiles all the official recalls and technical service bulletins issued for the 2014 Subaru
Legacy, explaining the nature of each problem and the manufacturer’s solutions. It helps owners
understand the importance of recall repairs and how to navigate the process with Subaru dealerships.
Additionally, it discusses aftermarket fixes and their pros and cons.

7. Diagnosing Subaru Legacy 2014 Suspension and Steering Issues
Focused on the ride and handling aspects, this book reviews common suspension and steering
problems encountered in the 2014 Subaru Legacy. It covers symptoms, diagnostic strategies, and
repair options for components like struts, control arms, and power steering systems. The book aims to
improve vehicle safety and driving comfort through proper maintenance.

8. Fuel System and Emission Problems in the 2014 Subaru Legacy
This title explores issues related to the fuel delivery and emission control systems in the 2014 Subaru
Legacy. It explains causes of poor fuel economy, engine stalling, and failed emissions tests, along
with troubleshooting and repair advice. The book also discusses regulatory standards and Subaru’s
engineering responses.

9. Subaru Legacy 2014: Owner Experiences and Expert Insights
Combining owner testimonials with expert analysis, this book provides a balanced view of the 2014
Subaru Legacy’s strengths and weaknesses. It shares personal stories about common issues and how
they were resolved, offering practical tips and lessons learned. The expert commentary helps readers
make informed decisions about purchasing, maintaining, or repairing this vehicle.
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