
akron spectrum

akron spectrum is a prominent indoor arena located in Akron, Ohio, known for hosting a wide range of

events including concerts, sporting events, and family shows. This versatile venue has become a

central hub for entertainment in the region, offering state-of-the-art facilities and seating capacity that

accommodates thousands of attendees. Akron Spectrum is especially recognized for its role as the

home arena for the Akron Zips basketball teams, as well as a popular stop for touring music acts and

special events. The arena’s modern amenities, convenient location, and dynamic event schedule make

it a key destination for both residents and visitors. This article provides a comprehensive overview of

Akron Spectrum, covering its history, facilities, types of events, ticketing information, and tips for

visitors. The following sections will guide readers through everything they need to know about this

significant venue in the Akron area.

History and Background of Akron Spectrum

Facilities and Seating Arrangements

Events Hosted at Akron Spectrum

Ticketing and Accessibility Information

Visitor Tips and Nearby Amenities

History and Background of Akron Spectrum



Origins and Development

Akron Spectrum was established to provide a modern, multi-purpose arena capable of supporting a

variety of events in the Akron metropolitan area. The venue was developed as part of an effort to

enhance the city’s cultural and sports infrastructure, offering a space that could host both local and

national events. Over the years, the arena has undergone several upgrades to improve acoustics,

seating, and technology, ensuring it meets contemporary standards for entertainment venues. The

facility quickly became a vital asset for the University of Akron and the community at large.

Role in Local Sports and Community

The arena serves as the home court for the University of Akron’s men’s and women’s basketball

teams, the Akron Zips. It plays a significant role in fostering community spirit and supporting collegiate

athletics. Beyond sports, Akron Spectrum has been a gathering place for community events, charity

fundraisers, and cultural celebrations, making it an integral part of Akron’s social fabric. Its accessibility

and versatility have allowed it to host events ranging from high school graduations to large-scale

concerts.

Facilities and Seating Arrangements

Design and Capacity

Akron Spectrum features a modern design that prioritizes spectator comfort and visibility. The arena

has a seating capacity that varies depending on the event type, typically accommodating between

5,000 and 7,000 attendees. The seating is arranged to provide clear sightlines from every section,

ensuring an engaging experience for all visitors. The venue includes luxury suites, club seating, and

general admission areas to cater to different preferences and budgets.



Technological Features

The arena is equipped with advanced sound and lighting systems that enhance the quality of concerts

and performances. State-of-the-art video screens and scoreboards provide real-time updates during

sporting events. Additionally, the facility offers Wi-Fi access and modern concession stands,

contributing to a comprehensive and comfortable visitor experience. These features make Akron

Spectrum a competitive choice among regional venues.

Accessibility and Amenities

Accessibility is a key focus at Akron Spectrum, with designated seating for guests with disabilities,

wheelchair ramps, and accessible restrooms throughout the facility. Ample parking is available on-site,

along with clear signage to guide visitors. Other amenities include multiple concession areas offering a

variety of food and beverage options, merchandise stands, and family-friendly zones.

Events Hosted at Akron Spectrum

Sports Events

Akron Spectrum is primarily known for hosting collegiate basketball games featuring the Akron Zips.

These events draw large crowds and create a vibrant atmosphere for fans. In addition to basketball,

the arena occasionally hosts other sporting events such as wrestling matches, volleyball tournaments,

and exhibition games, further diversifying its event portfolio.

Concerts and Entertainment

The venue regularly attracts national and international music artists, making it a popular concert

destination in Northeast Ohio. The acoustics and stage setup are designed to accommodate a wide



range of musical genres, from rock and pop to country and classical. Besides concerts, Akron

Spectrum hosts comedy shows, family entertainment acts, and cultural performances, appealing to

diverse audiences.

Special Events and Community Programs

Beyond sports and entertainment, Akron Spectrum serves as a venue for special events such as trade

shows, conventions, graduations, and charity fundraisers. The arena’s flexible floor space allows it to

be adapted for various event formats, making it a valuable resource for community organizations and

businesses. These events contribute to the local economy and support community engagement.

Ticketing and Accessibility Information

Purchasing Tickets

Tickets for events at Akron Spectrum can be purchased through official box office outlets, authorized

ticket vendors, and online platforms. The arena offers a variety of ticket options including single-event

tickets, season passes for sports teams, and VIP packages for special events. Early purchase is

recommended for high-demand events to secure preferred seating.

Entry and Security Procedures

Upon arrival, visitors undergo standard security screenings to ensure safety within the venue. Clear

policies are in place regarding prohibited items, bag sizes, and conduct during events. Staff members

are trained to assist guests and maintain a secure environment. Entry gates open well in advance of

event start times to facilitate smooth admission.



Parking and Transportation

Akron Spectrum provides ample parking spaces in designated lots adjacent to the arena. For those

using public transportation, local bus routes connect to the venue, making it accessible without a

personal vehicle. Drop-off zones are available for ride-sharing services and taxis, offering convenient

options for attendees. Information on parking fees and shuttle services is typically available prior to

events.

Visitor Tips and Nearby Amenities

Planning Your Visit

Visitors to Akron Spectrum are advised to plan their arrival time to allow for parking, security checks,

and locating their seats. Checking the event schedule and seating chart in advance helps in making

the most of the experience. It is also beneficial to review the arena’s policies on items such as food,

beverages, and photography to avoid inconvenience.

Dining and Accommodations

The area surrounding Akron Spectrum offers a variety of dining options ranging from casual eateries to

fine dining establishments. Visitors can find local favorites as well as national chains nearby. For those

traveling from out of town, several hotels are located within a short distance from the arena, providing

comfortable accommodations with easy access to events.

Additional Attractions

Akron is home to several cultural and recreational attractions that visitors can explore before or after

events at Akron Spectrum. These include museums, parks, shopping centers, and entertainment



districts. Combining a visit to Akron Spectrum with other activities can enhance the overall experience

for guests.

Arrive early to avoid traffic and parking delays

Bring valid identification and tickets for entry

Review prohibited items and security policies beforehand

Consider public transportation or ride-sharing for convenience

Explore local dining and lodging options near the venue

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Akron Spectrum?

The Akron Spectrum is a multi-purpose arena located in Akron, Ohio, primarily used for hosting

concerts, sporting events, and other entertainment activities.

Where is the Akron Spectrum located?

The Akron Spectrum is located at 400 S Main St, Akron, Ohio, in the downtown area of the city.

What types of events are held at the Akron Spectrum?

The Akron Spectrum hosts a variety of events including concerts, ice hockey games, basketball

games, wrestling events, and family shows.



What is the seating capacity of the Akron Spectrum?

The Akron Spectrum has a seating capacity of approximately 5,500 for hockey and around 6,000 for

concerts and other events.

Is parking available at the Akron Spectrum?

Yes, there are several parking options available near the Akron Spectrum, including on-site parking

lots and nearby public parking garages.

How can I buy tickets for events at the Akron Spectrum?

Tickets for events at the Akron Spectrum can be purchased online through the official venue website,

authorized ticket vendors, or at the box office.

Are there any COVID-19 protocols currently in place at the Akron

Spectrum?

COVID-19 protocols at the Akron Spectrum may vary depending on local regulations and event

requirements; it is recommended to check the venue's official website for the latest updates before

attending.

Can I rent the Akron Spectrum for private events?

Yes, the Akron Spectrum is available for private event rentals, including corporate events, parties, and

community gatherings. Interested parties should contact the venue management for availability and

pricing.

Additional Resources

1. Akron Spectrum: The Heartbeat of a City’s Music Scene

This book delves into the rich history of the Akron Spectrum as a pivotal music venue in Ohio. It



explores the various iconic concerts and events that have taken place there, highlighting its role in

shaping the local and national music culture. Through interviews, photographs, and personal stories,

readers get a vivid picture of the venue’s impact on the community.

2. Rocking Akron: Legendary Performances at the Spectrum

Focusing on the unforgettable rock concerts held at the Akron Spectrum, this book chronicles

performances by legendary artists and bands. It offers detailed accounts of standout shows, the

atmosphere during concerts, and fan experiences. The book also examines how the Spectrum became

a hotspot for rock music enthusiasts.

3. The Akron Spectrum: From Inception to Icon

This comprehensive history traces the origins and development of the Akron Spectrum from its

construction to its status as an iconic entertainment venue. It covers architectural details, management

changes, and its evolution alongside Akron’s cultural landscape. The narrative captures the venue’s

significance beyond just music, including sports and community events.

4. Live at the Spectrum: Stories from Akron’s Premier Venue

Featuring firsthand accounts from musicians, crew, and attendees, this book provides a behind-the-

scenes look at what it was like to perform and experience events at the Akron Spectrum. The stories

reveal the challenges and triumphs of hosting large-scale shows and the camaraderie built among

those involved. It’s a tribute to the venue’s vibrant atmosphere and enduring legacy.

5. The Sound of Akron Spectrum: Music and Memories

This book explores the diverse range of musical genres that have graced the Akron Spectrum stage,

from rock and pop to hip-hop and classical. It includes interviews with artists and fans, as well as

analyses of how the venue influenced Akron’s cultural identity. Readers gain insight into the

Spectrum’s role in promoting musical diversity.

6. Akron Spectrum and the Rise of Midwest Music Venues

Placing the Akron Spectrum within the broader context of Midwest music venues, this book examines

its contribution to regional entertainment circuits. It discusses competition, collaboration, and innovation



among venues in cities like Cleveland, Cincinnati, and Detroit. The book highlights the Spectrum’s

unique features that set it apart.

7. Behind the Lights: Production Tales from Akron Spectrum

This volume provides a technical perspective on the production and logistics behind major events at

the Akron Spectrum. It covers sound engineering, lighting design, stage setup, and event management

challenges. Industry professionals share their expertise and anecdotes, offering a deeper appreciation

for the complexity of live entertainment.

8. Akron Spectrum: A Community’s Gathering Place

Focusing on the social and cultural role of the Akron Spectrum, this book explores how the venue

served as a hub for community events beyond concerts, including sports, political rallies, and charity

functions. It highlights the Spectrum’s place in Akron’s social fabric and its ability to bring people

together across different backgrounds.

9. Farewell to the Spectrum: The End of an Era in Akron

Documenting the final years and eventual closure of the Akron Spectrum, this book reflects on the

venue’s legacy and the emotions surrounding its demise. It features reflections from fans, artists, and

city officials on what the Spectrum meant to them. The book also discusses the impact of its closing

on Akron’s entertainment landscape and future plans for the site.
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