
all time leaders triple doubles

all time leaders triple doubles represent some of the most versatile and impactful players in
basketball history. Achieving a triple-double involves accumulating double-digit numbers in three
statistical categories, usually points, rebounds, and assists, within a single game. This feat highlights
a player’s all-around skill and ability to influence multiple facets of the game. Over the years, the list
of all time leaders triple doubles has grown, showcasing legends who have redefined what it means
to excel on the court. This article explores the players who top the charts in triple-double
achievements, the significance of these records, and the evolving nature of the triple-double in
professional basketball. From the pioneers of the triple-double to the modern-day stars,
understanding the all time leaders triple doubles offers valuable insight into basketball excellence
and the players’ multifaceted contributions.
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Understanding the Triple-Double
The term "triple-double" refers to a player achieving double-digit numbers in three of five major
statistical categories during a single game: points, rebounds, assists, steals, and blocks. Most
commonly, the triple-double involves points, rebounds, and assists. This statistical milestone is a
testament to a player's versatility and all-around effectiveness on the court. Coaches, analysts, and
fans recognize triple-doubles as an indicator of a player's ability to contribute in multiple
dimensions, showcasing scoring, playmaking, and rebounding prowess simultaneously.

Criteria for a Triple-Double
To officially record a triple-double, a player must accumulate at least 10 points, 10 rebounds, and 10
assists in one game. While steals and blocks are less commonly part of a triple-double, achieving
double digits in these defensive categories alongside points is rare and highly notable. The triple-
double reflects a player’s comprehensive impact on the game beyond just scoring, emphasizing well-
rounded skills.



Triple-Doubles and Player Roles
Players who frequently record triple-doubles often occupy roles that require versatility, such as point
guards with scoring and rebounding ability or forwards who facilitate offense and secure boards.
The nature of the triple-double demands not only skill but also stamina and basketball IQ to
influence various aspects of the game effectively.

Top All Time Leaders in Triple Doubles
The all time leaders triple doubles list is dominated by some of the most iconic figures in NBA
history. These players have consistently demonstrated their ability to excel across multiple statistical
categories, setting records that stand as benchmarks for future generations.

Russell Westbrook
Russell Westbrook holds the record for the most triple-doubles in NBA history, setting a new
standard for all time leaders triple doubles. Known for his relentless energy and aggressive play
style, Westbrook has surpassed previous records with a combination of scoring, assisting, and
rebounding prowess. His ability to consistently produce triple-doubles has redefined expectations for
guards in the league.

Oscar Robertson
Oscar Robertson, famously nicknamed "The Big O," was the first player to average a triple-double
over an entire NBA season. For many years, he held the record for the most career triple-doubles
and remains a significant figure in the history of all time leaders triple doubles. His pioneering
achievements paved the way for future versatile players.

Magic Johnson
Magic Johnson, a legendary point guard, is renowned for his exceptional playmaking and court
vision. Johnson ranks among the top in all time leaders triple doubles, frequently racking up assists
and rebounds alongside his scoring. His triple-doubles were instrumental in the success of the Los
Angeles Lakers during the 1980s.

Other Notable Leaders

Jason Kidd – Known for his defensive skills and passing ability.

LeBron James – A dynamic forward with scoring, passing, and rebounding.

John Stockton – Renowned for assists and steady production.



Nikola Jokić – A modern center excelling in multiple categories.

Historical Evolution of Triple Doubles
The concept of the triple-double has evolved significantly since its inception. Early basketball
statistics were limited, but as the game developed, tracking rebounds, assists, steals, and blocks
became standard, allowing for a more comprehensive understanding of player contributions.

Early Record Keeping
During the early decades of professional basketball, triple-doubles were rare and not commonly
recognized. Oscar Robertson’s emergence in the 1960s brought attention to the triple-double as a
notable achievement. His consistent ability to accumulate triple-doubles helped popularize the
milestone.

The Modern Era and Statistical Advances
With enhanced statistical tracking and analytics, the triple-double has gained increased recognition
in recent decades. Players like Magic Johnson and Jason Kidd further elevated the status of triple-
doubles in the 1980s and 1990s. The modern NBA, with its faster pace and emphasis on versatility,
has seen a surge in triple-double occurrences, notably with players like Russell Westbrook and
Nikola Jokić.

Significance of Triple Doubles in Modern Basketball
In today’s basketball landscape, all time leaders triple doubles symbolize a player's ability to impact
the game in multiple ways. The triple-double is not only a statistical achievement but also a
reflection of the evolving playing styles that emphasize versatility and adaptability.

Impact on Team Success
Players capable of recording triple-doubles often serve as the backbone of their teams, facilitating
offense, contributing defensively, and filling multiple roles. Their comprehensive skill set helps
teams maintain balance and flexibility on both ends of the floor, often translating to improved team
performance.

Recognition and Awards
Triple-double leaders frequently receive accolades such as All-Star selections, MVP awards, and Hall
of Fame inductions. The ability to consistently produce triple-doubles enhances a player's legacy and
marketability within the league.



Notable Triple-Double Performances
Throughout NBA history, several triple-double performances stand out for their statistical
dominance and situational significance. These games often highlight a player's best all-around
efforts and have become memorable moments in basketball lore.

Russell Westbrook’s 2017-18 MVP Season
During the 2017-18 season, Russell Westbrook averaged a triple-double, a feat unmatched since
Oscar Robertson. His record-breaking volume of triple-doubles during this season solidified his place
atop the all time leaders triple doubles list and demonstrated the growing prominence of the triple-
double in contemporary basketball.

Magic Johnson’s Finals Triple-Doubles
Magic Johnson recorded multiple triple-doubles in NBA Finals games, showcasing his ability to
perform under pressure. His all-around excellence was critical to the Los Angeles Lakers’
championship runs and remains a benchmark for clutch performances.

Oscar Robertson’s Consistency
Oscar Robertson’s career featured a remarkable level of consistency in accumulating triple-doubles,
setting a standard for versatility that influenced generations. His historic 1961-62 season, averaging
a triple-double, remains one of the greatest individual achievements in basketball history.

List of Memorable Triple-Double Games

Russell Westbrook’s 20+ triple-double games in a single season.

Magic Johnson’s triple-double in his rookie NBA Finals game.

LeBron James’ triple-double performances in championship series.

Nikola Jokić’s triple-doubles as a center redefining positional roles.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who holds the record for the most triple-doubles in NBA



history?
Russell Westbrook holds the record for the most triple-doubles in NBA history.

Which active NBA player is closest to breaking the all-time
triple-double record?
Russell Westbrook is the closest active NBA player to breaking the all-time triple-double record.

How many triple-doubles did Oscar Robertson record in his
career?
Oscar Robertson recorded 181 triple-doubles in his NBA career.

Who was the first player to reach 100 career triple-doubles?
Oscar Robertson was the first player to reach 100 career triple-doubles.

Which player holds the record for the most triple-doubles in a
single NBA season?
Russell Westbrook holds the record for the most triple-doubles in a single NBA season with 42.

Are triple-doubles becoming more common in the modern
NBA?
Yes, triple-doubles have become more common in recent years due to changes in play style and pace
of the game.

How many triple-doubles did Magic Johnson have during his
career?
Magic Johnson recorded 138 triple-doubles during his NBA career.

What statistical categories count towards a triple-double?
A triple-double is achieved when a player records double digits in three of the following five
categories: points, rebounds, assists, steals, and blocks.

Who is the youngest player to record a triple-double in the
NBA?
LaMelo Ball is the youngest player to record a triple-double in NBA history.



Additional Resources
1. Triple Double Dynasty: The Legends of All-Time Leaders
This book explores the careers of the greatest basketball players who have dominated the triple-
double stat category. It provides in-depth analysis of their playing styles, key games, and how they
revolutionized the game. Readers gain insight into the evolution of the triple-double and its
significance in basketball history.

2. Masters of the Triple Double: Inside the Minds of Basketball’s Elite
Delving into the strategies and mental toughness of all-time triple-double leaders, this book uncovers
what sets these players apart. Through interviews, game breakdowns, and personal stories, it
captures the essence of what it takes to consistently achieve triple-doubles. A must-read for fans and
aspiring athletes alike.

3. Triple Double Titans: The Greatest All-Time Performers
Highlighting the top players who have amassed the most triple-doubles in their careers, this book
celebrates their achievements and contributions to the sport. It includes detailed statistics,
memorable moments, and the impact these players had on their teams and the league. The book also
discusses the future of triple-double records.

4. The Art of the Triple Double: Skills and Stories from All-Time Leaders
Focusing on the technical skills required to excel in points, rebounds, and assists, this book breaks
down the mechanics behind the triple-double. It includes coaching tips, drills, and player anecdotes
that reveal how all-time leaders perfected their craft. Readers learn how dedication and versatility
combine to create triple-double success.

5. Beyond the Numbers: The Legacy of Basketball’s Triple Double Kings
This title examines the cultural and historical impact of the all-time triple-double leaders beyond
their statistics. It explores their off-court influence, leadership qualities, and how they inspired
future generations. The book paints a complete picture of these athletes as both players and icons.

6. Chasing the Triple Double: Journeys of All-Time Basketball Leaders
Follow the personal and professional journeys of the NBA’s most prolific triple-double achievers.
From early beginnings to record-breaking seasons, this narrative-driven book offers an intimate look
at the challenges and triumphs faced by these players. It highlights how perseverance and passion
fuel triple-double greatness.

7. Triple Double Records: A Statistical History of Basketball’s Finest
This comprehensive statistical guide charts the progression of triple-double records throughout
basketball history. Featuring charts, timelines, and player profiles, it serves as an essential
reference for fans and analysts. The book also discusses rule changes and trends that have
influenced triple-double achievements.

8. Triple Double Revolution: How All-Time Leaders Changed the Game
Explore how the rise of triple-double leaders transformed basketball tactics and team dynamics. This
book investigates the strategic shifts brought about by versatile players who contribute across
multiple stat categories. It includes expert commentary on how these athletes shaped modern
basketball.

9. The Triple Double Challenge: Stories of Grit and Glory from All-Time Leaders
Capturing the spirit of competition and determination, this book shares compelling stories of



memorable triple-double performances. From clutch moments to season-defining games, it
highlights the grit and glory behind these achievements. Readers are inspired by the resilience and
skill that define triple-double legends.
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