
ap world history unit 6 study guide

ap world history unit 6 study guide provides a comprehensive overview of the transformative period

from 1900 to the present, a crucial era for understanding modern global developments. This study

guide focuses on key themes such as global conflicts, decolonization, technological advancements,

and cultural shifts that define the contemporary world. It highlights major events like World War I and

II, the Cold War, and the rise of new economic powers while addressing the social and political

impacts of globalization. Students preparing for the AP World History exam will find this guide valuable

for mastering essential concepts and chronological frameworks. The guide emphasizes clear

explanations, critical terms, and thematic connections to enhance retention and application. Following

the introduction, a detailed table of contents outlines the main sections covered for easy navigation.

Global Conflicts and Their Impact

Decolonization and Nationalism

Economic Systems and Globalization

Technological and Environmental Changes

Social and Cultural Transformations

Global Conflicts and Their Impact

The first major theme in the ap world history unit 6 study guide addresses the global conflicts of the

20th century, which reshaped international relations and influenced modern political boundaries. This

section covers World War I, World War II, and the Cold War, highlighting causes, major battles,



outcomes, and long-term consequences.

World War I

World War I (1914–1918) was sparked by nationalism, militarism, imperial competition, and complex

alliances. The war involved unprecedented global participation and resulted in massive casualties and

geopolitical shifts.

Key causes: assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand, entangled alliances

Major fronts: Western Front trench warfare, Eastern Front battles

Outcomes: Treaty of Versailles, dissolution of empires (Austro-Hungarian, Ottoman)

Impact: redrawing of borders, League of Nations creation

World War II

World War II (1939–1945) was a global conflict involving Axis and Allied powers. It was triggered by

unresolved issues from WWI, economic depression, and the rise of totalitarian regimes.

Causes: Treaty of Versailles’ harsh terms, global economic instability, aggressive fascist

expansion

Significant events: Holocaust, atomic bombings, major battles like Stalingrad and Midway

Consequences: United Nations formation, beginning of the U.S. and Soviet superpower status



The Cold War

The Cold War (circa 1947–1991) was characterized by ideological conflict between the United States

(capitalism) and the Soviet Union (communism). It shaped global alliances and conflicts without direct

large-scale warfare between the superpowers.

Key elements: nuclear arms race, space race, proxy wars (Korea, Vietnam)

Major policies: containment, Truman Doctrine, détente

End: collapse of the Soviet Union and Eastern Bloc

Decolonization and Nationalism

This section of the ap world history unit 6 study guide explores the process of decolonization following

World War II and the rise of nationalist movements across Asia, Africa, and the Middle East. It

examines how former colonies gained independence and the challenges they faced in nation-building.

Causes of Decolonization

Decolonization was driven by weakened European powers after WWII, increased nationalist sentiment,

and international pressure for self-determination.

Economic exhaustion of colonial powers

Influence of the Atlantic Charter and United Nations

Resistance movements and leaders like Gandhi, Nkrumah, and Ho Chi Minh



Major Decolonization Movements

Key independence movements occurred across several regions, often involving both peaceful protests

and armed conflict.

India’s independence and partition (1947)

Algerian War of Independence against France (1954–1962)

Vietnamese struggle against French and later American forces

Sub-Saharan African nations’ independence through negotiation or revolution

Postcolonial Challenges

Newly independent states faced political instability, economic underdevelopment, and ethnic conflicts.

Creation of new national identities

Cold War influence and proxy conflicts

Efforts toward economic development and modernization



Economic Systems and Globalization

The ap world history unit 6 study guide emphasizes the evolution of global economies through

industrialization, capitalism, socialism, and the increasing interconnectedness of markets in the

contemporary era.

Industrialization and Economic Growth

Industrialization spread beyond Europe and North America during the 20th century, transforming

societies and economies worldwide.

Second industrial revolution technologies: electricity, chemicals, steel

Growth of manufacturing and urbanization

Emergence of new economic powers: Japan, South Korea

Capitalism and Socialism

The ideological divide between capitalism and socialism influenced economic policies and global

alignments during the 20th century.

Key capitalist economies: United States, Western Europe

Communist states: Soviet Union, China, Cuba

Mixed economies and reforms, including China’s market socialism



Globalization and Economic Integration

Globalization accelerated in the late 20th and early 21st centuries, driven by advances in

communication, transportation, and trade agreements.

Rise of multinational corporations

International organizations: World Trade Organization, International Monetary Fund

Economic interdependence and challenges: outsourcing, inequality

Technological and Environmental Changes

This section outlines the technological innovations and environmental issues that have defined the

modern era, reflecting their impact on societies worldwide.

Technological Innovations

Technological advances transformed daily life, warfare, and communication during the 20th century

and beyond.

Inventions: computers, internet, nuclear energy

Medical breakthroughs: antibiotics, vaccines

Transportation improvements: commercial aviation, space exploration



Environmental Challenges

Industrialization and population growth led to significant environmental concerns requiring global

attention.

Pollution and climate change

Deforestation and loss of biodiversity

International environmental agreements and activism

Social and Cultural Transformations

The ap world history unit 6 study guide concludes with an exploration of social changes and cultural

developments shaping identities and movements worldwide during this period.

Demographic Changes

Population growth and migration patterns altered the social fabric of many regions.

Urbanization and megacities

Forced and voluntary migrations

Changing family structures and gender roles



Human Rights and Social Movements

Movements advocating for equality, civil rights, and social justice gained momentum globally.

Civil Rights Movement in the United States

Feminist movements and gender equality campaigns

Anti-apartheid struggle in South Africa

Cultural Globalization

Global interaction fostered cultural exchange and hybridization, impacting arts, media, and identity.

Spread of popular culture via mass media

Preservation and revival of indigenous cultures

Debates on cultural imperialism and globalization

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes covered in AP World History Unit 6?

AP World History Unit 6 focuses on the period from 1900 to the present, covering themes such as

global conflicts (World Wars I and II), decolonization, the Cold War, globalization, technological

advancements, and social and cultural changes worldwide.



Which major global conflicts are emphasized in Unit 6 of AP World

History?

Unit 6 emphasizes World War I, World War II, and the Cold War, exploring their causes, major events,

consequences, and their impact on global political and social structures.

How does Unit 6 address the process of decolonization?

Unit 6 examines the decline of European empires after World War II, the rise of independence

movements in Asia, Africa, and the Middle East, and the challenges faced by new nations including

political instability, economic development, and Cold War influences.

What economic changes are highlighted in AP World History Unit 6?

Unit 6 highlights the shift from industrial economies to post-industrial and information economies, the

impact of globalization, the spread of capitalism and communism, economic depressions, and the

development of international economic organizations.

Which technological advancements are significant in Unit 6 of AP

World History?

Significant technological advancements covered include nuclear technology, computers,

telecommunications, medical innovations, transportation advancements like airplanes and automobiles,

and their effects on warfare, society, and the global economy.

How does Unit 6 explore social and cultural changes in the 20th and

21st centuries?

Unit 6 explores social and cultural changes such as movements for civil rights and gender equality,

changes in family and gender roles, migration and urbanization, the rise of popular culture, and the

impact of mass media and the internet on global societies.



Additional Resources

1. “The Industrial Revolution and Its Impact: A Global Perspective”

This book explores the transformative period of the Industrial Revolution, highlighting its origins in

Europe and its widespread effects across the world. It examines technological innovations, changes in

labor systems, and the rise of industrial capitalism. The text also assesses the social, economic, and

environmental consequences of industrialization on different regions.

2. “Imperialism and Expansion: The Age of New Empires”

Focusing on the late 19th and early 20th centuries, this book analyzes the causes and effects of

imperialism and colonial expansion. It covers the motivations behind European, American, and

Japanese imperialism, as well as the resistance and impact on colonized societies. The narrative

includes political, economic, and cultural dimensions of empire-building.

3. “World War I: Causes, Course, and Consequences”

This comprehensive account of World War I delves into the complex web of alliances, nationalism, and

militarism that ignited the conflict. It traces the major battles, technological advancements in warfare,

and the war’s devastating human cost. The book also discusses the Treaty of Versailles and how the

war reshaped global politics.

4. “Revolutions and Nationalism: The Struggle for Independence”

Covering key revolutionary movements from the late 19th to mid-20th centuries, this book highlights

struggles in Latin America, Africa, Asia, and the Middle East. It examines ideologies such as socialism,

nationalism, and anti-colonialism that fueled uprisings and independence movements. Readers gain

insight into the challenges of nation-building and the global spread of revolutionary ideas.

5. “The Interwar Years: Economic Turmoil and Political Change”

This book investigates the period between World War I and World War II, focusing on the Great

Depression, the rise of totalitarian regimes, and shifting international relations. It explores how

economic instability influenced political ideologies and led to significant social change worldwide. The

text also considers cultural developments and responses to global crises.



6. “World War II and the Global Conflict”

Detailing the causes, major events, and aftermath of World War II, this book offers a thorough

examination of the war’s impact on global history. It discusses the Holocaust, the use of atomic

weapons, and the realignment of world powers. The text also addresses postwar reconstruction and

the origins of the Cold War.

7. “Decolonization and the Cold War Era”

This book explores the process of decolonization in Asia, Africa, and the Caribbean against the

backdrop of Cold War tensions. It analyzes how newly independent nations navigated political,

economic, and ideological challenges. The narrative includes case studies of significant leaders and

movements that shaped the postcolonial world.

8. “Globalization and Its Discontents: The Late 20th Century”

Focusing on the latter half of the 20th century, this book examines the acceleration of globalization

through technology, trade, and cultural exchange. It discusses both the opportunities and challenges

globalization posed for different societies, including economic disparities and cultural conflicts. The text

also explores international organizations and global cooperation efforts.

9. “Modern Transformations: Society, Culture, and Environment Since 1900”

This book covers broad social and cultural changes from 1900 onward, including shifts in gender roles,

migration patterns, and environmental awareness. It highlights how scientific advancements and

ideological movements shaped modern societies. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of

the interconnectedness of global developments in this era.
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