
are the i survived books fiction or nonfiction

are the i survived books fiction or nonfiction is a question often asked by readers, educators,
and parents interested in the popular "I Survived" book series by Lauren Tarshis. This series, known
for its gripping tales of historical disasters and heroic survival stories, captivates young readers with
vivid storytelling and detailed accounts. However, the classification of these books as fiction or
nonfiction can sometimes be confusing due to their narrative style and content presentation. This
article will explore the nature of the "I Survived" books, examining their basis in historical fact, the
fictional elements incorporated, and how they fit within literary genres. Additionally, it will discuss
the educational value and appeal of the series, helping clarify whether these books should be
categorized as fiction or nonfiction.
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Understanding the "I Survived" Book Series
The "I Survived" series, written by Lauren Tarshis, is a collection of historical fiction books aimed
primarily at children and young adult readers. Each book focuses on a significant disaster or
catastrophic event in history, narrated from the perspective of a young protagonist who survives the
ordeal. The series covers a wide range of historical incidents, including natural disasters, wartime
experiences, and other dramatic events that have shaped history.

Author’s Approach and Storytelling Style
Lauren Tarshis combines historical facts with engaging narratives, creating stories that are both
informative and entertaining. The books are written in a fast-paced, accessible style that appeals to
younger audiences, making complex historical events more understandable and relatable. The
author’s approach involves extensive research to ensure historical accuracy while incorporating
fictional characters and dialogue to enhance the story.

Target Audience and Popularity
The series is especially popular among elementary and middle school students, educators, and
parents. Its appeal lies in its ability to introduce young readers to important historical events



through compelling storytelling. The books are often used in classrooms to supplement history
lessons and encourage reading engagement.

Historical Basis of the "I Survived" Books
One of the key aspects of the "I Survived" books is their foundation in real historical events. Each
book is anchored by a true disaster or significant moment in history, providing readers with factual
context about the time period, location, and circumstances surrounding the event.

Accuracy of Historical Details
The author conducts thorough research to depict the events with a high degree of historical
accuracy. This includes descriptions of the disaster itself, the social and cultural environment, and
the broader historical implications. Readers gain insight into events such as the sinking of the
Titanic, the bombing of Pearl Harbor, and the eruption of Mount Vesuvius, among others.

Inclusion of Real-Life Events and Settings
Settings, timelines, and major incidents in the books align closely with documented history. This
adherence to factual events lends authenticity to the stories and educates readers about important
moments in the past. The series helps bring history to life by portraying these events in a vivid and
personal way.

Fictional Elements in the Series
Despite their historical foundation, the "I Survived" books incorporate fictional elements that
distinguish them from pure nonfiction works. The narrative centers around fictional characters who
experience and survive the historical disasters, allowing readers to engage emotionally with the
story.

Creation of Fictional Protagonists
Each book introduces a young protagonist created by the author. These characters represent the
perspective through which readers experience the disaster, including their thoughts, feelings, and
personal growth. While the events around them are real, their individual stories are imagined to fill
in gaps and provide a relatable viewpoint.

Use of Imagined Dialogue and Scenes
To enhance the narrative and maintain reader interest, the author invents conversations, internal
monologues, and scenes that may not be documented in historical records. These fictionalized
elements help to flesh out the story and make it accessible to a younger audience while maintaining
the essence of the historical event.



Balancing Fact and Fiction
Lauren Tarshis carefully balances factual information with creative storytelling, ensuring that
fictional aspects do not distort the historical truth. The fictional characters and dialogue serve as a
vehicle for understanding the events rather than altering the facts themselves.

Genre Classification: Fiction or Nonfiction?
Determining whether the "I Survived" books are fiction or nonfiction requires an understanding of
literary genres and the purpose of the series. The books occupy a unique space that blends historical
fact with fictional storytelling, often described as historical fiction for young readers.

Definition of Historical Fiction
Historical fiction is a genre where the story is set in the past and incorporates real historical events,
but the characters and plotlines are invented or dramatized. The "I Survived" series fits this
definition, as it introduces fictional characters into authentic historical contexts.

Why They Are Not Pure Nonfiction
Although the books provide accurate historical information, they include fictional protagonists and
imagined personal experiences, which disqualify them from being classified as strict nonfiction.
Nonfiction works generally rely on factual accounts and real individuals without invented narrative
elements.

Classification in Libraries and Schools
Most libraries and educational institutions categorize the "I Survived" books under historical fiction.
This classification helps guide readers and educators in understanding the content and approach of
the series, recognizing its educational value while acknowledging its fictional components.

Educational Value and Reader Impact
The "I Survived" books serve as valuable educational tools by making history accessible and
engaging for young readers. They promote literacy, historical awareness, and empathy through
immersive storytelling.

Enhancing Historical Understanding
By presenting history through the eyes of relatable young characters, the series helps readers
connect emotionally with past events, deepening their understanding of the human experiences
behind historical facts. This approach can inspire further interest in history and research.



Developing Reading Skills and Interest
The fast-paced and suspenseful nature of the books encourages reluctant readers to engage with
literature. The combination of adventure and historical context supports vocabulary development,
comprehension, and critical thinking.

Key Features That Support Learning

Realistic historical settings and accurate timelines

Glossaries and historical notes providing additional context

Emphasis on survival and resilience themes relevant to young readers

Encouragement of empathy and perspective-taking through character-driven narratives

Frequently Asked Questions

Are the I Survived books based on true events?
The I Survived books are historical fiction; they are inspired by true events but include fictional
characters and stories.

Is the I Survived series considered fiction or nonfiction?
The I Survived series is considered fiction, specifically historical fiction, as it blends real historical
events with imagined narratives.

Do the I Survived books provide accurate historical
information?
Yes, the I Survived books incorporate accurate historical details about disasters and events, but the
storyline and characters are fictionalized for storytelling.

Can the I Survived books be used as educational resources?
While primarily fiction, the I Survived books can be used as supplementary educational tools to
engage children with historical events, but they should be paired with nonfiction sources for
accuracy.

Who is the author of the I Survived series and what is their



approach?
Lauren Tarshis is the author of the I Survived series, and she writes historical fiction to introduce
young readers to important historical events through engaging, fictionalized stories.

How do the I Survived books balance fact and fiction?
The I Survived books balance fact and fiction by accurately depicting the setting and events while
creating fictional characters and plots to make the stories relatable and engaging for children.

Additional Resources
1. I Survived the Sinking of the Titanic, 1912 (I Survived #1) by Lauren Tarshis
This is a historical fiction book that follows the story of a young boy named George who survives the
tragic sinking of the Titanic. The narrative is crafted with real historical events but told through the
eyes of a fictional character, making it an engaging and educational read for children. It combines
suspense, adventure, and history, helping readers learn about the disaster in a compelling way.

2. I Survived the Great Chicago Fire, 1871 (I Survived #2) by Lauren Tarshis
This book is another historical fiction installment in the "I Survived" series that tells the story of a
boy named Oscar who endures the devastating Chicago Fire. The story is based on true events but
includes fictional elements to bring the historical moment to life. Readers gain insight into the
challenges and heroism during the fire through a personal and thrilling narrative.

3. I Survived the Shark Attacks of 1916 (I Survived #3) by Lauren Tarshis
Set during the infamous shark attacks along the New Jersey shore, this historical fiction novel
follows Chet as he faces danger and fights for survival. The book combines factual information about
the attacks with a gripping fictional story that highlights courage and resilience. It’s both
educational and exciting, ideal for young readers interested in real-life adventures.

4. I Survived the Battle of Gettysburg, 1863 (I Survived #4) by Lauren Tarshis
This novel is set during the pivotal Battle of Gettysburg in the American Civil War. It tells the story
of a young boy named Thomas who experiences the horrors and heroism of battle firsthand. The
book blends historical facts with a fictional storyline, providing a vivid portrayal of one of America’s
most significant battles.

5. I Survived the Japanese Tsunami, 2011 (I Survived #11) by Lauren Tarshis
A more recent event covered in the series, this historical fiction book follows a boy named Ben who
survives the catastrophic tsunami in Japan. The story highlights natural disaster survival and the
impact on families and communities. It educates readers about the event while telling an emotionally
powerful tale of hope and endurance.

6. I Survived True Stories: Five Epic Disasters by Lauren Tarshis
This nonfiction companion to the "I Survived" series presents factual accounts of five major disasters
covered in the fictional series. It includes real survivor stories, photographs, and detailed
explanations, making it a great resource for readers who want to learn more about the true events
behind the books. It bridges the gap between fiction and reality effectively.

7. Surviving the Applewhites by Stephanie S. Tolan



While not part of the "I Survived" series, this is a fictional novel about a boy who finds a new family
and learns to overcome challenges. It’s a story of resilience and growth, focusing on personal
survival in a social and emotional context rather than a disaster. It’s a well-regarded children’s book
that complements themes of survival and perseverance.

8. Escape! The Story of the Great Houdini by Sid Fleischman
This biographical nonfiction book tells the story of Harry Houdini, the famous escape artist. It
explores his life and the challenges he overcame to become a legend. Though not related to
disasters, it shares the theme of survival and escaping danger, offering an inspiring true story for
young readers.

9. Hatchet by Gary Paulsen
A classic survival fiction novel, "Hatchet" tells the story of Brian, a boy stranded alone in the
Canadian wilderness after a plane crash. The book focuses on his struggle to survive using his wits
and determination. It’s a gripping tale of nature, self-reliance, and resilience, often paired with the "I
Survived" series in educational settings.
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