colts schedule 2018

colts schedule 2018 was a pivotal aspect of the Indianapolis Colts' 2018 NFL season, capturing the
attention of fans and analysts alike. The schedule outlined the matchups, dates, and venues that
shaped the team's journey throughout the year. Understanding the colts schedule 2018 provides
insights into the challenges the team faced, including key divisional games, home and away contests,
as well as critical rivalries. This article delves into the complete overview of the Colts’ 2018 season
schedule, highlighting significant games and their impact on the overall performance. Additionally, it
explores the structure of the NFL schedule and how the Colts’ opponents were determined. For
enthusiasts and followers of the franchise, this detailed breakdown offers a comprehensive look at
what the 2018 season entailed. The following sections will guide you through the full schedule, game
highlights, and the strategic implications of each matchup.

e Overview of the 2018 NFL Season Structure

Complete Colts Schedule 2018

Key Games and Rivalries

Home vs. Away Games Analysis

Impact of the Schedule on Team Performance

Overview of the 2018 NFL Season Structure

The 2018 NFL season followed a standardized schedule format used by the league to ensure
competitive balance and fairness. Each team played a total of 16 regular-season games over 17
weeks, with one bye week incorporated. The schedule included games against division rivals,
conference opponents, and teams from the opposing conference based on a rotating system.

For the Colts, the 2018 schedule was determined by their placement in the previous season and the
NFL's rotational scheduling formula. This structure meant that the Colts faced a mix of familiar AFC
South opponents and teams from other divisions, both within the American Football Conference (AFC)
and the National Football Conference (NFC).

Scheduling Formula

The NFL uses a scheduling formula that assigns opponents based on three components:

e Six games against division opponents (each team twice)
e Four games against a division from the same conference on a rotating basis

e Four games against a division from the opposite conference on a rotating basis



e Two games against teams from the remaining two divisions in the same conference, based on
the previous year's standings

This formula ensured that the Colts’ 2018 schedule included a balanced mix of easy and challenging
games, impacting their chances for playoff contention.

Complete Colts Schedule 2018

The Indianapolis Colts’ 2018 schedule featured a total of 16 regular-season games, starting in early
September and concluding in late December. The schedule included both home games at Lucas Oil
Stadium and away games across various NFL venues.

Below is a comprehensive list of the Colts’ 2018 opponents, dates, and locations:

1. Week 1: vs. Cincinnati Bengals (Home)

2. Week 2: at Tennessee Titans (Away)

3. Week 3: vs. Philadelphia Eagles (Home)

4. Week 4: at Jacksonville Jaguars (Away)

5. Week 5: at Houston Texans (Away)

6. Week 6: vs. Washington Redskins (Home)

7. Week 7: vs. Houston Texans (Home)

8. Week 8: Bye Week

9. Week 9: at Pittsburgh Steelers (Away)
10. Week 10: vs. Jacksonville Jaguars (Home)
11. Week 11: at New England Patriots (Away)
12. Week 12: vs. Dallas Cowboys (Home)
13. Week 13: vs. Tennessee Titans (Home)
14. Week 14: at New York Jets (Away)
15. Week 15: at Buffalo Bills (Away)
16. Week 16: vs. New York Giants (Home)

17. Week 17: at Jacksonville Jaguars (Away)



This schedule highlighted key divisional clashes as well as high-profile games against top teams from
across the NFL.

Key Games and Rivalries

The colts schedule 2018 was marked by several crucial games that held significant importance for the
team’s playoff aspirations and divisional standings. Rivalries within the AFC South often defined the
Colts’ season narrative.

AFC South Rivalries

The Colts faced the Tennessee Titans, Houston Texans, and Jacksonville Jaguars twice each during the
season. These divisional games were critical, as success against these opponents often determined
playoff qualification and seeding.

¢ Against Tennessee Titans: The Colts played at Tennessee in Week 2 and hosted the Titans in
Week 13, games that were expected to be highly competitive.

¢ Against Houston Texans: The Colts hosted the Texans in Week 7 and traveled to Houston in
Week 5, both matchups featuring intense physical play and strategic battles.

e Against Jacksonville Jaguars: The Colts faced the Jaguars in Weeks 4, 10, and 17, with the
final game potentially having playoff implications.

Notable Non-Divisional Games

Aside from divisional rivalries, the Colts schedule 2018 included important games against notable
teams such as the Philadelphia Eagles, Dallas Cowboys, New England Patriots, and Pittsburgh
Steelers. These matchups were opportunities to measure the Colts against some of the league’s
strongest franchises.

Home vs. Away Games Analysis

Evaluating the distribution of home and away games in the colts schedule 2018 reveals insights into
the team’s logistical challenges and potential advantages.

Home Games at Lucas Oil Stadium

The Colts played eight home games during the 2018 season, providing the advantage of familiar
surroundings, local fan support, and reduced travel fatigue. Playing at Lucas Oil Stadium was a critical
factor in the team’s strategy to secure wins.



Away Games and Travel Demands

The Colts also played eight away games, requiring travel across various time zones and stadium
environments. Away games tested the team’s resilience and adaptability, particularly against tough
opponents such as the New England Patriots and Pittsburgh Steelers.

e Home games included matchups against the Bengals, Eagles, Redskins, Texans, Jaguars,
Cowboys, Titans, and Giants.

e Away games featured trips to Tennessee, Jacksonville, Houston, Pittsburgh, New England, New
York Jets, Buffalo, and Jacksonville again.

Impact of the Schedule on Team Performance

The composition of the colts schedule 2018 had a direct impact on the team’s overall performance
and postseason prospects. The order of opponents, timing of bye week, and concentration of
divisional games influenced preparation and recovery periods.

Challenges Faced

The Colts encountered a tough stretch of games in the middle of the season, including back-to-back
away games against formidable opponents. The bye week in Week 8 provided a necessary respite,
allowing players to recover and coaches to adjust strategies.

Opportunities and Momentum

Early home games offered the Colts chances to build momentum, while late-season divisional games
were opportunities to solidify playoff positioning. The final week matchup against the Jaguars was
particularly significant for postseason qualification.

Overall, the colts schedule 2018 balanced competitive challenges with strategic opportunities, playing
a crucial role in shaping the team’s 2018 NFL campaign.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the Indianapolis Colts' overall record in the 2018
NFL season?

The Indianapolis Colts finished the 2018 NFL season with a 10-6 record.



Who was the head coach of the Colts during the 2018 season?

Frank Reich was the head coach of the Indianapolis Colts in 2018.

When did the Colts play their first game of the 2018 season?

The Colts played their first game of the 2018 season on September 9, 2018, against the Cincinnati
Bengals.

Did the Colts make the playoffs in the 2018 season?

Yes, the Indianapolis Colts qualified for the playoffs in the 2018 season.

What was a notable victory for the Colts in the 2018
schedule?

A notable victory was the Week 1 win against the Cincinnati Bengals, which was Andrew Luck's return
game after injury.

How many division games did the Colts play in the 2018
season?

The Colts played six division games in the 2018 season, facing each AFC South opponent twice.

Where can | find the full 2018 Colts schedule?

The full 2018 Colts schedule can be found on the official NFL website or the Indianapolis Colts' official
site.

Did the Colts have any prime-time games in the 2018 season?

Yes, the Colts had several prime-time games during the 2018 season, including Monday Night Football
and Sunday Night Football appearances.

Additional Resources

1. Colts 2018 Season Preview: A Detailed Look at the Schedule

This book provides an in-depth analysis of the Indianapolis Colts' 2018 NFL schedule. It breaks down
each game, highlighting key matchups and potential challenges. Fans and analysts alike will find
insights into how the schedule could impact the team's overall performance.

2. Game by Game: The Colts' 2018 Journey

Explore the Indianapolis Colts' 2018 season through a comprehensive game-by-game review. This
book details the outcomes, critical plays, and turning points in each contest. It offers readers a
narrative that captures the excitement and struggles faced throughout the year.

3. Strategic Breakdown: Colts' 2018 Schedule and Opponents



Focusing on strategy, this book examines the Colts' 2018 opponents and how the schedule influenced
coaching decisions. It discusses key rivalries, divisional clashes, and away game challenges. Football
enthusiasts will appreciate the tactical insights provided.

4. Inside the Huddle: Colts 2018 Season Challenges

Delve into the internal and external challenges faced by the Colts during their 2018 schedule. The
book covers injuries, player performances, and how the schedule's timing affected team dynamics. It
gives a behind-the-scenes look at the season.

5. Colts 2018: A Fan'’s Guide to the Season Schedule

Written for fans, this guide helps readers navigate the 2018 Colts schedule with tips on attending
games, historical context, and player spotlights. It's a perfect companion for those looking to deepen
their connection to the team during that season.

6. Turning Points: Critical Games in Colts’ 2018 Schedule

This book highlights the pivotal games in the Colts' 2018 schedule that shaped the outcome of their
season. It analyzes performance shifts and crucial moments that defined wins and losses. Readers
gain perspective on what made the season memorable.

7. The 2018 Colts: Schedule Impact on Playoff Hopes

Explore how the 2018 schedule influenced the Colts’ chances of making the playoffs. The book
discusses key matchups against division rivals and tough opponents, shedding light on the pressure
points of the season. It's an insightful read for those interested in NFL playoff dynamics.

8. Colts 2018: Behind the Schedule and Season Storylines

This narrative-driven book uncovers the stories behind the Colts' 2018 schedule, including coaching
changes, player trades, and off-field events. It connects the dots between the schedule and the
broader narrative of the team’s season.

9. Analyzing the Colts’ 2018 Schedule Strength

A statistical and analytical approach to understanding the difficulty of the Colts’ 2018 NFL schedule.
The book compares opponent records, travel demands, and timing to assess how challenging the
season was. ldeal for readers who enjoy data-driven sports analysis.
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