content and language supports staar
2023

content and language supports staar 2023 are essential components designed to
assist students in demonstrating their knowledge and skills on the STAAR (State of Texas
Assessments of Academic Readiness) exams. As the 2023 testing cycle continues,
educators and administrators need to understand how these supports function to provide
equitable testing conditions for all students, especially those with language barriers or
learning differences. This article explores the various types of content and language
supports available, their implementation guidelines, and best practices to maximize
student success on STAAR 2023 assessments. Additionally, the discussion includes
eligibility criteria, examples of accommodations, and how these supports align with Texas
education policies. By comprehensively addressing these topics, this article serves as a
vital resource for educators aiming to enhance student performance through appropriate
content and language supports. The following sections detail the key elements of content
and language supports for STAAR 2023.

e Understanding Content and Language Supports for STAAR 2023
e Types of Content and Language Supports Available

e Eligibility and Implementation Guidelines

e Best Practices for Using Supports Effectively

e Alignment with Texas Education Policies

Understanding Content and Language Supports
for STAAR 2023

Content and language supports on STAAR 2023 are specialized tools and strategies
designed to help students access the assessment content without altering the test's rigor
or expectations. These supports are particularly aimed at English learners (ELs) and
students with disabilities who might face challenges due to language proficiency or
cognitive barriers. The goal is to provide equitable opportunities for students to
demonstrate academic achievement while maintaining the validity and reliability of the
STAAR assessments.

Content supports focus on clarifying or simplifying the material presented in the test,
while language supports address linguistic challenges that could impede comprehension.
Together, these supports ensure that students are assessed on their knowledge and skills
rather than on their language limitations. Understanding the distinction between content
and language supports is critical for educators when selecting appropriate
accommodations for individual students.



Definition of Content Supports

Content supports refer to modifications or aids that assist students in understanding the
subject matter assessed in STAAR. These can include simplified vocabulary, visual aids, or
clarifications of complex concepts without changing the standards being assessed. The
purpose is to help students grasp the content better while keeping the academic
expectations consistent.

Definition of Language Supports

Language supports are accommodations that address the linguistic demands of the STAAR
assessments. These supports help students overcome difficulties related to English
language proficiency, such as providing glossaries, bilingual dictionaries, or allowing the
use of native language resources during the test. They ensure that language barriers do
not unfairly impact a student’s performance.

Types of Content and Language Supports
Available

STAAR 2023 offers a variety of content and language supports tailored to meet diverse
student needs. These supports vary depending on the subject area, grade level, and the
specific challenges faced by students. Understanding the range of available supports
enables educators to make informed decisions about which accommodations best serve
their students.

Common Content Supports

Content supports often include:

e Visual Aids: Charts, graphs, and images that help illustrate test questions.

e Simplified Instructions: Directions that are rephrased in clearer, more
straightforward language.

e Clarification of Terms: Definitions or explanations of academic vocabulary within
the test.

¢ Read-Aloud of Test Questions: Allowing students to hear the questions read aloud
to aid comprehension.

Common Language Supports

Language supports designed for ELs and students with language difficulties include:



¢ Glossaries: Bilingual or English glossaries that define key terms used in the test.

e Translation Dictionaries: Permitting the use of approved bilingual dictionaries
during the assessment.

e Language Simplification: Rewording complex sentences without altering the
question’s intent.

e Extra Time: Allowing additional time to process language and respond to test items.

Eligibility and Implementation Guidelines

Not all students automatically qualify for content and language supports on STAAR 2023.
Eligibility is determined based on individual needs, as documented through educational
plans such as Section 504 plans, Individualized Education Programs (IEPs), or English
Learner plans. The Texas Education Agency (TEA) provides specific guidelines for when
and how these supports can be implemented.

Determining Eligibility

Eligibility for content and language supports requires a thorough review of a student’s
academic history, language proficiency, and specific challenges. Students identified as
English learners typically qualify for language supports, while students with disabilities
may receive both content and language accommodations as outlined in their IEPs or 504
plans. Teachers and support staff collaborate to identify the most appropriate supports to
ensure fairness and accessibility.

Implementation Procedures

Once eligibility is established, schools must follow established procedures to implement
content and language supports during STAAR 2023 testing. This includes training test
administrators on how to provide accommodations correctly, ensuring that supports do
not compromise the integrity of the test, and monitoring student use of the supports.
Documentation of support use is critical for accountability and compliance with state
regulations.

Best Practices for Using Supports Effectively

Proper use of content and language supports is essential to maximize their effectiveness
on STAAR 2023 assessments. Educators must be strategic in selecting and applying these
supports to meet each student’s unique needs while maintaining high academic standards.



Assessing Student Needs

Effective use of supports begins with a comprehensive assessment of each student’s
language proficiency and academic strengths and weaknesses. This assessment informs
the choice of specific content and language supports that will provide the greatest benefit
without diminishing the assessment’s rigor.

Training and Collaboration

Teachers, support staff, and test administrators should receive ongoing training on the
latest STAAR 2023 accommodations policies and best practices. Collaboration among
educators, including special education and ESL specialists, ensures consistency and
accuracy in delivering supports.

Monitoring and Adjusting Supports

During the testing process, educators should monitor how students respond to the
provided supports. If a particular accommodation is ineffective or causes confusion,
adjustments may be necessary within the guidelines established by the Texas Education
Agency. Post-assessment reviews can also help refine support strategies for future testing
cycles.

Alignment with Texas Education Policies

Content and language supports for STAAR 2023 are aligned with Texas Education Agency
policies designed to promote equity and accessibility in statewide assessments. These
policies ensure that supports are standardized, fair, and compliant with federal laws such
as the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and Title III of the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act.

State Requirements for Accommodations

The TEA outlines specific requirements for allowable accommodations on STAAR
assessments. Content and language supports must not alter the construct of the test or
provide an unfair advantage. These requirements ensure that all students are assessed on
their mastery of state standards while receiving necessary assistance.

Federal Compliance Considerations

Federal mandates require that assessments accommodate students with disabilities and
English learners to the greatest extent possible. STAAR 2023 content and language
supports reflect these mandates by providing appropriate accommodations that facilitate
meaningful participation in statewide testing without lowering academic expectations.



Documentation and Reporting

Schools must document the use of content and language supports during STAAR 2023 and
report accommodation data to the TEA. This documentation supports accountability and
helps inform policy decisions aimed at improving statewide assessment practices.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are content and language supports in STAAR
20237

Content and language supports in STAAR 2023 refer to accommodations and modifications
designed to help English learners access and demonstrate their knowledge on the STAAR
assessments by providing linguistic and content-related assistance.

Who is eligible for content and language supports on
the STAAR 2023 assessments?

English learners (ELs) who are assessed with STAAR English I, English II, or English III
and meet specific criteria outlined by the Texas Education Agency are eligible for content
and language supports.

What types of content and language supports are
available for STAAR 2023?

Supports include bilingual dictionaries, glossaries, linguistic accommodations such as
simplified language, and additional tools like graphic organizers to aid comprehension and
expression during the test.

How can educators implement content and language
supports for STAAR 2023?

Educators must identify eligible students, select appropriate supports based on individual
needs, provide practice opportunities before testing, and ensure supports are used
consistently during the assessment.

Are content and language supports available for all
STAAR subjects in 2023?

No, content and language supports are primarily available for STAAR English I, English II,
and English III assessments, as these are language-heavy tests where such supports can
be most beneficial.



Where can teachers find official guidelines for content
and language supports for STAAR 2023?

Teachers can find official guidelines and resources on the Texas Education Agency (TEA)
website, which provides detailed information on eligibility, allowable supports, and
implementation procedures for STAAR 2023.

Additional Resources

1. Mastering STAAR Content and Language Supports 2023: A Comprehensive Guide
This book offers educators a detailed overview of the content and language supports
integrated into the STAAR 2023 assessments. It provides practical strategies for helping
English learners navigate test language and content effectively. The guide also includes
sample questions and annotated answers to build test-taking confidence.

2. STAAR 2023 English Language Learner Supports: Strategies and Practice

Focused specifically on English Language Learners (ELLs), this book presents targeted
supports designed to improve comprehension and performance on STAAR tests. It breaks
down language scaffolding techniques and content differentiation used in the 2023 test
format. Teachers will find lesson plans and practice exercises tailored to ELL students'
needs.

3. Content and Language Integration for STAAR Success 2023

This resource emphasizes the integration of language development with content mastery
to boost STAAR results. Covering reading, writing, and math, it highlights how language
supports can be embedded across subjects. The book offers case studies and classroom
examples to illustrate effective instructional practices.

4. Preparing Students for STAAR 2023 with Language Supports

Designed for classroom teachers, this book reviews the latest STAAR 2023 support
features and how to implement them. It explores accommodations, such as glossaries and
simplified directions, that aid students with language barriers. Additionally, it includes
assessment tips and progress monitoring tools to track student growth.

5. STAAR 2023 Language and Content Support Toolkit

This toolkit provides a collection of ready-to-use resources, including graphic organizers,
vocabulary lists, and practice worksheets aligned with STAAR 2023 standards. It focuses
on enhancing both content understanding and language proficiency. Educators will
appreciate its practical approach to scaffolding lessons for diverse learners.

6. Effective Language Supports for STAAR 2023: Teacher’s Handbook

A practical handbook for teachers, this title outlines best practices in delivering language
supports within STAAR test preparation. It discusses linguistic challenges students face
and offers step-by-step guidance on creating supportive learning environments. The book
also addresses cultural responsiveness in language instruction.

7. STAAR 2023: Language Support Strategies for Math and Science
This specialized book targets language support strategies for the math and science
sections of the STAAR 2023 assessments. It highlights key vocabulary, sentence



structures, and problem-solving language that can be barriers for students. The resource
includes sample problems with language scaffolds to improve comprehension.

8. Building Academic Language for STAAR 2023 Success

Focused on developing academic language skills, this book helps educators teach the
complex language needed to succeed on STAAR 2023. It covers syntax, discourse, and
vocabulary essential for understanding test questions and writing responses. The book
provides exercises and assessment tools to reinforce language growth.

9. Differentiated Instruction and Language Supports for STAAR 2023

This book explores how differentiated instruction can be combined with language supports
to meet diverse student needs on the STAAR 2023 test. It offers strategies for adapting
content delivery and language scaffolding based on student proficiency levels. Practical
examples and lesson adaptations make it a valuable resource for inclusive classrooms.
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