
cpt code for pulmonary function test

cpt code for pulmonary function test is essential for medical billing and coding professionals to accurately
document and claim reimbursement for respiratory diagnostic services. Pulmonary function tests (PFTs) are a
group of non-invasive procedures that assess lung function and help diagnose conditions such as asthma,
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), and other respiratory disorders. Understanding the appropriate
CPT codes allows healthcare providers to categorize these tests correctly, ensuring compliance with
insurance requirements and facilitating accurate medical records. This article explores the various CPT codes
related to pulmonary function tests, their specific applications, and the differences between these codes.
Additionally, it covers the importance of accurate coding, common billing practices, and tips for avoiding
errors. The following sections provide a comprehensive guide to CPT coding for pulmonary function tests and
related procedural nuances.

Overview of Pulmonary Function Tests

Common CPT Codes for Pulmonary Function Tests

Detailed Explanation of Specific CPT Codes

Billing and Documentation Guidelines

Frequently Asked Questions about CPT Coding for PFTs

Overview of Pulmonary Function Tests

Pulmonary function tests are clinical tools used to evaluate the respiratory system's ability to take in and
expel air, as well as to exchange oxygen and carbon dioxide efficiently. These tests measure lung volume,
capacity, rates of flow, and gas exchange. PFTs are commonly ordered for patients exhibiting symptoms such
as shortness of breath, chronic cough, or wheezing, and for monitoring chronic lung diseases.

Types of Pulmonary Function Tests

Various types of pulmonary function tests exist, each assessing different aspects of lung physiology. The
most common tests include spirometry, lung volume measurement, diffusing capacity testing, and arterial blood
gas analysis. Each type of test serves a specific diagnostic purpose and corresponds to different CPT codes for
billing.

Clinical Importance of PFTs

Performing pulmonary function tests provides critical information to healthcare providers regarding the
severity and progression of respiratory diseases. Results help guide treatment plans, monitor response to
therapy, and assess preoperative risk. Accurate coding and documentation of these tests facilitate appropriate
resource utilization and reimbursement.

Common CPT Codes for Pulmonary Function Tests

The CPT coding system classifies pulmonary function tests under specific numeric codes, each representing a
particular test or combination of tests. Proper use of these codes ensures that services are billed correctly



and reflect the complexity of the diagnostic procedures performed.

Overview of Key CPT Codes

Some of the most frequently used CPT codes related to pulmonary function testing include:

94010 – Measurement of ventilatory function, spirometry, including graphic record, total and timed
vital capacity, expiratory flow rate measurement(s), with or without maximal voluntary ventilation

94060 – Bronchodilation responsiveness, spirometry as in 94010, pre- and post-bronchodilator
administration

94375 – Respiratory flow volume loop

94726 – Measurement of lung volumes by plethysmography or gas dilution

94728 – Diffusing capacity (DLCO), single breath technique

94729 – Diffusing capacity (DLCO), multiple breath technique

94620 – Pulmonary stress test

Grouping and Bundling Considerations

Many pulmonary function tests may be performed in combination. CPT guidelines provide instructions on when
codes can be reported together or when they are considered bundled. Understanding these rules is essential to
avoid claim denials and ensure compliance with payer policies.

Detailed Explanation of Specific CPT Codes

Each CPT code for pulmonary function tests covers a distinct procedure or set of measurements. Detailed
knowledge of what each code represents helps in accurate coding and documentation.

Code 94010: Spirometry

CPT code 94010 describes the basic spirometry test, which measures the volume and flow of air during
inhalation and exhalation. This test is often the first step in evaluating a patient’s pulmonary status. It
includes recording the forced vital capacity (FVC) and forced expiratory volume in one second (FEV1), crucial
indices for diagnosing obstructive and restrictive lung diseases.

Code 94060: Spirometry with Bronchodilator Responsiveness

This code is used when spirometry is performed before and after administering a bronchodilator medication to
assess reversibility of airway obstruction. It helps distinguish between asthma and COPD. Proper
documentation of pre- and post-bronchodilator values is necessary when using 94060.



Code 94726: Lung Volume Measurement

Measurement of lung volumes using plethysmography or gas dilution techniques is reported with CPT code
94726. This test assesses total lung capacity, residual volume, and functional residual capacity, providing
information beyond spirometry, especially in restrictive lung disease evaluation.

Code 94728 and 94729: Diffusing Capacity of the Lung

These codes represent tests measuring the lung's ability to transfer gas from inhaled air to the bloodstream.
Code 94728 refers to the single breath technique, while 94729 covers the multiple breath technique. These
tests are critical in diagnosing diseases affecting the pulmonary vasculature or interstitial lung tissue.

Billing and Documentation Guidelines

Accurate billing for pulmonary function tests requires adherence to CPT guidelines and payer-specific rules.
Proper documentation supports the necessity of the test and justifies the use of specific CPT codes.

Documentation Essentials

Documentation must include the type of test performed, detailed results, indications for testing, and any pre-
and post-treatment measurements. This information is vital for compliance audits and reimbursement.

Common Billing Practices

Medical coders should verify whether multiple tests performed during the same session can be billed separately
or are subject to bundling. For example, spirometry (94010) and lung volume measurement (94726) may be
billed together, but it depends on payer policies. It is also important to use modifiers correctly when necessary.

Tips to Avoid Coding Errors

Ensure the test performed matches the CPT code billed.

Verify documentation supports the medical necessity.

Check payer-specific guidelines for bundling and modifiers.

Maintain updated knowledge of CPT code changes and revisions.

Use clear and concise documentation to facilitate claims processing.

Frequently Asked Questions about CPT Coding for PFTs

Healthcare providers and coders often have questions regarding the appropriate CPT codes for pulmonary
function tests, billing protocols, and documentation standards.



Can multiple pulmonary function tests be billed on the same day?

Yes, multiple PFTs can be billed on the same date if they are medically necessary and distinct procedures are
performed. However, some tests may be bundled under payer policies, so careful review of guidelines is necessary.

What is the difference between spirometry codes 94010 and 94060?

Code 94010 covers standard spirometry without bronchodilator testing, while 94060 includes spirometry
performed before and after bronchodilator administration to assess airway reversibility.

Are there specific CPT codes for pediatric pulmonary function tests?

The CPT codes for pulmonary function tests are generally the same for adults and children. However, the
documentation should specify the patient’s age and any special considerations in performing the test.

How often are pulmonary function tests reimbursed by insurance?

Reimbursement frequency depends on payer policies and the clinical scenario. Tests are typically reimbursed when
medically necessary for diagnosis, treatment planning, or monitoring of respiratory conditions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the CPT code for a basic pulmonary function test?

The CPT code for a basic pulmonary function test, which includes spirometry, is 94010.

Which CPT codes cover comprehensive pulmonary function testing?

Comprehensive pulmonary function testing is typically reported with CPT codes 94060 through 94799,
depending on the specific tests performed, such as lung volume measurements, diffusion capacity, and arterial
blood gases.

Is spirometry included in the pulmonary function test CPT codes?

Yes, spirometry is included and usually billed under CPT codes 94010 for basic spirometry and 94060 for
spirometry with bronchodilator response.

Can multiple pulmonary function tests be billed together using CPT codes?

Yes, multiple pulmonary function tests can be billed together if performed on the same day, but it is important
to use the appropriate CPT codes for each test and follow coding guidelines to avoid unbundling.

Are there specific CPT codes for pulmonary function tests with
bronchodilator administration?

Yes, CPT code 94060 is used for spirometry before and after bronchodilator administration to assess
reversible airway obstruction.



Additional Resources
1. Mastering CPT Coding for Pulmonary Function Tests
This comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of CPT coding specifically for pulmonary function tests. It
covers the latest coding updates, common challenges, and practical tips for accurate documentation. Ideal
for medical coders and billing professionals who want to enhance their expertise in respiratory diagnostics
coding.

2. Pulmonary Function Testing: Coding and Reimbursement Strategies
Focusing on both coding and reimbursement, this book provides detailed explanations of CPT codes related to
pulmonary function tests. It includes case studies and real-world examples to help readers navigate insurance
claims and maximize revenue. The text also discusses compliance and regulatory considerations.

3. Essential CPT Codes for Pulmonary Diagnostics
A concise reference manual that highlights the essential CPT codes used in pulmonary function testing. This
book is perfect for busy healthcare providers and coders who need quick access to code descriptions, guidelines,
and billing tips. It also addresses common coding errors and how to avoid them.

4. Clinical Pulmonary Function Testing: Coding and Documentation
Combining clinical knowledge with coding expertise, this book explains how to document pulmonary function
tests properly to support CPT coding. It emphasizes the importance of accurate clinical documentation in
ensuring appropriate code selection and billing. The book also covers the technical aspects of various
pulmonary tests.

5. Advanced Coding for Pulmonary Function Tests and Respiratory Procedures
Targeted at experienced coders, this book explores complex coding scenarios involving pulmonary function
tests and related respiratory procedures. It offers guidance on modifier usage, bundling rules, and payer-specific
requirements. Detailed coding examples help readers handle challenging cases confidently.

6. Billing and Coding Pulmonary Function Tests: A Practical Approach
This practical guide provides step-by-step instructions for billing and coding pulmonary function tests using
CPT codes. It includes tips for improving claim acceptance rates and reducing denials. The book also discusses
the integration of coding practices with electronic health records.

7. Understanding Pulmonary Function Test CPT Codes: A Beginner’s Guide
Designed for newcomers to medical coding, this beginner-friendly book introduces the fundamental CPT codes
used in pulmonary function testing. It explains terminology, coding principles, and documentation requirements in
simple language. The book also offers quizzes and exercises to reinforce learning.

8. Respiratory Therapy Coding and CPT Guidelines
This resource focuses on the intersection of respiratory therapy and CPT coding, with an emphasis on
pulmonary function tests. It helps therapists and coders understand how to accurately capture procedures
for billing purposes. The book reviews updates to coding guidelines and payer policies.

9. The Complete Pulmonary Function Test Coding Handbook
An all-encompassing handbook that covers every aspect of coding pulmonary function tests with CPT codes.
It includes detailed code descriptions, coding tips, regulatory updates, and billing advice. Suitable for
healthcare administrators, coders, and clinicians aiming for coding accuracy and compliance.
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