crazy for you synopsis

crazy for you synopsis offers a comprehensive overview of the beloved musical
that has captivated audiences since its debut. This article provides an in-
depth exploration of the storyline, key characters, notable songs, and the
historical context surrounding the production. Understanding the crazy for
you synopsis is essential for theater enthusiasts, students, and anyone
interested in American musical theater. The synopsis not only highlights the
plot but also emphasizes the themes, setting, and the creative genius behind
the musical. Additionally, the article outlines the critical reception and
legacy of crazy for you, showcasing why it remains a significant work in the
musical theater canon. Below is a detailed table of contents to navigate the
main sections covered in this article.
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Overview of Crazy for You

Crazy for You is a musical comedy that premiered in 1992, featuring a score
composed of songs by George and Ira Gershwin. It is a reimagining of the 1930
musical Girl Crazy, blending classic Gershwin tunes with a new storyline that
emphasizes humor, romance, and high-energy dance. The musical is set
primarily in the 1930s and incorporates elements of classic American musical
theater, including tap dance and romantic comedy. This overview provides the
foundation for understanding the subsequent detailed crazy for you synopsis,
highlighting its significance in the world of musical theater.

Detailed Plot Synopsis

The heart of the crazy for you synopsis lies in its engaging and comedic
plot. The story follows Bobby Child, a wealthy New Yorker who dreams of
becoming a professional Broadway performer despite his banker parents'
wishes. After being sent to a small town in Nevada to foreclose on a rundown
theater, Bobby encounters Polly Baker, the spirited daughter of the theater's



owner. As Bobby falls in love with Polly, he strives to save the theater by
producing a lavish show, leading to a series of comedic and romantic
escapades.

Act One

Act One introduces Bobby Child and his conflict between following his passion
and adhering to his parents' expectations. His arrival in Deadrock, Nevada,
sets the stage for his romantic interest in Polly Baker. The act includes
Bobby's initial attempts to conceal his real identity and his efforts to win
over Polly and the townspeople by reviving the theater.

Act Two

In Act Two, the plot thickens as Bobby faces challenges from his overbearing
mother and the scheming Bela Zangler, who aims to sabotage the production.
The act culminates in a spectacular theatrical performance, showcasing
Bobby's determination and love for Polly. The resolution ties up the romantic
and professional conflicts, delivering a satisfying conclusion to the crazy
for you synopsis.

Main Characters and Their Roles

The crazy for you synopsis is brought to life through its memorable and well-
developed characters. Each character plays a vital role in advancing the plot
and enriching the musical’s themes of love, ambition, and perseverance.

e Bobby Child: The protagonist, a wealthy and talented man torn between
his passion for theater and his parents' expectations.

e Polly Baker: The determined and resourceful daughter of the local
theater owner, who becomes Bobby’s love interest.

e Gus Baker: Polly’s father and the owner of the theater facing
foreclosure.

e Liza Elliott: Bobby’s former girlfriend, who complicates his romantic
pursuits.

e Bela Zangler: The antagonist, a producer intent on sabotaging the
theater’s success.



Musical Numbers and Songs

The musical’s soundtrack is a highlight of the crazy for you synopsis,
featuring a collection of Gershwin classics that have been expertly woven
into the narrative. The songs serve both to advance the plot and to deepen
character development, combining catchy melodies with witty lyrics.

e "T Got Rhythm" — A lively number that captures the upbeat spirit of the
musical.

e "Someone to Watch Over Me" — A romantic ballad expressing Bobby’s
feelings for Polly.

e "Embraceable You" — A tender love song performed by Bobby and Polly.

e "Nice Work If You Can Get It" — A playful tune highlighting the
characters’ ambitions and dreams.

e "Slap That Bass" — An energetic dance number showcasing the choreography
and musical style.

Thematic Elements and Setting

The crazy for you synopsis is enriched by its exploration of themes such as
love, ambition, and the pursuit of dreams. Set during the Great Depression
era, the musical reflects the optimism and resilience of its characters
amidst economic hardship. The small-town Nevada setting contrasts with the
glamour of Broadway, emphasizing the cultural clash that drives much of the
plot’s humor and tension.

Love and Romance

Central to the crazy for you synopsis is the romantic storyline between Bobby
and Polly. Their relationship evolves from misunderstanding and deception to
genuine affection, embodying classic musical theater themes of love
conquering obstacles.

Ambition and Identity

Bobby’s internal struggle between fulfilling familial expectations and
pursuing his true passion for theater highlights themes of self-discovery and
personal ambition. This tension is a key driver of the plot and character
development.



Economic Context

Set against the backdrop of the 1930s economic downturn, the musical subtly
addresses issues of financial hardship and the importance of community
support, as seen in the efforts to save the local theater.

Production History and Legacy

Since its premiere, crazy for you has enjoyed critical acclaim and enduring
popularity. The musical won several Tony Awards, including Best Musical, and
is celebrated for its innovative choreography, engaging story, and timeless
Gershwin score. Its production history reflects a successful blend of classic
and contemporary elements that continue to resonate with audiences worldwide.

Original Broadway Production

The original Broadway production opened in 1992, directed by Mike Ockrent and
choreographed by Susan Stroman. It was praised for revitalizing Gershwin’s
music with fresh storytelling and dynamic dance sequences, setting a new
standard for musical revivals.

Subsequent Revivals and Tours

Crazy for You has been revived multiple times and toured extensively,
demonstrating its lasting appeal. These productions often highlight new
interpretations while maintaining the core elements that define the crazy for
you synopsis.

Cultural Impact

The musical's success has influenced subsequent Broadway shows, particularly
in its integration of classic music with contemporary staging. Its themes and
style continue to inspire new generations of theater practitioners and
audiences alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the basic synopsis of 'Crazy for You'?

'Crazy for You' is a musical romantic comedy that follows the story of Bobby
Child, a New York banker who dreams of being a Broadway performer. He travels
to a small town in Nevada to foreclose on a theater but ends up falling in
love and trying to save the theater by putting on a show.



Who are the main characters in 'Crazy for You'?

The main characters in 'Crazy for You' include Bobby Child, the ambitious
banker and performer; Polly Baker, the theater owner's daughter and Bobby's
love interest; and Bela Zangler, a wealthy businessman who also has an
interest in Polly.

What is the setting of 'Crazy for You'?

The musical 'Crazy for You' is set primarily in a small town in Nevada during
the 1930s, with scenes also set in New York City, reflecting Bobby Child's
transition from city life to a rural setting.

What is the main conflict in the 'Crazy for You'
story?

The main conflict revolves around Bobby Child's mission to foreclose on the
Baker family's theater, which conflicts with his growing affection for Polly
Baker and his desire to save the theater by producing a hit show.

What themes are explored in 'Crazy for You'?

‘Crazy for You' explores themes such as love and romance, following one's
dreams, the clash between urban and rural values, and the transformative
power of art and performance.

Is 'Crazy for You' based on a true story or is it
fictional?

'Crazy for You' is a fictional story inspired by classic Gershwin musicals,
particularly 'Girl Crazy,' and features a blend of romance, comedy, and
musical performances.

How does the story of 'Crazy for You' end?

The story concludes with Bobby successfully saving the theater by staging a
spectacular musical performance, winning Polly's heart, and realizing his
dream of becoming a Broadway star.

Additional Resources

1. Crazy for You by Stephanie Bond

This romantic comedy follows a quirky woman who unexpectedly falls for her
charming new neighbor. As they navigate misunderstandings, family drama, and
personal growth, their chemistry ignites in the most delightful ways. It's a
heartwarming story about finding love where you least expect it.



2. Madly in Love by Susan Elizabeth Phillips

A story about two opposites who clash but can’t deny their attraction. Their
fiery encounters and witty banter lead to a passionate romance filled with
humor and heartfelt moments. This book captures the unpredictability and
excitement of falling madly in love.

3. Crazy Little Thing Called Love by Jill Shalvis

When a small-town woman meets a charming city gquy, sparks fly amid hilarious
situations and unexpected challenges. Their journey toward love is filled
with laughter, emotional depth, and unforgettable characters. It’'s a perfect
blend of humor and romance.

4. Insane in the Membrane by Kristan Higgins

This novel explores the chaos that ensues when two very different people are
forced to work together. Through their shared trials and tribulations, they
discover a deep connection and learn to embrace the madness of love. It's
both funny and touching.

5. Love on the Edge by Jennifer Crusie

A quirky heroine and a brooding hero find themselves in a whirlwind romance
full of unexpected twists. Their journey is marked by humorous
misunderstandings, emotional breakthroughs, and undeniable chemistry. This
book is a celebration of love’s unpredictability.

6. Crazy About You by Lisa Kleypas

Set against a backdrop of social expectations and personal desires, this
story follows two people whose worlds collide in a passionate romance. Their
struggle to overcome obstacles and societal norms makes their love story
intense and compelling. It’s a mix of passion, drama, and heartfelt moments.

7. Wild for You by Jill Mansell

A lighthearted romance about a woman who decides to take control of her life
and love. Along the way, she encounters a man who challenges her views and
stirs her heart. The story is filled with humor, charm, and the excitement of
new beginnings.

8. Love You Madly by Sophie Kinsella

This charming romantic comedy features a heroine who'’s trying to balance her
chaotic life while unexpectedly falling for someone who turns her world
upside down. Filled with witty dialogue and relatable situations, it’s a
delightful read about embracing love and life’s surprises.

9. Crazy in Love by Loretta Chase

A historical romance where a spirited heroine and a dashing hero find
themselves caught in a whirlwind of passion and adventure. Their story is a
blend of humor, intrigue, and heartfelt emotions. It perfectly captures the
madness and magic of falling in love.
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