
epic sdoh wheel

epic sdoh wheel is a critical framework designed to address and understand
the social determinants of health (SDOH) that impact population health
outcomes. This innovative model, often referred to as the EPIC SDOH Wheel,
provides a comprehensive visual and conceptual tool for healthcare providers,
policymakers, and researchers to identify, assess, and intervene in the
various social factors influencing health disparities. By integrating social
needs assessment with clinical care and community resources, the epic sdoh
wheel helps bridge the gap between healthcare and social services. This
article explores the components, applications, and significance of the epic
sdoh wheel in advancing health equity and improving overall public health.
Additionally, it discusses how this model supports data-driven decision-
making and collaborative efforts across sectors. The following sections will
delve into the definition, key domains, practical uses, and future directions
of the epic sdoh wheel in healthcare systems and community health
initiatives.
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Understanding the Epic SDOH Wheel
The epic sdoh wheel is a conceptual framework that categorizes and visualizes
the social determinants of health, highlighting the complex interplay of
social, economic, and environmental factors that influence individual and
community health outcomes. Developed to enhance the integration of social
determinants into clinical workflows, the epic sdoh wheel facilitates a
holistic approach to patient care by recognizing that health is not solely
determined by medical interventions. Instead, social needs such as housing
stability, food security, education, and economic stability play pivotal
roles. The wheel format allows for easy identification of these critical
areas and supports coordinated efforts to address social risks alongside
traditional healthcare services.



Key Domains of the Epic SDOH Wheel
The epic sdoh wheel is divided into several core domains, each representing a
vital aspect of social determinants that impact health. These domains provide
a structured framework to categorize social needs and guide assessments and
interventions.

Economic Stability
This domain encompasses factors such as employment status, income level, and
financial security. Economic stability directly affects access to healthcare,
nutritious food, and safe housing, making it a foundational element of the
epic sdoh wheel.

Education Access and Quality
Access to quality education influences health literacy, employment
opportunities, and the ability to navigate healthcare systems. The epic sdoh
wheel emphasizes this domain as essential for long-term health outcomes.

Healthcare Access and Quality
Availability and quality of healthcare services are critical components. The
epic sdoh wheel incorporates this domain to highlight disparities in
healthcare access and the importance of culturally competent care.

Neighborhood and Built Environment
This domain includes housing conditions, neighborhood safety, access to
transportation, and environmental exposures. The epic sdoh wheel draws
attention to how these factors contribute to health risks and outcomes.

Social and Community Context
Social support networks, community engagement, and experiences of
discrimination are captured within this domain. The epic sdoh wheel
recognizes that social cohesion and inclusion significantly impact mental and
physical health.
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Applications of the Epic SDOH Wheel in
Healthcare
The epic sdoh wheel serves as a practical tool for healthcare providers and
organizations to systematically screen for social determinants of health,
tailor interventions, and connect patients with appropriate community
resources. Its applications span clinical practice, population health
management, and health policy development.

Clinical Screening and Risk Assessment
Healthcare providers utilize the epic sdoh wheel to conduct comprehensive
social needs screenings during patient encounters. This approach enables
early identification of social risks that may affect treatment adherence,
chronic disease management, and health outcomes.

Care Coordination and Referral Systems
By mapping social determinants, the epic sdoh wheel supports integrated care
models where clinical teams collaborate with social service agencies.
Referral pathways are streamlined to address identified social needs
effectively.

Population Health Analytics
Healthcare organizations use data derived from the epic sdoh wheel to analyze
population health trends, identify high-risk groups, and allocate resources
strategically. This data-driven approach enhances targeted interventions and
resource optimization.

Policy Development and Advocacy
The insights provided by the epic sdoh wheel inform policymakers and public
health officials in designing programs and policies that address social
determinants at the community and systemic levels.



Benefits of Implementing the Epic SDOH Wheel
Incorporating the epic sdoh wheel into healthcare systems offers numerous
advantages that contribute to improved health equity and patient outcomes.

Comprehensive Patient Care: Facilitates holistic treatment plans that
consider social needs alongside medical conditions.

Improved Health Outcomes: Addresses root causes of health disparities,
reducing hospital readmissions and emergency visits.

Enhanced Patient Engagement: Builds trust and rapport by acknowledging
patients’ social contexts.

Resource Optimization: Enables efficient use of community resources
through targeted referrals.

Data-Driven Decision Making: Supports health systems in measuring the
impact of social determinants and interventions.

Challenges and Limitations
Despite its benefits, the epic sdoh wheel faces challenges that must be
addressed for successful implementation.

Data Collection and Privacy Concerns
Gathering sensitive social information requires careful consideration of
patient privacy and data security, which can complicate screening processes.

Resource Availability and Accessibility
Identifying social needs is only effective if adequate community resources
and support systems are available to meet those needs.

Integration into Clinical Workflows
Incorporating the epic sdoh wheel into busy clinical settings demands
workflow adjustments and staff training, which can be barriers to adoption.



Standardization and Consistency
Lack of uniform standards for social determinants screening and documentation
can hinder data comparability and coordination.

Future Directions and Innovations
The epic sdoh wheel continues to evolve with advancements in technology,
policy, and interdisciplinary collaboration aimed at enhancing social
determinants integration.

Digital Health Tools and EHR Integration
Emerging digital platforms and electronic health record (EHR) systems
increasingly embed the epic sdoh wheel framework to streamline social
determinants screening and referrals.

Artificial Intelligence and Predictive Analytics
AI-driven analytics applied to epic sdoh wheel data can predict social risk
patterns, enabling proactive interventions and personalized care.

Cross-Sector Partnerships
Strengthening collaborations between healthcare, social services, housing,
education, and transportation sectors will expand the impact of the epic sdoh
wheel.

Policy and Funding Support
Ongoing advocacy aims to secure sustainable funding and supportive policies
that recognize social determinants as integral to healthcare quality and
reimbursement.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the EPIC SDOH Wheel?
The EPIC SDOH Wheel is a tool integrated within the EPIC electronic health
record system designed to capture and address Social Determinants of Health
(SDOH) data to improve patient care and outcomes.



How does the EPIC SDOH Wheel help healthcare
providers?
The EPIC SDOH Wheel helps healthcare providers by systematically identifying
social factors such as housing, employment, education, and social support
that affect patient health, allowing for targeted interventions and
referrals.

Can patients interact with the EPIC SDOH Wheel
directly?
In some implementations, patients can provide information related to their
social determinants of health through patient portals linked to the EPIC SDOH
Wheel, enhancing data accuracy and patient engagement.

What types of social determinants are included in
the EPIC SDOH Wheel?
The EPIC SDOH Wheel typically includes determinants like economic stability,
education access, healthcare access, neighborhood environment, and social
community context to provide a comprehensive view of factors impacting
health.

Is the EPIC SDOH Wheel customizable for different
healthcare settings?
Yes, the EPIC SDOH Wheel can be customized by healthcare organizations to
focus on specific social determinants relevant to their patient population
and community needs, enhancing its effectiveness.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding the Epic SDOH Wheel: A Comprehensive Guide
This book provides an in-depth exploration of the Social Determinants of
Health (SDOH) wheel used in the Epic electronic health record system. It
explains each domain of the wheel and how healthcare providers can leverage
this tool to address patients’ social needs. The guide includes case studies
and practical tips for integrating SDOH screening into clinical workflows
effectively.

2. Social Determinants of Health in Epic: Strategies for Implementation
Focused on real-world applications, this book offers strategies for
healthcare organizations to implement the Epic SDOH wheel. It covers best
practices for training staff, data collection, and using SDOH information to
improve patient outcomes. Readers will find valuable insights on overcoming
common barriers to SDOH integration.



3. Leveraging Epic’s SDOH Wheel to Improve Population Health
This title emphasizes population health management through the use of the
Epic SDOH wheel. It discusses how aggregated SDOH data can inform community
interventions and healthcare delivery models. The book also highlights case
examples where SDOH data led to measurable improvements in health equity.

4. Clinical Applications of the Epic SDOH Wheel
Designed for clinicians, this book details how to incorporate the Epic SDOH
wheel into patient assessments and care planning. It includes practical
workflows and documentation tips to ensure SDOH factors are systematically
addressed. Additionally, it reviews the impact of social needs on clinical
outcomes with supporting evidence.

5. Data Analytics and Reporting with Epic’s SDOH Wheel
This resource focuses on the technical aspects of capturing, analyzing, and
reporting social determinants of health data within Epic. It guides data
analysts and health IT professionals on using the SDOH wheel data for quality
improvement and research. The book also covers compliance and privacy
considerations related to SDOH data.

6. Addressing Health Equity through Epic’s SDOH Wheel
This book explores how the Epic SDOH wheel can be a powerful tool to promote
health equity. It provides frameworks for identifying disparities and
tailoring interventions based on SDOH insights. Readers will learn how to
align organizational goals with equity-focused care initiatives supported by
Epic data.

7. Training Healthcare Teams on the Epic SDOH Wheel
A practical manual for educators and managers, this book offers curricula and
training modules to prepare healthcare teams in effectively using the Epic
SDOH wheel. It emphasizes interdisciplinary collaboration and communication
skills essential for addressing social determinants in clinical settings. The
book also includes evaluation methods to assess training impact.

8. Innovations in Social Care Integration Using Epic’s SDOH Wheel
Highlighting innovative models of social care integration, this book
showcases how the Epic SDOH wheel facilitates partnerships between healthcare
and community organizations. It discusses technology-enabled referrals and
resource coordination to address patients’ social needs comprehensively. Case
studies illustrate successful pilot programs and scalable solutions.

9. The Future of Social Determinants of Health in Epic Systems
Looking ahead, this book examines emerging trends and future enhancements
related to the Epic SDOH wheel. It explores advancements in artificial
intelligence, predictive analytics, and patient engagement tools that may
transform how social determinants are managed. The author also considers
policy implications and the evolving role of SDOH in value-based care.
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