
escherichia coli voges proskauer test

escherichia coli voges proskauer test is a critical biochemical assay used in microbiology to

differentiate bacterial species based on their metabolic byproducts. This test specifically detects the

production of acetoin, a neutral end product of glucose fermentation, which is part of the butanediol

fermentation pathway. Escherichia coli, a common gram-negative bacterium found in the intestines of

humans and animals, is typically Voges-Proskauer (VP) test negative, helping distinguish it from other

Enterobacteriaceae members that yield positive results. Understanding the principles, procedure, and

interpretation of the Escherichia coli Voges Proskauer test is essential for accurate bacterial

identification in clinical, environmental, and food microbiology laboratories. This article explores the

biochemical basis of the VP test, the metabolic characteristics of Escherichia coli, detailed protocols for

conducting the test, and its significance in differentiating closely related bacterial species. The following

sections provide an in-depth analysis to enhance comprehension and application of this diagnostic

tool.
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Biochemical Basis of the Escherichia coli Voges Proskauer Test

Procedure for Conducting the VP Test on Escherichia coli
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Overview of the Voges-Proskauer Test

The Voges-Proskauer test is a widely used biochemical assay in microbiology that detects the

presence of acetoin (3-hydroxy-2-butanone), an intermediate compound produced during the

fermentation of glucose via the butanediol pathway. This test is part of a battery of differential tests

used to characterize members of the Enterobacteriaceae family and other gram-negative bacilli. The

VP test complements other fermentation tests such as the methyl red (MR) test, helping to delineate

bacterial species based on their metabolic end products.

Historical Background

The Voges-Proskauer test was developed in the early 20th century by Voges and Proskauer, who

identified the production of acetoin as a distinct trait among certain bacteria. This discovery allowed

microbiologists to differentiate between species that produce stable acid end products and those that

produce neutral end products such as acetoin and 2,3-butanediol.

Principle of the Test

The test relies on the oxidation of acetoin to diacetyl in the presence of atmospheric oxygen and

alkaline conditions. The addition of reagents such as alpha-naphthol and potassium hydroxide (KOH)

facilitates this oxidation, resulting in a red color indicative of a positive reaction. Organisms that do not

produce acetoin will yield a negative VP test, generally indicated by the absence of color change or a

copper-like color.

Biochemical Basis of the Escherichia coli Voges Proskauer

Test

Escherichia coli is a facultative anaerobe that ferments glucose primarily through the mixed acid

fermentation pathway, producing stable acidic end products such as lactic acid, acetic acid, and formic



acid. This metabolic characteristic results in a negative Voges-Proskauer test, distinguishing E. coli

from other bacteria that utilize the butanediol fermentation pathway.

Metabolic Pathways in E. coli

The fermentation of glucose by Escherichia coli leads to the accumulation of acidic byproducts,

lowering the pH of the medium. Unlike bacteria that produce acetoin and 2,3-butanediol, E. coli does

not synthesize these neutral products in detectable amounts. Hence, the VP test for E. coli is

characteristically negative, aiding in its identification.

Comparison with VP Positive Organisms

Bacteria such as Enterobacter aerogenes and Klebsiella pneumoniae show positive VP test results

due to their ability to convert glucose to acetoin and 2,3-butanediol. This metabolic difference is crucial

in clinical diagnostics to differentiate E. coli from these closely related species.

Procedure for Conducting the VP Test on Escherichia coli

The Voges-Proskauer test requires specific reagents and controlled conditions to accurately detect

acetoin production. The procedure entails inoculating a suitable medium, incubation, and reagent

addition to observe color changes indicative of the test result.

Materials and Reagents

MR-VP broth or glucose phosphate broth

Escherichia coli culture



Alpha-naphthol (Barritt's reagent A)

Potassium hydroxide solution (Barritt's reagent B)

Test tubes and inoculating loops

Incubator set at 35-37°C

Step-by-Step Method

Inoculate the MR-VP broth with a pure culture of Escherichia coli.1.

Incubate the tube at 35-37°C for 24 to 48 hours to allow fermentation.2.

After incubation, add 0.6 mL of alpha-naphthol (reagent A) to the culture broth.3.

Then add 0.2 mL of potassium hydroxide (reagent B) to the same tube.4.

Mix the contents gently and allow the tube to stand for 10-30 minutes, observing for any color5.

change.

Precautions and Tips

Proper timing and reagent concentrations are crucial for accurate results. The reagents should be

added in the correct order, and the test should be read within 30 minutes to avoid false positives or

negatives. Fresh reagents yield more reliable outcomes.



Interpretation of Results

The outcome of the Voges-Proskauer test is determined by the presence or absence of a red color

after reagent addition, which indicates acetoin production.

Negative VP Test for Escherichia coli

Escherichia coli typically shows no color change or may develop a copper-like color, indicating a

negative VP test. This confirms that E. coli does not produce acetoin and differentiates it from VP

positive organisms.

Positive VP Test

A positive VP test is characterized by the development of a pink to red color within 10-30 minutes after

the addition of reagents. This result suggests the presence of acetoin, common in species like

Enterobacter and Klebsiella.

Factors Affecting Interpretation

Incubation time: Under-incubation may result in false negatives.

Reagent freshness: Degraded reagents can affect color development.

Contamination: Presence of mixed cultures can yield ambiguous results.



Significance and Applications in Microbiology

The Escherichia coli Voges Proskauer test is a valuable tool in bacterial identification, aiding clinicians

and microbiologists in distinguishing E. coli from other enteric bacteria. It plays an integral role in

diagnostic microbiology, food safety testing, and environmental monitoring.

Clinical Diagnostics

Accurate identification of Escherichia coli is essential in diagnosing urinary tract infections, septicemia,

and other infections. The VP test helps differentiate E. coli from other pathogens that may require

different treatment protocols.

Food and Water Safety

Detection of E. coli in food and water samples serves as an indicator of fecal contamination. Using the

VP test alongside other biochemical assays enhances the reliability of microbial safety assessments.

Research and Microbial Ecology

Understanding metabolic pathways through tests like the VP assay contributes to microbial ecology

studies and the development of novel biotechnological applications involving Escherichia coli and

related bacteria.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Voges-Proskauer test used for in Escherichia coli



identification?

The Voges-Proskauer (VP) test is used to detect the production of acetoin, a neutral end product of

glucose fermentation. Escherichia coli typically gives a negative VP test result, which helps

differentiate it from other Enterobacteriaceae that are VP positive.

How does Escherichia coli typically react in the Voges-Proskauer test?

Escherichia coli usually shows a negative Voges-Proskauer test, meaning there is no red color

development after adding VP reagents. This indicates it does not produce acetoin during glucose

fermentation.

Why is the Voges-Proskauer test important in distinguishing

Escherichia coli from other bacteria?

The VP test helps differentiate Escherichia coli from other coliform bacteria such as Enterobacter and

Klebsiella species, which are VP positive. Since E. coli is VP negative, this test is a useful biochemical

marker for identification.

What reagents are used in the Voges-Proskauer test for Escherichia

coli analysis?

The Voges-Proskauer test uses alpha-naphthol and potassium hydroxide (KOH) as reagents. These

detect acetoin by producing a red color if acetoin is present. E. coli typically does not produce this red

color.

Can the Voges-Proskauer test be used alone to identify Escherichia

coli?

No, the Voges-Proskauer test should be used in combination with other biochemical tests, such as the

indole test, methyl red test, and citrate utilization test, to accurately identify Escherichia coli.



What causes a false positive result in the Voges-Proskauer test when

testing Escherichia coli?

False positives in the VP test can occur due to improper incubation time, contamination, or the

presence of other bacteria that produce acetoin. Careful technique and proper controls help prevent

this.

How long should Escherichia coli cultures be incubated before

performing the Voges-Proskauer test?

Escherichia coli cultures are typically incubated for 24 to 48 hours in MR-VP broth before performing

the Voges-Proskauer test to allow sufficient fermentation and metabolite production.

What does a negative Voges-Proskauer test indicate about

Escherichia coli’s metabolic pathway?

A negative VP test indicates that Escherichia coli primarily uses the mixed acid fermentation pathway

rather than the butanediol fermentation pathway, which produces acetoin detected by the VP test.

Is the Voges-Proskauer test part of the IMViC tests for Escherichia

coli?

Yes, the Voges-Proskauer test is one of the four tests in the IMViC series (Indole, Methyl Red, Voges-

Proskauer, Citrate) commonly used to differentiate Escherichia coli from other coliform bacteria.

Additional Resources

1. Understanding Escherichia coli: Biochemical Tests and Identification

This book offers a comprehensive overview of Escherichia coli, focusing on various biochemical tests

used for its identification, including the Voges-Proskauer test. It explains the principles behind the test



and how it differentiates E. coli strains from other bacteria. Detailed protocols and troubleshooting tips

are provided to help microbiologists accurately perform the test.

2. Microbial Diagnostics: The Role of the Voges-Proskauer Test in Bacterial Identification

Focusing on the diagnostic techniques in microbiology, this book highlights the Voges-Proskauer test

as a crucial method for identifying bacteria like Escherichia coli. It discusses the biochemical pathways

involved and the importance of this test in clinical and environmental microbiology. Case studies

illustrate practical applications in laboratory settings.

3. Escherichia coli in Clinical Microbiology: Tests and Techniques

Targeted at healthcare professionals and microbiologists, this book covers the identification and

characterization of Escherichia coli strains in clinical samples. It includes detailed chapters on

biochemical tests such as the Voges-Proskauer test, explaining their relevance in diagnosing

infections. The book also reviews antimicrobial resistance patterns and their correlation with test

results.

4. Fundamentals of Bacterial Metabolism: Voges-Proskauer Test Explained

This text dives into bacterial metabolism, focusing on the pathways detected by the Voges-Proskauer

test. It explains the production of acetoin and its significance in differentiating bacteria, including

Escherichia coli. The book is ideal for students and researchers interested in microbial physiology and

diagnostic microbiology.

5. Laboratory Manual for Clinical Microbiology: Identification of Enteric Bacteria

A practical guide for laboratory technicians, this manual details step-by-step procedures for identifying

enteric bacteria such as Escherichia coli. The Voges-Proskauer test is explained with clear

instructions, expected results, and interpretation guidelines. Additional sections cover safety protocols

and quality control measures in microbiology labs.

6. Biochemical Tests in Microbiology: Focus on the Voges-Proskauer Test

This book provides an in-depth review of various biochemical tests used in microbiology, with a

dedicated chapter on the Voges-Proskauer test. It explores the chemical reactions involved and how



the test helps distinguish Escherichia coli from other bacteria. The text also includes troubleshooting

advice and comparative analysis with other identification methods.

7. Escherichia coli: From Genetics to Diagnostics

Covering the genetics and diagnostic techniques for Escherichia coli, this book links genetic traits with

biochemical test outcomes, including the Voges-Proskauer test. It discusses how genetic variations

affect metabolic pathways and test results. The book is suitable for advanced students and

researchers in microbiology and molecular biology.

8. Clinical Bacteriology: Identification and Characterization of Enterobacteriaceae

This comprehensive resource focuses on the family Enterobacteriaceae, to which Escherichia coli

belongs. It details identification protocols, including the Voges-Proskauer test, and explains their

clinical relevance. The book also addresses antibiotic susceptibility testing and emerging diagnostic

technologies.

9. Microbial Pathogenesis and Laboratory Diagnosis: Escherichia coli Case Studies

Using case studies, this book explores the pathogenicity of Escherichia coli and the laboratory

methods used for its diagnosis. The Voges-Proskauer test is described as a key tool in differentiating

pathogenic strains. Readers gain insights into interpreting test results in clinical contexts and

understanding bacterial virulence factors.
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