
finding names on vietnam memorial

finding names on vietnam memorial is a meaningful process that connects
families, historians, and visitors with the individuals who sacrificed their
lives during the Vietnam War. The Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington,
D.C., stands as a powerful tribute to those who served and died, with over
58,000 names etched into its black granite walls. Locating specific names on
the memorial can be a solemn and significant experience, but it can also be
challenging without the right information and tools. This article provides a
comprehensive guide on how to find names on the Vietnam Memorial, including
the structure of the memorial, resources available, and practical tips to
ease the search. Understanding the layout and the methods to access the names
will enhance the visitor experience and honor the memory of the fallen. The
following sections will cover the history and design of the memorial,
official databases and online resources, on-site search techniques, and
additional support available for those seeking specific names.

The History and Structure of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial

Using Official Databases and Online Resources

Techniques for Finding Names Onsite at the Memorial

Additional Resources and Support for Name Searches

The History and Structure of the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial

The Vietnam Veterans Memorial, dedicated in 1982, is one of the most visited
and revered war memorials in the United States. Its design, created by Maya
Lin, features two black granite walls inscribed with the names of American
service members who died or went missing in action during the Vietnam War.
The memorial’s minimalist design allows visitors to reflect on the gravity of
the conflict and the personal sacrifices represented by each name.

The Layout of the Memorial Walls

The memorial consists of two long, angled walls that meet at a point, forming
a V shape. The names are inscribed in chronological order, beginning with the
first casualties in 1959 and continuing through 1975. The walls are arranged
so that visitors can find names based on the date of death or disappearance.



The left wall contains the earlier names, while the right wall features later
dates.

Significance of the Name Order

Understanding the chronological order is crucial for finding names on the
Vietnam Memorial. Names are grouped by the date of casualty rather than
alphabetically, which means searching for a specific individual requires
knowledge of the date of their death or missing in action status. This unique
organization reflects the timeline of the war and provides historical context
to the list of names.

Using Official Databases and Online Resources

Due to the chronological arrangement of names on the memorial, many rely on
official databases and online tools to locate specific individuals before
visiting the site. These resources provide searchable indexes that simplify
the process of finding names and help visitors plan their memorial visit more
effectively.

The National Park Service Vietnam Veterans Memorial
Database

The National Park Service maintains a comprehensive database of all names
inscribed on the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. This searchable resource allows
users to enter a name and obtain information such as rank, branch of service,
date of casualty, and the panel location on the memorial. The database is an
authoritative and frequently updated source for accurate information.

Third-Party Online Tools and Apps

Several third-party websites and mobile applications have been developed to
assist with finding names on the Vietnam Memorial. These platforms often
provide enhanced search features, including filters by state, unit, or
hometown. Some apps also offer virtual tours and augmented reality
experiences to help users visualize the memorial and pinpoint exact name
locations.

Search by full or partial name



Filter results by date of casualty

Access panel and line number details

View additional biographical information

Techniques for Finding Names Onsite at the
Memorial

Visiting the Vietnam Veterans Memorial is a deeply personal experience, and
finding a loved one’s name can provide closure and remembrance. Several
practical techniques can enhance the process of locating names directly at
the memorial site.

Using the Wall Directories and Maps

At the memorial, directories and maps are available to help visitors find
names. These directories list names alphabetically along with corresponding
panel and line numbers, making it easier to navigate the chronological
inscription format. Maps illustrate the layout of the walls and the location
of each panel, aiding in a more efficient search.

Panel and Line Number System

The names on the memorial are etched on panels, each assigned a number. Every
name corresponds to a specific line on a panel. Visitors can use panel and
line numbers from online databases or directories to go straight to the
precise location of the name. This system eliminates unnecessary searching
and minimizes time spent locating a name.

Engraving and Rubbing Techniques

Many visitors wish to take a rubbing of a name as a keepsake. To do this,
locating the exact name on the wall is essential. Using foam or paper and a
pencil or crayon, visitors can gently rub over the etched letters to create a
clear impression. This respectful practice requires patience and care to
avoid damaging the memorial.



Additional Resources and Support for Name
Searches

Beyond onsite tools and online databases, several resources provide support
for individuals seeking names on the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. These include
genealogical services, veterans’ organizations, and historical archives.

Veterans’ Organizations and Support Groups

Organizations such as the Vietnam Veterans of America and other military
history groups often assist families and researchers in locating names and
obtaining related information. They provide access to archives, personal
accounts, and sometimes guided visits to the memorial.

Genealogical and Historical Archives

National archives and military records centers house detailed service records
that can help verify information about individuals listed on the memorial.
These records can provide additional context, including unit assignments,
awards, and official casualty reports, facilitating a more comprehensive
search.

Tips for Effective Name Searches

Gather as much information as possible about the individual, including1.
full name, date of birth, and date of casualty.

Use official databases to confirm panel and line number before visiting2.
the memorial.

Consult onsite directories and maps to navigate the walls efficiently.3.

Consider seeking assistance from veterans’ organizations for complex4.
searches or additional historical details.

Respect the memorial and other visitors during the search process.5.



Frequently Asked Questions

How can I find a specific name on the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial?
You can find a specific name on the Vietnam Veterans Memorial by using the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund's online database or visiting the official
website, where you can search by name, branch of service, or date of
casualty.

Is there an official app or tool to locate names on
the Vietnam Memorial Wall?
Yes, the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund offers an official mobile app and
online tools that help visitors locate names on the Wall, providing panel and
line numbers for easier finding.

What information do I need to search for a name on
the Vietnam Memorial?
To search for a name on the Vietnam Memorial, you typically need the full
name of the service member. Additional details like rank, branch of service,
or date of death can help narrow down the search.

Can I find names of soldiers who were missing in
action on the Vietnam Veterans Memorial?
Yes, the Vietnam Veterans Memorial includes names of soldiers listed as
Missing in Action (MIA) as well as those confirmed killed in action.

Are there alternative ways to find names on the
Vietnam Memorial aside from the online database?
Besides the online database, visitors can use printed guides, maps available
at the memorial site, or seek assistance from volunteers and staff to locate
specific names on the Wall.

How are the names organized on the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial?
The names on the Vietnam Veterans Memorial are organized chronologically by
the date of casualty, starting from 1959 to 1975, which helps in locating a
name if the date of death is known.



Can I request a rubbing or replica of a name from
the Vietnam Memorial?
While rubbing is discouraged to protect the wall, you can request a name
scroll, which is a printed or digital replica of the section of the Wall
containing the desired name, through the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund.

Is it possible to find the panel number for a name
before visiting the Vietnam Veterans Memorial?
Yes, by using the online search tools provided by the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial Fund, you can find the exact panel and line number of a name to
quickly locate it during your visit.

Does the Vietnam Veterans Memorial include names of
all US service members who died in the Vietnam War?
The Vietnam Veterans Memorial primarily includes the names of US service
members who were killed in action or listed as missing in action during the
Vietnam War, but it does not include every person who served or died outside
the defined casualty dates.

Additional Resources
1. Echoes from the Wall: Stories Behind the Names on the Vietnam Memorial
This book delves into the personal histories of soldiers commemorated on the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial. Through interviews with family members and
friends, it paints vivid portraits of lives lost in the conflict. Readers
gain a deeper understanding of the human cost behind each name inscribed on
the wall.

2. Tracing Memories: A Guide to Researching Vietnam Veterans
A practical handbook for those seeking to uncover the stories of Vietnam War
servicemen and women. It offers step-by-step instructions on using military
records, archives, and online databases to find information on individuals
listed on the Vietnam Memorial. The book also provides tips on visiting the
memorial and connecting with veterans’ organizations.

3. Names on Stone: The Legacy of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial
This volume explores the creation and significance of the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial in Washington, D.C. It examines how the monument preserves the
memories of those who served and died, and discusses the process of
inscribing names. The author also reflects on the memorial’s impact on
American culture and collective remembrance.

4. Finding John: A Family’s Search for Their Vietnam Hero
A moving memoir about a family’s journey to find and honor their relative
listed on the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. The narrative follows their



emotional quest through military archives, personal letters, and
conversations with fellow soldiers. It highlights the healing power of
remembrance and the importance of preserving history.

5. The Wall and Beyond: Unlocking the Stories of Vietnam’s Fallen
This book offers a comprehensive look at the lives behind the names etched on
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. Featuring detailed profiles, historical
context, and battlefield accounts, it provides a fuller picture of the
soldiers’ experiences. The author also discusses efforts to update and
maintain the memorial’s records.

6. Whispers on the Wall: Discovering the Lives of Vietnam Veterans
An evocative collection of essays and short stories inspired by the names on
the Vietnam Memorial. Each piece brings to life the courage, sacrifice, and
humanity of those commemorated. The book encourages readers to reflect on the
personal stories that often go untold in the shadow of war.

7. Searching the Wall: A Researcher’s Journey into Vietnam War History
This detailed guide walks readers through the process of researching Vietnam
War casualties and veterans. It covers military documentation, archival
resources, and oral histories to help uncover individual stories behind the
names. The author’s own research challenges and triumphs provide valuable
insights for historians and relatives alike.

8. Beyond the Names: Healing and Remembrance at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial
Focusing on the emotional and cultural significance of the Vietnam Memorial,
this book explores how families and communities find solace through
remembrance. It discusses ceremonies, personal pilgrimages, and the role of
the memorial in national healing. The narrative emphasizes the ongoing
connection between the living and the fallen.

9. The Vietnam Wall: A Guide to Its Names and Stories
An illustrated companion to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial that catalogs many
of the soldiers whose names appear on the wall. The book provides
biographical sketches, photographs, and contextual information about the war
and its veterans. It serves as both a tribute and a resource for those
wishing to learn more about the individuals honored.
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