free methodist book of discipline

free methodist book of discipline serves as the foundational document outlining the doctrines,
governance, and practices of the Free Methodist Church. This comprehensive guide provides clergy
and laity alike with essential information on the church’s beliefs, organizational structure, and
ethical standards. The Free Methodist Book of Discipline is crucial for maintaining unity and clarity
within the denomination, ensuring that all members adhere to a consistent set of principles. This
article explores the history, structure, and key components of the Free Methodist Book of Discipline.
Additionally, it discusses how this document shapes church governance, doctrinal teachings, and the
daily life of Free Methodist congregations. Understanding this discipline is vital for anyone involved
in or interested in the Free Methodist Church. The following sections will provide an in-depth look at
these aspects to offer a thorough understanding of this fundamental resource.

e History and Purpose of the Free Methodist Book of Discipline
e Core Doctrines and Beliefs

e Church Governance and Organizational Structure

e Ethical Guidelines and Christian Living

e Procedures for Church Discipline and Conflict Resolution

e Resources and Accessibility of the Book of Discipline

History and Purpose of the Free Methodist Book of
Discipline

The Free Methodist Book of Discipline has its roots in the establishment of the Free Methodist
Church in the 19th century. It was created to provide a clear, unified statement of faith and practice
for members and ministers. The purpose of the discipline is to offer guidance on theological beliefs,
church order, and moral conduct. Over time, the book has undergone revisions to reflect
contemporary issues while maintaining the church’s historic doctrinal integrity. The document
serves both as a spiritual compass and as a legal framework for the denomination.

Origins and Development

The Free Methodist Church was founded in 1860, emphasizing holiness, freedom from slavery (both
literal and spiritual), and evangelical zeal. The Book of Discipline was developed to codify these
principles and to provide a systematic approach to church life. It has been periodically updated
through General Conferences, ensuring the discipline remains relevant and effective.



Main Objectives

The primary objectives of the Free Methodist Book of Discipline include:

¢ Defining the church’s theological stance and doctrinal positions
e Establishing governance structures for local churches and denominational bodies
e Providing ethical and behavioral standards for clergy and laity

¢ QOutlining procedures for ordination, membership, and church discipline

Core Doctrines and Beliefs

The Free Methodist Book of Discipline clearly articulates the denomination’s core theological beliefs,
grounded in historic Christian orthodoxy and the Wesleyan-Holiness tradition. It emphasizes
salvation through Jesus Christ, the work of the Holy Spirit, and the call to holy living.

Salvation and Grace

Central to the Free Methodist doctrine is the belief in salvation by grace through faith. The
discipline outlines the process of regeneration, justification, sanctification, and ultimately
glorification. It stresses the transformative power of God’s grace in the believer’s life.

Sanctification and Holy Living

The doctrine of entire sanctification is a distinctive feature, emphasizing the believer’s growth in
holiness and separation from sin. The Book of Discipline encourages members to pursue a life
marked by purity, love, and service.

Scriptural Authority

The discipline affirms the Bible as the inspired and authoritative Word of God. It serves as the
supreme standard for faith, doctrine, and conduct for the Free Methodist Church.

Church Governance and Organizational Structure

The Free Methodist Book of Discipline outlines a structured system of governance to facilitate
effective leadership and accountability within the church. This system balances authority between
local congregations and denominational bodies.



Polity and Leadership Roles

The church follows a connectional polity, which links local churches to district and general
conferences. Leadership roles defined in the discipline include pastors, elders, bishops, and lay
leaders, each with specific responsibilities and qualifications.

Decision-Making Processes

Decision-making within the Free Methodist Church is collaborative, involving various councils and
conferences. The Book of Discipline details procedures for voting, appointments, and the resolution
of disputes to maintain order and unity.

Membership and Ordination

The discipline sets forth clear guidelines for church membership, including requirements for
baptism and covenantal commitment. It also prescribes the process for ordination and
commissioning of ministers, emphasizing spiritual qualifications and training.

Ethical Guidelines and Christian Living

The Free Methodist Book of Discipline provides comprehensive ethical standards designed to foster
moral integrity and spiritual growth among its members. These guidelines address personal
behavior, social responsibility, and communal relationships.

Personal Conduct

The discipline promotes virtues such as honesty, humility, and purity. It advises against practices
deemed harmful or inconsistent with Christian witness, including substance abuse and immoral
behavior.

Social and Community Engagement

Members are encouraged to engage in acts of compassion, justice, and service. The Book of
Discipline highlights the church’s commitment to social holiness and outreach within local
communities and beyond.

Family and Marriage

The discipline affirms the sanctity of marriage between one man and one woman, promoting healthy
family life and mutual respect. It provides guidance for counseling and support within family
contexts.



Procedures for Church Discipline and Conflict
Resolution

Maintaining spiritual health and unity requires clear methods for addressing conflicts and
disciplinary matters. The Free Methodist Book of Discipline outlines structured procedures to ensure
fairness and restoration.

Disciplinary Actions

The discipline defines various levels of corrective measures, ranging from admonition to suspension
or removal from membership. These actions are intended to uphold doctrinal purity and ethical
standards.

Conflict Resolution Mechanisms

The book encourages reconciliation through mediation and pastoral care. It stresses the importance
of restoring relationships in accordance with biblical principles.

Appeals and Reviews

Members or leaders subject to disciplinary actions have the right to appeal decisions. The discipline
specifies the processes for review and final determination by designated church authorities.

Resources and Accessibility of the Book of Discipline

Access to the Free Methodist Book of Discipline is essential for clergy, church officers, and members
seeking to understand and apply its teachings. Various formats and resources support its study and
implementation.

Formats and Editions

The Book of Discipline is available in print and digital formats, enabling broader accessibility.
Updated editions reflect changes approved by General Conferences and include supplemental
materials for practical use.

Study and Training Materials

The denomination provides study guides, workshops, and training sessions to facilitate
understanding of the discipline. These resources assist leaders and members in applying the
principles effectively within their contexts.



Role in Church Life

The Free Methodist Book of Discipline functions as a living document, integral to worship,
education, leadership, and daily conduct. Its role extends beyond governance to shaping the spiritual
identity of the church community.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Free Methodist Book of Discipline?

The Free Methodist Book of Discipline is the official document that outlines the doctrine,
governance, policies, and procedures of the Free Methodist Church. It serves as a guide for clergy
and laity in matters of faith, church order, and administration.

Where can I find the latest edition of the Free Methodist Book
of Discipline?

The latest edition of the Free Methodist Book of Discipline can typically be found on the official Free
Methodist Church website or through denominational offices. Some versions may also be available
for purchase in print or digital formats.

How often is the Free Methodist Book of Discipline updated?

The Free Methodist Book of Discipline is generally updated every four years during the General
Conference, where delegates review and revise the document to reflect current theological
understandings and church practices.

What topics are covered in the Free Methodist Book of
Discipline?

The Book of Discipline covers a wide range of topics including doctrinal statements, church polity,
pastoral qualifications, worship guidelines, membership requirements, disciplinary procedures, and
social principles.

Can local churches modify the Free Methodist Book of
Discipline?

Local Free Methodist churches are expected to adhere to the Book of Discipline as the governing
document of the denomination. While they may develop additional guidelines for local ministry, any
modifications to the Book of Discipline itself must be approved through denominational processes.

How does the Free Methodist Book of Discipline address social
issues?

The Book of Discipline includes social principles that reflect the denomination's stance on various



social issues such as equality, justice, peace, and stewardship. It encourages members to live out
their faith in ways that promote social holiness and community engagement.

Additional Resources

1. Free Methodist Book of Discipline: A Comprehensive Guide

This book offers an in-depth exploration of the Free Methodist Church's official Book of Discipline. It
covers the church's doctrines, governance, and ethical guidelines. Ideal for pastors, church leaders,
and members who want a thorough understanding of the denomination's rules and practices.

2. Understanding Free Methodist Church Polity

Focusing on the organizational structure of the Free Methodist Church, this book breaks down the
polity outlined in the Book of Discipline. It explains how decisions are made and how authority is
distributed within the church. A valuable resource for those involved in church administration and
governance.

3. Free Methodist Doctrine and Discipline Explained

This title provides clear explanations of the doctrinal positions found in the Free Methodist Book of
Discipline. It discusses key theological points and how they shape the life and mission of the church.
Suitable for seminary students and laypersons seeking a deeper theological context.

4. Pastoral Ministry in the Free Methodist Church

Designed for clergy, this book examines the responsibilities and expectations of pastors as defined in
the Free Methodist Book of Discipline. It covers topics such as pastoral care, preaching, and
leadership within the church community. This guide supports effective ministry aligned with
denominational standards.

5. Free Methodist Church Worship and Sacraments

This book explores the guidelines for worship practices and sacraments outlined in the Free
Methodist Book of Discipline. It highlights the theological significance and practical applications of
ceremonies like baptism and communion. A helpful resource for worship leaders and church
members.

6. Ethics and Conduct in the Free Methodist Tradition

Delving into the ethical teachings of the Free Methodist Church, this book interprets the behavioral
expectations set forth in the Book of Discipline. It addresses personal holiness, social responsibility,
and community life. Essential reading for anyone interested in the moral framework of the
denomination.

7. Church Membership and Discipline in the Free Methodist Church

This title discusses the processes of membership, accountability, and church discipline as detailed in
the Book of Discipline. It explains how members are welcomed, nurtured, and, when necessary, held
accountable. Useful for church leaders and members involved in membership processes.

8. Free Methodist Church History and the Development of Its Discipline

Providing historical context, this book traces the evolution of the Free Methodist Church’s Book of
Discipline. It examines key moments that have shaped the church’s doctrines and policies over time.
This historical perspective enriches the reader’s appreciation of the denomination’s identity.

9. Implementing the Free Methodist Book of Discipline in Local Churches



This practical guide offers strategies for applying the Book of Discipline’s principles within local
congregations. It includes case studies, best practices, and tips for addressing common challenges.
Ideal for church leaders seeking to maintain fidelity to denominational guidelines while fostering
healthy church life.
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