
george best san jose earthquakes
george best san jose earthquakes represents an intriguing chapter in the history of
American soccer, connecting one of the sport’s most legendary figures with a pioneering
Major League Soccer franchise. George Best, renowned worldwide for his exceptional
talent and charismatic presence, had a brief but memorable association with the San Jose
Earthquakes, a team that played a significant role in the development of soccer in the
United States. This article explores the impact of George Best on the San Jose
Earthquakes, the historical context of his time with the team, and the broader implications
for soccer’s growth in North America. Through detailed examination, readers will gain
insight into how Best’s career intersected with American soccer and how his tenure
influenced the Earthquakes’ legacy. The following sections delve into the origins of the
San Jose Earthquakes, George Best’s career highlights, his involvement with the team, and
the lasting significance of this collaboration.
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History of the San Jose Earthquakes

The San Jose Earthquakes are a professional soccer team based in San Jose, California,
with a rich history that dates back to the North American Soccer League (NASL) era.
Founded originally as the San Jose Clash in 1994, the team rebranded as the Earthquakes
in 1996, although the name had been used by an earlier NASL franchise. The Earthquakes
have played a critical role in popularizing soccer on the West Coast and have developed a
passionate fan base over the decades. Their involvement in multiple leagues, from the
NASL through Major League Soccer (MLS), marks them as a foundational club in the
growth of American professional soccer.

Origins in the NASL

The original San Jose Earthquakes were established in 1974 as part of the NASL, the first
major professional soccer league in the United States and Canada. This era was crucial for
bringing international stars to the American audience and laying groundwork for future
soccer development. The Earthquakes quickly became known for their competitive play



and for attracting high-profile talent to the region.

Transition to Major League Soccer

After the NASL folded in the mid-1980s, the Earthquakes name was revived in the 1990s
with the formation of MLS, helping to bridge the gap between early soccer ventures and
the modern era. The team’s continuity and evolution reflect the broader trajectory of
soccer’s establishment in the U.S. sports landscape.

George Best: A Soccer Legend

George Best is widely regarded as one of the greatest footballers in history, known for his
extraordinary dribbling, creativity, and flair on the pitch. Born in Northern Ireland, Best
rose to global prominence playing for Manchester United during the 1960s, earning
accolades for his skill and charismatic personality. His influence extended beyond the
field, as he became a cultural icon representing the allure and excitement of soccer during
its expanding global reach.

Career Highlights and Achievements

Throughout his career, George Best achieved numerous honors, including winning the
European Cup with Manchester United in 1968 and earning the Ballon d'Or the same year.
His exceptional technical ability and style of play inspired countless fans and players
worldwide, solidifying his reputation as a soccer legend.

Challenges and Later Career

Despite his talent, Best’s career was marked by personal struggles and challenges,
including battles with alcoholism. Later in his career, he played for various clubs around
the world, including stints in the United States, seeking to continue his professional
journey and contribute to emerging soccer markets.

George Best’s Tenure with the San Jose
Earthquakes

George Best’s involvement with the San Jose Earthquakes occurred during a period when
American soccer was striving to establish itself professionally. His time with the
Earthquakes, although brief, drew significant attention and helped elevate the profile of



the team and the league. Best joined the Earthquakes in the late 1970s, bringing star
power and experience to a developing soccer scene.

Joining the NASL Earthquakes

Best signed with the San Jose Earthquakes in 1976, during the height of the NASL’s
efforts to attract global soccer stars to the United States. His presence on the team was
seen as a major coup, intended to boost attendance and media interest. Although his stay
was relatively short, his performances were memorable and provided a glimpse of world-
class talent to American fans.

Performance and Influence

While statistics from Best’s NASL tenure are limited, his impact went beyond numbers. He
brought excitement and international credibility to the Earthquakes, inspiring teammates
and supporters alike. His flair and skill contributed to the team’s competitive spirit and
helped foster a deeper appreciation for soccer in the local community.

Impact on American Soccer

The association of George Best with the San Jose Earthquakes symbolizes a significant
moment in the history of soccer in the United States. His participation in the NASL was
part of a broader strategy to import international talent to raise the level of play and
generate public interest. This approach laid the foundation for the eventual success and
establishment of Major League Soccer.

Raising the Profile of Soccer

Bringing a player of Best’s caliber to the NASL and specifically to the Earthquakes helped
garner media coverage and attract fans who might otherwise have been unfamiliar with
the sport. His celebrity status provided a bridge between American audiences and the
global game, fostering a new soccer culture in the U.S.

Influence on Future Generations

Best’s time in the U.S. inspired young American players and contributed to growing youth
interest in soccer. The legacy of international stars like Best helped create an environment
where soccer could flourish, eventually leading to the establishment of a more stable and
competitive professional league.



Legacy and Cultural Significance

The legacy of george best san jose earthquakes extends beyond his on-field contributions.
It represents a pioneering era of American soccer and highlights the importance of
international influence in the sport’s domestic growth. The Earthquakes’ history
intertwined with Best’s career remains a celebrated narrative in the annals of U.S. soccer.

Memorabilia and Recognition

Artifacts and memorabilia from Best’s time with the Earthquakes are cherished by
collectors and fans, symbolizing a unique connection between a global icon and a local
team. The Earthquakes organization and supporters continue to honor this legacy through
events and historical retrospectives.

Symbol of Soccer’s Evolution in the U.S.

George Best’s tenure with the San Jose Earthquakes is often cited as an early example of
the internationalization of American soccer. It reflects the sport’s dynamic evolution from
a niche pastime to a mainstream professional enterprise. This period underscored the
potential for soccer to capture the imagination of American audiences and paved the way
for future growth.

San Jose Earthquakes’ establishment and evolution

George Best’s illustrious career and global impact

His role and contributions to the Earthquakes

Influence on American soccer’s development

Enduring cultural and historical significance

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was George Best and what is his connection to the
San Jose Earthquakes?
George Best was a legendary Northern Irish footballer known for his time with
Manchester United. Although he never played for the San Jose Earthquakes, his name is
often mentioned in discussions about soccer legends who influenced the sport globally,



including in the United States.

Did George Best ever play for the San Jose Earthquakes?
No, George Best never played for the San Jose Earthquakes. His professional career was
primarily in the UK and Europe, and while he played in the North American Soccer League
(NASL), he was associated with teams like the Los Angeles Aztecs and Fort Lauderdale
Strikers, not the Earthquakes.

What impact did George Best have on soccer in the
United States?
George Best helped raise the profile of soccer in the United States during the NASL era by
bringing international star power to the league. His skill and charisma attracted attention
to the sport, indirectly benefiting teams like the San Jose Earthquakes by increasing
overall interest in soccer.

When was George Best active in American soccer
leagues?
George Best played in American soccer leagues during the late 1970s and early 1980s,
particularly in the NASL. His presence helped popularize soccer during that period.

Has the San Jose Earthquakes ever honored George Best
in any way?
There is no widely known record of the San Jose Earthquakes officially honoring George
Best, but his legacy as a soccer icon is recognized by fans worldwide, including supporters
of MLS teams like the Earthquakes.

What style of play was George Best known for, and how
does it compare to players from the San Jose
Earthquakes?
George Best was known for his exceptional dribbling, creativity, and flair on the field.
Modern San Jose Earthquakes players also showcase technical skills and creativity,
reflecting the evolution of soccer influenced by legends like Best.

Are there any documentaries or media pieces linking
George Best and the San Jose Earthquakes?
There are no specific documentaries linking George Best directly to the San Jose
Earthquakes; however, various media highlight Best's influence on soccer's growth in the
US, which indirectly impacted teams like the Earthquakes.



How did George Best's legacy influence young soccer
players in San Jose and the broader California area?
George Best's global stardom and style inspired many young soccer players in California,
including San Jose, encouraging a passion for the sport and contributing to the
development of soccer culture in the region.

Could George Best's playing style succeed in today's
MLS, specifically with the San Jose Earthquakes?
George Best's playing style, characterized by skill, agility, and creativity, would likely be
successful in today's MLS, including with the San Jose Earthquakes, as the league values
technically gifted and entertaining players.

Additional Resources
1. George Best: The Belfast Boy and His Football Legacy
This biography delves into the life of George Best, one of football’s most iconic figures,
exploring his rise from a young talent in Belfast to international stardom. It highlights his
unique playing style and charisma on the pitch, as well as the challenges he faced off it.
The book also touches on his brief connections with various football clubs, providing a
comprehensive view of his impact on the sport.

2. San Jose Earthquakes: A History of the Quakes
This book chronicles the history of the San Jose Earthquakes soccer team from their
inception to the present day. It covers the team’s key players, memorable matches, and
the evolution of soccer culture in San Jose. Readers will gain insight into the Earthquakes’
role in Major League Soccer and their passionate fanbase.

3. George Best and the Global Game: Football’s Cultural Icon
Exploring George Best’s influence beyond the UK, this book examines how his talent and
persona impacted football culture worldwide. It includes discussions on his style of play
and how international clubs, including those in the United States, viewed him. The
narrative connects Best’s legacy to the growing popularity of soccer in cities like San Jose.

4. Major League Soccer and the Rise of the San Jose Earthquakes
Focusing on the development of MLS, this book highlights the San Jose Earthquakes as a
case study of growth and challenges within the league. It discusses key seasons,
management decisions, and player acquisitions that shaped the team’s identity. The book
also reflects on how international football legends, including mentions of George Best’s
era, influenced MLS’s aspirations.

5. From Belfast to California: The Football Journey of George Best and American Soccer
This narrative explores the intersections between George Best’s career and the expansion
of soccer in America, particularly in California. It traces the sport’s growth in the region
and the cultural exchanges that enriched teams like the San Jose Earthquakes. Readers
will find stories of how Best’s fame helped elevate soccer’s profile in the US.



6. Legends on the Pitch: George Best and Soccer’s Greatest Players
A collection of profiles of football legends, this book features George Best among other
iconic players. It analyzes their styles, careers, and contributions to the sport’s evolution.
The San Jose Earthquakes are mentioned as part of the broader soccer landscape
influenced by these greats.

7. Soccer in San Jose: The Earthquakes’ Impact on American Sports
This book examines the cultural and sporting significance of the San Jose Earthquakes
within American soccer. It covers the team’s community engagement, rivalries, and
notable players who have left their mark. The narrative occasionally references global
football icons like George Best to contextualize the Earthquakes’ place in soccer history.

8. The Beautiful Game in California: From George Best to the Earthquakes
Highlighting the development of soccer in California, this book connects the legacy of
international stars like George Best to the growth of local teams such as the San Jose
Earthquakes. It offers insights into how global football trends influenced the sport’s
expansion on the West Coast. The book is a celebration of soccer’s increasing popularity in
the region.

9. George Best’s Influence on American Soccer and the San Jose Earthquakes
This focused study explores how George Best’s career and style indirectly influenced
American soccer culture, including teams like the San Jose Earthquakes. It examines
media coverage, fan perceptions, and the broader impact of European football stars on
MLS development. The book provides a unique angle on Best’s enduring legacy within the
US soccer community.
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