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history of kappa alpha psi traces the origins and development of one of the most prominent
historically African American Greek-letter organizations in the United States. Founded in the early
20th century, Kappa Alpha Psi has played a significant role in fostering brotherhood, academic
excellence, and community service among its members. This article explores the fraternity's
founding principles, its expansion across college campuses, the impact of its members in various
fields, and how it has evolved over the decades. Understanding the history of Kappa Alpha Psi offers
valuable insight into its cultural and social contributions as well as its ongoing legacy. The following
sections will provide a detailed overview of the fraternity’s inception, milestones, notable members,
and its role in shaping leadership and empowerment within the African American community.

Founding of Kappa Alpha Psi

Early Growth and Expansion

Core Values and Principles

Notable Members and Contributions

Modern Developments and Legacy

Founding of Kappa Alpha Psi
The history of Kappa Alpha Psi begins in the early 20th century during a period marked by racial
segregation and limited opportunities for African American students in higher education. The
fraternity was founded on January 5, 1911, at Indiana University Bloomington. It was originally
known as Kappa Alpha Nu before adopting its current name. The founders, known as the "Jewel
Founders," were ten African American male students who sought to create an organization that
emphasized achievement in every field of human endeavor. Their vision was to establish a
brotherhood that would support academic excellence, promote leadership, and foster a spirit of unity
among African American college men.

The Jewel Founders
The ten founders of Kappa Alpha Psi are revered for their contribution to African American
collegiate history. They are:

Elder Watson Diggs

Byron Kenneth Armstrong

Ezra Dee Alexander

Henry Tourner Asher

George Wesley Edmonds



Guy Levis Grant

Edward Giles Irvin

John Milton Lee

William Alexander Pollard

Marcus Peter Blakemore

These men laid the foundation for an organization that would transcend the challenges of their era,
focusing on brotherhood, scholastic achievement, and service.

Early Growth and Expansion
Following its establishment, the history of Kappa Alpha Psi is marked by steady growth and the
expansion of its chapters across numerous university campuses. The fraternity quickly gained
recognition for its commitment to academic excellence and leadership development. During its early
years, Kappa Alpha Psi focused on establishing chapters primarily at historically black colleges and
universities (HBCUs), but it also expanded to predominantly white institutions, reflecting its
inclusive philosophy.

Establishment of Chapters
The early expansion involved founding chapters beyond Indiana University to promote the
fraternity’s ideals nationwide. By the 1920s and 1930s, Kappa Alpha Psi had established multiple
chapters in various states, increasing its membership and influence. This growth was essential for
creating a network of young African American men dedicated to personal and communal
advancement.

Challenges and Resilience
The fraternity faced social and institutional challenges during segregation and the Jim Crow era.
Despite these obstacles, Kappa Alpha Psi remained resilient, fostering a sense of pride and solidarity
among its members. The fraternity’s ability to endure and thrive during difficult times is a testament
to the strength of its founding principles.

Core Values and Principles
The history of Kappa Alpha Psi is deeply rooted in its core values, which continue to guide the
fraternity’s mission and activities. The organization emphasizes achievement in every field of human
endeavor, brotherhood, and service. These principles are reflected in the fraternity’s motto,
"Achievement in Every Field of Human Endeavor," which underscores the commitment to excellence
and leadership.

Brotherhood and Fellowship
Brotherhood is a central tenet of Kappa Alpha Psi, encouraging lifelong bonds between members.



The fraternity fosters a supportive environment where men can develop personally and
professionally while contributing positively to their communities.

Service and Leadership
Service to the community and leadership development are integral to the fraternity’s identity.
Members are encouraged to engage in philanthropic activities, mentorship programs, and civic
initiatives that uplift African American communities and society at large.

Scholarship and Achievement
Academic excellence remains a priority within Kappa Alpha Psi. The fraternity promotes scholarship
by recognizing high-achieving members and supporting educational initiatives to enhance academic
success among its members and the broader community.

Notable Members and Contributions
Throughout its history, Kappa Alpha Psi has produced numerous distinguished members who have
made significant contributions in various fields such as politics, sports, entertainment, education,
and business. The fraternity’s influence extends beyond the collegiate environment, impacting
American culture and society.

Prominent Alumni
Some notable Kappa Alpha Psi members include:

Langston Hughes – Renowned poet and social activist

Count Basie – Legendary jazz musician and bandleader

Arthur Ashe – Tennis champion and humanitarian

Shaquille O’Neal – NBA Hall of Famer and sports analyst

Johnnie Cochran – Influential attorney known for high-profile cases

These members exemplify the fraternity’s commitment to achievement and leadership in diverse
arenas.

Social and Cultural Impact
Kappa Alpha Psi has also played a vital role in civil rights and social justice movements. Its members
have been involved in advocacy and community empowerment efforts, helping to shape policies and
perceptions regarding African American rights and equality.



Modern Developments and Legacy
The history of Kappa Alpha Psi continues to evolve as the fraternity adapts to contemporary
challenges and opportunities. Today, the organization remains a prominent and respected fraternity
with numerous chapters worldwide. It continues to emphasize leadership, service, and academic
achievement while expanding its reach through innovative programs and partnerships.

Expansion and Global Presence
In recent decades, Kappa Alpha Psi has extended its presence beyond the United States, establishing
alumni and undergraduate chapters internationally. This global expansion reflects the fraternity’s
commitment to fostering brotherhood and achievement worldwide.

Community Initiatives and Programs
Modern Kappa Alpha Psi chapters actively engage in community service projects, educational
initiatives, and leadership training programs. These efforts focus on youth empowerment,
scholarship support, health awareness, and economic development within underserved communities.

Preserving Tradition While Embracing Innovation
The fraternity balances honoring its rich history with embracing new technologies and social trends
to remain relevant to younger generations. This includes leveraging digital platforms for
communication, recruitment, and program delivery while maintaining the core values established
over a century ago.

Key Milestones in the History of Kappa Alpha Psi
Several significant milestones highlight the fraternity’s journey and achievements:

1911: Founding of Kappa Alpha Nu (later Kappa Alpha Psi) at Indiana University Bloomington.1.

1915: Official name change to Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc.2.

1924: Incorporation of the fraternity as a national organization.3.

1950s-60s: Active participation in civil rights movements and advocacy.4.

1990s-present: Global expansion and increased emphasis on community service and5.
leadership development.

Frequently Asked Questions



When was Kappa Alpha Psi founded?
Kappa Alpha Psi was founded on January 5, 1911.

Who were the founders of Kappa Alpha Psi?
Kappa Alpha Psi was founded by ten African American college students known as the 'Jewel
Founders' at Indiana University.

What was the original name of Kappa Alpha Psi?
The fraternity was originally named Kappa Alpha Nu before it was changed to Kappa Alpha Psi in
1915.

What is the significance of Kappa Alpha Psi in African
American history?
Kappa Alpha Psi played a significant role in promoting academic achievement and community
service among African American men during a time of racial segregation and limited opportunities.

Where was Kappa Alpha Psi founded?
Kappa Alpha Psi was founded at Indiana University Bloomington in Indiana, USA.

What are the core values of Kappa Alpha Psi?
The core values of Kappa Alpha Psi include achievement in every field of human endeavor,
leadership, and service to communities.

How did Kappa Alpha Psi contribute to the civil rights
movement?
Members of Kappa Alpha Psi were actively involved in civil rights activities, advocating for equality,
justice, and social change throughout the 20th century.

What is the official motto of Kappa Alpha Psi?
The official motto of Kappa Alpha Psi is 'Achievement in Every Field of Human Endeavor.'

How has Kappa Alpha Psi evolved since its founding?
Kappa Alpha Psi has expanded from a single campus organization to an international fraternity with
chapters across the United States and abroad, focusing on leadership, scholarship, and community
service.



What role does Kappa Alpha Psi play in modern society?
Today, Kappa Alpha Psi continues to mentor young men, support educational initiatives, and
contribute to community development projects worldwide.

Additional Resources
1. The Founding Legacy: The History of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc.
This book delves into the origins of Kappa Alpha Psi, tracing its establishment at Indiana University
in 1911. It highlights the founders' vision to create a fraternity emphasizing achievement and
brotherhood. The narrative explores the social and educational challenges faced during its inception
and the fraternity's early growth.

2. Kappa Alpha Psi: A Century of Achievement and Brotherhood
Celebrating over 100 years of Kappa Alpha Psi, this volume chronicles the fraternity's milestones
and contributions to African American communities. It includes personal stories from members,
detailing how the fraternity has shaped leadership and academic excellence. The book also discusses
the organization's role in civil rights movements.

3. Brothers in Excellence: The Evolution of Kappa Alpha Psi
This text examines the fraternity's development from a small campus group to a national
powerhouse. It focuses on the expansion of chapters, national programs, and philanthropic efforts.
The book also analyzes the fraternity's impact on higher education and social justice initiatives.

4. Red and White: Symbolism and Tradition in Kappa Alpha Psi
Exploring the rich symbolism behind Kappa Alpha Psi's colors, letters, and rituals, this book offers
an in-depth look at the fraternity's cultural identity. It discusses how these elements foster unity and
pride among members. The work also includes interviews with historians and fraternity elders.

5. Champions of Change: Kappa Alpha Psi and the Civil Rights Era
Focusing on the fraternity's involvement during the pivotal civil rights era, this book highlights key
members and their activism. It details how Kappa Alpha Psi supported social reforms and advocated
for equality. The narrative ties the fraternity’s principles to broader societal changes.

6. Mentors and Leaders: The Role of Kappa Alpha Psi in Professional Development
This book explores how Kappa Alpha Psi has cultivated leadership skills and professional networks
among its members. It provides case studies of notable alumni who have excelled in various
industries. The text underscores the fraternity’s commitment to mentoring young men.

7. Kappa Alpha Psi: Brotherhood Beyond Borders
Examining the fraternity’s international expansion, this book details the establishment of chapters
outside the United States. It discusses cultural adaptations and the global impact of Kappa Alpha
Psi’s principles. The book highlights stories from members around the world.

8. The Pillars of Kappa Alpha Psi: Service, Scholarship, and Perseverance
This work outlines the core values that have sustained the fraternity through decades of change. It
provides historical context for each pillar and illustrates their application through various fraternity
initiatives. The book also includes reflections from members on living these ideals.

9. Voices of Kappa Alpha Psi: Oral Histories from Brothers Past and Present



A compilation of interviews and personal narratives, this book offers firsthand accounts of fraternity
life across different generations. It captures the evolving experiences and challenges faced by
members. The oral histories provide a unique, intimate perspective on the fraternity’s legacy.
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