
how many wives did alexander hamilton have

how many wives did alexander hamilton have is a question that often arises due to the intriguing and

sometimes misunderstood personal life of one of America's Founding Fathers. Alexander Hamilton, a

key figure in the establishment of the United States financial system, was known for his political

prowess as well as his complex personal relationships. Understanding his marital status involves

exploring his life, his marriage, and the societal context of his time. This article will clarify how many

wives Alexander Hamilton had, delve into his well-documented marriage, and address common

misconceptions related to his personal life. Readers interested in American history, Hamilton’s

biography, or early American political figures will find this comprehensive overview informative. The

discussion will also touch on Hamilton’s family life, his wife’s background, and the legacy of their

union. The following sections will outline these topics in detail for clarity and depth.

Alexander Hamilton’s Marital Status

Elizabeth Schuyler Hamilton: His Only Wife

Common Misconceptions About Hamilton’s Marriages

Family Life and Children

Impact of Hamilton’s Marriage on His Legacy

Alexander Hamilton’s Marital Status

To answer the question of how many wives did Alexander Hamilton have, it is essential to begin with

the factual historical records. Alexander Hamilton was married only once during his lifetime. His sole



marriage was to Elizabeth Schuyler, a member of the prominent Schuyler family in New York. There is

no credible historical evidence to suggest that Hamilton had any other wives or legal spouses.

Hamilton’s married life began in the late 18th century, a period when marriage was often intertwined

with social status and political alliances. Despite being a figure involved in numerous controversies and

political battles, his status as a husband remained consistent with only one legal wife. This fact is well-

documented by historians, biographies, and Hamilton’s own correspondence.

Marriage Practices in the 18th Century

During Hamilton’s era, monogamy was the legally recognized and socially accepted form of marriage

in the United States and the British colonies from which the country derived much of its legal

framework. Multiple marriages at the same time (polygamy) were not legally recognized, and divorce

was rare and socially stigmatized. This context supports the fact that Hamilton’s marital record

includes only one wife.

Elizabeth Schuyler Hamilton: His Only Wife

Elizabeth Schuyler Hamilton was the only wife of Alexander Hamilton. They married in December

1780, and their union lasted until Hamilton’s death in 1804. Elizabeth was born into the influential

Schuyler family, known for their wealth and political connections, which played a significant role in

Hamilton’s social and political life.

Elizabeth’s background and character contributed to her significant influence on Hamilton’s personal

and professional life. Their marriage was marked by both affection and hardship, including Hamilton’s

political career and the tragic events that surrounded their family.

Elizabeth Schuyler’s Background

Elizabeth, often called Eliza, was the daughter of Philip Schuyler, a Revolutionary War general and

New York senator. Her family’s status afforded Hamilton valuable connections in the political and



social circles of the time. The Schuylers were a prominent family in New York, and this alliance

strengthened Hamilton’s position as a rising political figure.

The Marriage Ceremony and Life Together

Alexander Hamilton and Elizabeth Schuyler’s wedding took place at the Schuyler family home in

Albany, New York. Their marriage was both a personal union and a strategic alliance that helped

Hamilton navigate the complex world of early American politics. Throughout their marriage, Elizabeth

supported Hamilton’s career and managed their household, even during times of scandal and

hardship.

Common Misconceptions About Hamilton’s Marriages

There are several misconceptions surrounding the question of how many wives did Alexander

Hamilton have. Some of these arise from confusion over his alleged extramarital affairs and the

portrayal of his life in popular media, such as musicals and films. However, these do not equate to

multiple marriages.

It is important to distinguish between having multiple wives and having relationships outside of

marriage. While Hamilton did have a well-documented affair, this did not result in additional marriages.

Historical records confirm that Elizabeth Schuyler remained his only lawful wife until his death.

Affairs vs. Marriages

Alexander Hamilton’s most famous extramarital affair was with Maria Reynolds, which became a public

scandal. Despite this, Hamilton never married Maria or any other woman besides Elizabeth. This

distinction is crucial when addressing questions about how many wives he had.



Portrayals in Popular Culture

Modern depictions, including the hit musical "Hamilton," have brought renewed interest to his life but

sometimes blur distinctions between personal relationships and legal marriages. These artistic

interpretations do not alter the historical fact that Hamilton had only one wife.

Family Life and Children

Alexander Hamilton and Elizabeth Schuyler had a large family together. Their marriage produced eight

children, contributing to Hamilton’s legacy beyond his political achievements. The family’s story

provides insight into the personal life of a man often seen primarily through his public roles.

Philip Hamilton (1782–1801)

Angelica Hamilton (1784–1857)

Alexander Hamilton Jr. (1786–1875)

James Alexander Hamilton (1788–1878)

John Church Hamilton (1792–1882)

William Stephen Hamilton (1797–1850)

Eliza Hamilton Holly (1799–1859)

Philip Hamilton (1802–1884)

The Hamilton children played various roles in American society, with some continuing their father’s



legacy in law, politics, and military service. The family unit was a central part of Alexander Hamilton’s

personal life and is often studied to understand his character and motivations.

Impact of Hamilton’s Marriage on His Legacy

Elizabeth Schuyler Hamilton’s role as Alexander Hamilton’s wife significantly impacted his legacy. After

his death, she dedicated much of her life to preserving his memory and contributing to charitable

causes. Her efforts helped shape the historical perception of Hamilton and ensured that his

contributions to the nation were remembered.

Their marriage also humanizes Hamilton, showing a side of him beyond his political and financial

accomplishments. The partnership between Alexander and Elizabeth provides valuable context for

understanding the man behind the influential historical figure.

Elizabeth’s Preservation of Hamilton’s Legacy

Following Hamilton’s death in a duel in 1804, Elizabeth actively worked to preserve his legacy. She

helped organize the publication of his writings and supported the founding of institutions such as the

first orphanage in New York City. Her dedication ensured that Hamilton’s role in American history

remained prominent for future generations.

The Influence of Their Marriage on Historical Narratives

The enduring marriage between Alexander Hamilton and Elizabeth Schuyler often features in historical

narratives as a symbol of loyalty and partnership. This aspect of his life contrasts with the political

controversies he faced and contributes to a more nuanced understanding of his character.



Frequently Asked Questions

How many wives did Alexander Hamilton have?

Alexander Hamilton had only one wife, Elizabeth Schuyler Hamilton.

Who was Alexander Hamilton's wife?

Alexander Hamilton's wife was Elizabeth Schuyler, whom he married in 1780.

Did Alexander Hamilton ever remarry after his wife's death?

No, Alexander Hamilton did not remarry; he died before his wife, Elizabeth.

Was Alexander Hamilton married more than once?

No, Alexander Hamilton was married only once during his lifetime.

How long was Alexander Hamilton married to Elizabeth Schuyler?

Alexander Hamilton was married to Elizabeth Schuyler for about 22 years until his death in 1804.

Did Alexander Hamilton have any other romantic partners besides his

wife?

While Alexander Hamilton was married only once, historical records indicate he had extramarital

affairs, but he had only one legal wife.

Is there any historical evidence of Alexander Hamilton having multiple

wives?

No, there is no historical evidence that Alexander Hamilton had multiple wives; he was married only to

Elizabeth Schuyler Hamilton.



Additional Resources

1. Alexander Hamilton: The Man and His Marriage

This biography explores the personal life of Alexander Hamilton, focusing on his relationship with his

wife, Elizabeth Schuyler Hamilton. It delves into their courtship, marriage, and the challenges they

faced together during the founding years of the United States. The book sheds light on the steadfast

partnership that supported Hamilton through his political and personal trials.

2. One Wife, One Love: The Marriage of Alexander Hamilton

This book examines the singular marriage of Alexander Hamilton, emphasizing that he had only one

wife throughout his life. It provides insight into Elizabeth Schuyler Hamilton’s role as a devoted spouse

and mother, and how their marriage influenced Hamilton’s legacy. Readers gain an understanding of

the dynamics of their relationship amid the turbulent Revolutionary era.

3. The Hamilton Marriage: Love and Loyalty in Revolutionary America

Focusing on the domestic side of Alexander Hamilton’s life, this work highlights his marriage to

Elizabeth Schuyler. It discusses how their union was a source of strength and stability for Hamilton,

despite the public controversies he faced. The narrative also touches on the social and political

environment that shaped their life together.

4. Elizabeth Schuyler Hamilton: The Wife Behind the Founding Father

This biography centers on Elizabeth Schuyler Hamilton, offering a detailed account of her marriage to

Alexander Hamilton. It portrays her as an influential figure who managed the family’s affairs and

preserved Hamilton’s legacy after his death. The book clarifies that Alexander Hamilton had only one

wife, countering common misconceptions.

5. The Untold Story of Alexander Hamilton’s Family Life

Exploring beyond Hamilton’s political achievements, this book uncovers the personal aspects of his

life, particularly his marriage. It confirms that Hamilton was married once, to Elizabeth Schuyler, and

discusses their family life and children. The narrative provides context for understanding Hamilton’s

motivations and character.



6. Faithful and True: The Hamilton Marriage Examined

This book takes a close look at the fidelity and devotion in Alexander Hamilton’s marriage. It

addresses rumors and myths about his personal life, clarifying that he had only one lawful wife.

Through letters and historical documents, the author paints a picture of a committed, if complex,

marital relationship.

7. Hamilton’s Home: The Life of Elizabeth Schuyler Hamilton

A detailed biography focused on Hamilton’s wife, this work highlights her importance in his life and

career. It discusses the couple's single marriage and their efforts to raise a family amidst political

turmoil. The book provides a nuanced view of their partnership and mutual support.

8. One Marriage, Many Stories: The Life of Alexander Hamilton and Elizabeth Schuyler

This narrative explores the multifaceted aspects of Hamilton’s marriage, emphasizing that he had only

one wife. It includes personal anecdotes, historical records, and analyses of their enduring bond. The

book offers readers an intimate look at the couple’s shared experiences and legacy.

9. Alexander Hamilton’s Wife: The Woman Who Stood By Him

Focusing on Elizabeth Schuyler Hamilton, this book highlights her unwavering support for her husband

throughout his career. It confirms that Hamilton’s marital history involved only one spouse and

showcases her role in preserving his memory. The story celebrates a partnership that helped shape

early American history.
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