
i have a dream speech citation

i have a dream speech citation is essential for anyone studying one of the most iconic moments in
American history. Delivered by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. during the 1963 March on Washington, the "I
Have a Dream" speech remains a powerful symbol of the Civil Rights Movement. Understanding how
to properly cite this speech is crucial for academic writing, research, and historical documentation.
This article explores the correct citation formats for the speech, including MLA, APA, and Chicago
styles, while also providing context about the speech’s origin and significance. Additionally, it covers
tips for quoting and referencing the speech in various types of scholarly work. The following sections
will guide readers through citation methods and the broader importance of the speech in historical
and cultural studies.

Understanding the Historical Context of the "I Have a Dream" Speech

Common Citation Styles for the "I Have a Dream" Speech

How to Quote the Speech Effectively

Importance of Accurate Citation in Academic Work

Additional Resources for Researching the Speech

Understanding the Historical Context of the "I Have a
Dream" Speech
The "I Have a Dream" speech was delivered by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. on August 28, 1963, at the
Lincoln Memorial during the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom. This speech is widely
regarded as a defining moment in the American Civil Rights Movement, advocating for racial equality
and an end to discrimination. Dr. King’s eloquent vision of a society where individuals are judged by
their character rather than skin color resonated deeply with audiences nationwide and internationally.
Understanding this context is vital when citing the speech, as it provides the cultural and political
background necessary for comprehensive academic analysis.

Significance in the Civil Rights Movement
The speech encapsulated the aspirations of millions of African Americans and civil rights activists
striving for justice and equality. It galvanized public opinion and helped pave the way for landmark
legislation such as the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. When citing the
speech, referencing this historical significance enriches the analysis and underscores its enduring
impact.



Delivery and Public Reception
Delivered to a crowd of over 250,000 people, the speech’s powerful rhetoric and hopeful tone
immediately captured widespread media attention. Dr. King’s oratory skills made the speech
memorable, and its phrases, including the iconic “I have a dream” refrain, have since become
embedded in American cultural memory. Proper citation often includes noting the speech’s location,
date, and occasion to establish authenticity.

Common Citation Styles for the "I Have a Dream"
Speech
Citing the "I Have a Dream" speech accurately involves following established citation styles used in
academic and professional writing. The most common styles include MLA (Modern Language
Association), APA (American Psychological Association), and Chicago Manual of Style. Each format has
specific requirements for citing speeches, whether accessed in print, online, or in audiovisual formats.

MLA Citation Format
In MLA style, the citation of a speech typically includes the speaker’s name, the title of the speech (if
applicable), the event, location, date, and the source where the speech was accessed. For example:

King, Martin Luther, Jr. "I Have a Dream." March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom, Lincoln
Memorial, Washington, D.C., 28 Aug. 1963.

If the speech is accessed through a book or website, additional publication information is included.
MLA emphasizes the importance of the original delivery date and location.

APA Citation Format
APA style requires the speaker’s name, the year of the speech, the title (if available), and details
about the event. An example citation might be:

King, M. L., Jr. (1963, August 28). I have a dream [Speech transcript]. March on Washington for
Jobs and Freedom, Washington, D.C.

When citing a recorded version, the format can include retrieval information or DOI if applicable. APA
focuses on providing enough detail for readers to locate the original speech.

Chicago Manual of Style
Chicago style offers two systems: notes and bibliography, and author-date. For speeches, the notes
and bibliography system is commonly used. A typical citation would be:



Martin Luther King Jr., “I Have a Dream,” speech, March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom,
Washington, D.C., August 28, 1963.

Chicago style allows flexibility depending on whether the speech is cited from a transcript, book, or
audiovisual source.

How to Quote the Speech Effectively
Quoting the "I Have a Dream" speech in research or academic work requires attention to accuracy
and context. Selecting relevant excerpts that support the argument enhances the strength of the
writing. Proper citation also involves integrating quotes smoothly into the text.

Selecting Key Passages
The speech contains several memorable lines that are frequently quoted. Examples include:

"I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, every hill and mountain shall be
made low."

"I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be
judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character."

"Let freedom ring from every hill and molehill of Mississippi."

Choosing which segments to quote depends on the focus of the paper or project. Always ensure
quotations are accurate and reflect the speech’s original wording.

Formatting Quotations
Short quotations (fewer than 40 words) can be incorporated within the text using quotation marks.
Longer quotations should be formatted as block quotes, indented and without quotation marks,
according to the relevant citation style. Proper attribution must accompany all quotations to avoid
plagiarism.

Importance of Accurate Citation in Academic Work
Accurate citation of the "I Have a Dream" speech is fundamental to maintaining academic integrity
and supporting scholarly discourse. Proper referencing acknowledges the original source and allows
readers to verify information. It also respects the intellectual property of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and
the historical significance of his work.



Preventing Plagiarism
Failing to cite the speech appropriately can result in plagiarism, which undermines the credibility of
the research and may have serious academic consequences. Using consistent citation styles and
thorough documentation helps prevent these issues.

Enhancing Research Quality
Well-cited sources demonstrate thorough research and lend authority to an argument. Citing the
speech accurately also connects contemporary analysis with historical documents, enriching the
academic conversation.

Additional Resources for Researching the Speech
Several reputable sources provide access to transcripts, audio, and video recordings of the "I Have a
Dream" speech. Utilizing these resources ensures the use of authentic material for citation and
analysis.

Archives and Libraries
Institutions such as the Library of Congress and the National Archives maintain official records of Dr.
King’s speeches, including "I Have a Dream." These archives offer primary sources that are
authoritative for citation.

Academic Databases
Research databases like JSTOR, ProQuest, and university libraries often include collections of civil
rights documents and speeches. These platforms provide reliable versions of the speech for scholarly
use.

Published Books and Compilations
Books compiling Dr. King’s speeches or biographical works often include the full text of "I Have a
Dream," accompanied by contextual analysis. When citing from these sources, include complete
bibliographic information to guide readers.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do I properly cite the 'I Have a Dream' speech in APA



format?
To cite the 'I Have a Dream' speech by Martin Luther King Jr. in APA format, you can use the following
format: King, M. L., Jr. (1963, August 28). I have a dream [Speech transcript]. Retrieved from [URL if
online]. If you accessed it from a book or anthology, cite accordingly.

What is the correct MLA citation for the 'I Have a Dream'
speech?
In MLA format, the citation for the 'I Have a Dream' speech would be: King, Martin Luther, Jr. "I Have a
Dream." 28 Aug. 1963, Lincoln Memorial, Washington, D.C. Speech.

Can I cite the 'I Have a Dream' speech as a primary source in
my research paper?
Yes, the 'I Have a Dream' speech is considered a primary source as it is an original document
delivered by Martin Luther King Jr. You can cite it directly to support your analysis or arguments.

Where can I find a reliable transcript of the 'I Have a Dream'
speech for citation purposes?
Reliable transcripts of the 'I Have a Dream' speech can be found on reputable websites such as The
King Center, American Rhetoric, or the National Archives. Always ensure to use trusted sources for
accurate citations.

How do I cite the 'I Have a Dream' speech if I watched it as a
video online?
If citing a video of the speech from an online platform in APA, format it as: King, M. L., Jr. (1963). I
have a dream [Video]. YouTube. URL. Adjust the citation style based on the platform and style guide
you are using.

Is it necessary to include the date when citing the 'I Have a
Dream' speech?
Yes, including the date (August 28, 1963) when Martin Luther King Jr. delivered the 'I Have a Dream'
speech is important for accurate citation and historical context.

What details are essential to include when citing the 'I Have a
Dream' speech?
Essential details for citing the 'I Have a Dream' speech include the speaker's full name (Martin Luther
King Jr.), the date of the speech (August 28, 1963), the title of the speech, the location (Lincoln
Memorial, Washington, D.C.), and the source from which you accessed the speech (transcript, video,
book, website).



Additional Resources
1. Parting the Waters: America in the King Years 1954-63
This Pulitzer Prize-winning book by Taylor Branch offers a comprehensive history of the civil rights
movement, including the events leading up to Martin Luther King Jr.'s iconic "I Have a Dream" speech.
It provides deep insights into the political and social climate of the time, highlighting King's leadership
and the challenges faced by activists. The book is an essential resource for understanding the context
of the speech and its impact on American society.

2. Martin Luther King Jr.: A Life
Written by Marshall Frady, this biography presents a vivid portrait of Dr. King’s life, focusing on his
role as a civil rights leader. The book explores the origins and significance of the "I Have a Dream"
speech, situating it within King's broader activism and philosophy. It offers readers an intimate look at
the man behind the movement and the enduring legacy of his words.

3. Where Do We Go from Here: Chaos or Community?
In this book, Martin Luther King Jr. reflects on the progress of the civil rights movement and outlines
his vision for future social justice efforts. Written a few years after the "I Have a Dream" speech, it
expands on themes of equality, nonviolence, and economic justice. The text serves as a continuation
of King's ideals and provides context for the ongoing struggle for civil rights.

4. I Have a Dream: Writings and Speeches That Changed the World
Edited by James M. Washington, this collection compiles some of Martin Luther King Jr.'s most
influential speeches and writings, including the full text of the "I Have a Dream" speech. The book
offers critical commentary and historical background, making it an invaluable resource for students
and scholars interested in King's rhetoric and its significance. It captures the power and poetry of
King's words in a single volume.

5. The Speech: The Story Behind Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s Dream
By Gary Younge, this book delves into the making and legacy of the "I Have a Dream" speech. It
examines the historical context, the day of the March on Washington, and the speech’s lasting
influence on American culture and politics. Younge provides a detailed narrative that highlights the
strategic and emotional elements of King’s address.

6. Stride Toward Freedom: The Montgomery Story
Martin Luther King Jr.'s own account of the Montgomery Bus Boycott, this book reveals the early
stages of the civil rights movement and King's emerging leadership. The narrative lays the
groundwork for understanding the motivations and principles reflected in the "I Have a Dream"
speech. It’s a firsthand perspective on the nonviolent resistance that shaped King's activism.

7. At Canaan's Edge: America in the King Years, 1965-68
Another installment by Taylor Branch, this volume covers the final years of Martin Luther King Jr.'s life
and the civil rights movement. It contextualizes the "I Have a Dream" speech within the broader
struggles of the late 1960s, including urban unrest and the push for economic equality. The book
offers a nuanced view of King's evolving strategies and the challenges he faced.

8. Rhetoric and Reality: The Making of Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” Speech
This academic study analyzes the rhetorical techniques and historical circumstances that shaped the
"I Have a Dream" speech. It explores how King crafted his message to resonate with diverse
audiences and inspire action. The book is particularly valuable for those interested in speechwriting,
communication, and the power of oratory in social movements.



9. Freedom's Dream: The Legacy of Martin Luther King Jr.'s Speech
This book examines the long-term impact of the "I Have a Dream" speech on civil rights, politics, and
culture in America and beyond. It traces how the speech has been cited, celebrated, and sometimes
contested over the decades. The author reflects on the ways King's dream continues to influence
contemporary discussions about race and justice.
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