
icd-10 code for history of hysterectomy
icd-10 code for history of hysterectomy is an important classification used in medical coding to
indicate a patient’s prior surgical removal of the uterus. This code plays a critical role in patient
medical records, billing, and insurance claims processing. Understanding the correct ICD-10 code for
history of hysterectomy is essential for healthcare providers, coders, and medical billing professionals
to ensure accurate documentation and communication across healthcare systems. This article
explores the specifics of the ICD-10 classification for history of hysterectomy, including its correct
usage, related codes, and implications for clinical practice. Additionally, the article covers the
terminology surrounding hysterectomy history, common coding challenges, and guidelines for
accurate application. By providing a comprehensive overview, this guide assists in improving coding
accuracy and optimizing healthcare workflow related to hysterectomy history documentation.
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Understanding the ICD-10 Code for History of
Hysterectomy
The ICD-10 code for history of hysterectomy is primarily classified under the category Z90.710, which
specifically denotes “Acquired absence of uterus.” This code is used to document that the patient has
undergone a hysterectomy in the past, indicating the surgical removal of all or part of the uterus. It is
important to distinguish between active surgical procedures and historical events; therefore, Z90.710
serves as a status code rather than a procedural code.

In clinical documentation, accurately capturing the history of hysterectomy supports continuity of
care, especially in gynecological evaluations, cancer screenings, and reproductive health
management. The ICD-10 system utilizes these history codes to denote previous conditions or
surgeries that may influence current treatment or diagnostic decisions. Thus, understanding the exact
code and its application is vital for medical coding professionals and healthcare providers.

Definition and Scope of History Codes in ICD-10
History codes in the ICD-10 classification, such as Z90.710, describe conditions or surgical histories
that are no longer active but have clinical relevance. These codes do not represent ongoing illness but
serve as markers in the patient’s medical record. They are essential for indicating past surgeries like
hysterectomy, which may affect future medical interventions or risk assessments.



When to Use the ICD-10 Code for History of Hysterectomy
This code should be used when the patient’s medical record indicates a prior hysterectomy and the
history is pertinent to the current healthcare encounter. It is not appropriate to use this code for
active treatment or procedures but rather for documenting the patient’s surgical history.

Common Types of Hysterectomy and Their Coding
Implications
Hysterectomy procedures vary in extent and technique, ranging from partial to total removal of the
uterus. Understanding these types is essential because the ICD-10 coding system differentiates
between current surgical interventions and historical documentation.

Types of Hysterectomy Procedures

Total Hysterectomy: Removal of the entire uterus including the cervix.

Subtotal or Partial Hysterectomy: Removal of the uterus while leaving the cervix intact.

Radical Hysterectomy: Extensive surgery removing the uterus, tissue around the uterus, and
part of the vagina, often used in cancer treatment.

Laparoscopic or Vaginal Hysterectomy: Minimally invasive surgical techniques used for
uterus removal.

Even though these procedural distinctions are critical at the time of surgery, the ICD-10 history code
Z90.710 does not differentiate between these types. It broadly covers any acquired absence of the
uterus resulting from a hysterectomy.

Implications for Medical Coding
Coders must ensure that the history of hysterectomy is documented properly in the patient’s medical
record before assigning Z90.710. For current surgical procedures, different ICD-10-PCS codes apply
depending on the type and approach of the hysterectomy. The history code is only appropriate when
the hysterectomy is a past event influencing present care.

Guidelines for Using the ICD-10 Code for History of
Hysterectomy
Correct application of the ICD-10 code for history of hysterectomy requires adherence to official
coding guidelines and clinical documentation standards. These guidelines assist in avoiding miscoding
and support accurate communication of patient history.



Documentation Requirements
Accurate documentation is the foundation for proper coding. The medical record must explicitly state
that the patient has undergone a hysterectomy. Supporting details such as the type of hysterectomy
and date of surgery may be useful but are not mandatory for assigning the history code.

Situations Warranting Usage of Z90.710
The following clinical scenarios justify the use of the history code for hysterectomy:

Preoperative assessments where surgical history impacts planning.

Gynecological examinations assessing changes after uterus removal.

Screening for conditions influenced by the absence of the uterus.

Documentation for insurance and billing purposes reflecting surgical history.

Common Coding Errors to Avoid
Some common pitfalls in coding history of hysterectomy include:

Using Z90.710 for active hysterectomy procedures instead of procedural codes.

Failing to document the surgical history clearly before coding.

Confusing hysterectomy history with other gynecological surgeries.

Related ICD-10 Codes and Their Applications
The ICD-10 coding system includes various codes related to hysterectomy and reproductive health
history. Awareness of these related codes helps in comprehensive and precise medical recordkeeping.

Other Relevant History Codes

Z98.890: History of other specified surgical procedures, which may include other gynecological
surgeries.

Z90.79: Acquired absence of other reproductive organs, such as ovaries or fallopian tubes.

N80-N98 Series: Codes for conditions and disorders related to the female reproductive
system, useful when documenting complications or sequelae post-hysterectomy.



Procedure Codes for Hysterectomy
While Z90.710 is used to indicate history, actual hysterectomy procedures are coded using ICD-10-
PCS codes in inpatient settings or CPT codes in outpatient settings. These codes vary based on
surgical approach and extent of removal and are used at the time of surgery rather than for historical
documentation.

Importance of Accurate Coding for History of
Hysterectomy
Accurate use of the icd-10 code for history of hysterectomy is crucial for many aspects of healthcare
delivery and administration. It impacts clinical decision-making, patient safety, reimbursement, and
epidemiological data collection.

Clinical Impact
Proper coding helps clinicians understand the patient’s medical background, influencing diagnostic
and treatment strategies. Knowledge of a hysterectomy history may affect hormone therapy, cancer
screening protocols, and management of pelvic symptoms.

Billing and Insurance Considerations
Insurance payers require precise coding to validate claims. Using the correct history code ensures
that billing reflects the patient’s surgical background without confusion with active procedures,
thereby preventing claim denials or delays.

Research and Public Health Data
Accurate coding contributes to reliable health data collection used in research studies and public
health monitoring. Tracking the prevalence of hysterectomy and related outcomes depends on
standardized use of ICD-10 codes.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the ICD-10 code for history of hysterectomy?
The ICD-10 code for history of hysterectomy is Z90.710.



How is the ICD-10 code Z90.710 defined?
ICD-10 code Z90.710 is defined as 'Acquired absence of cervix uteri' which is used to indicate a
history of hysterectomy.

Are there multiple ICD-10 codes related to history of
hysterectomy?
Yes, there can be different codes such as Z90.710 for absence of cervix uteri and Z90.711 for absence
of uterus, depending on the type of hysterectomy.

Can Z90.710 be used for both partial and total hysterectomy?
Z90.710 typically refers to the acquired absence of the cervix uteri, which may be more relevant to
total hysterectomy. For partial hysterectomy, coding may vary.

Is there a specific ICD-10 code for subtotal hysterectomy
history?
There is no specific ICD-10 code for subtotal hysterectomy history; Z90.710 or Z90.711 may be used
depending on the documentation of the removed anatomy.

How do you code history of hysterectomy when the uterus
and cervix are removed?
You can use ICD-10 code Z90.711, which indicates acquired absence of uterus.

Does ICD-10 code Z90.710 indicate surgical removal or
congenital absence?
Z90.710 indicates acquired absence, meaning surgical removal, such as hysterectomy, not congenital
absence.

Can history of hysterectomy be coded as a Z code in ICD-10?
Yes, history of hysterectomy is coded as a Z code in ICD-10, specifically Z90.710 or Z90.711.

Is it necessary to document the type of hysterectomy for
accurate ICD-10 coding?
Yes, accurate documentation of the type of hysterectomy helps in selecting the correct ICD-10 code
for history of hysterectomy.

Are Z90 codes used only for history or can they be used for



current conditions post-hysterectomy?
Z90 codes are generally used for history or acquired absence, not for active conditions; other codes
should be used for current complications.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding ICD-10 Coding for Surgical Histories: Focus on Hysterectomy
This book provides a comprehensive guide to ICD-10 coding with a special emphasis on surgical
histories, including hysterectomy. It covers the nuances of coding for past surgical procedures and
their implications for patient records. Ideal for medical coders and healthcare professionals seeking
accuracy in documentation.

2. ICD-10-CM and PCS Coding Handbook with Answers 2024: History of Hysterectomy Explained
A detailed handbook that breaks down ICD-10-CM and PCS coding rules, this title includes specific
chapters on coding histories of surgeries such as hysterectomy. It offers practical examples and case
studies to help coders navigate complex scenarios involving past surgical history.

3. Clinical Documentation and ICD-10 Coding for Gynecological Procedures
Focusing on gynecology, this book delves into clinical documentation requirements and coding
practices, highlighting hysterectomy as a key procedure. It guides clinicians and coders through the
process of accurately capturing patient histories for improved care and billing.

4. Medical Coding and Billing for Women’s Health: ICD-10 Perspectives
This resource explores coding and billing challenges specific to women’s health services, with a
dedicated section for hysterectomy history coding. It addresses common pitfalls and provides tips for
ensuring compliance with ICD-10 standards.

5. ICD-10 Coding Companion: Surgical History and Procedures
An essential companion for coding professionals, this book clarifies the classification of surgical
histories, including hysterectomy, within ICD-10. It explains coding protocols and the importance of
precise documentation for patient safety and reimbursement.

6. Gynecological Surgery Coding: Mastering ICD-10 and Documentation
Geared toward coders and healthcare providers specializing in gynecology, this text offers in-depth
coverage of coding for surgeries like hysterectomy. It emphasizes the critical role of thorough clinical
documentation in achieving accurate ICD-10 coding.

7. History of Surgery in ICD-10: A Guide for Healthcare Professionals
This book presents an overview of how surgical histories, such as hysterectomy, are coded in ICD-10.
It provides clear guidelines and examples useful for healthcare professionals involved in patient
record management and coding.

8. ICD-10-CM Coding for Obstetrics and Gynecology
Dedicated to obstetrics and gynecology coding, this book covers ICD-10 codes relevant to procedures
including hysterectomy history. It serves as a practical reference for coders working in women’s
health settings.

9. Accurate Coding of Surgical Histories: Case Studies on Hysterectomy
Through real-world case studies, this book illustrates common challenges and best practices in coding



surgical histories like hysterectomy under ICD-10. It is an excellent resource for coders aiming to
enhance their expertise and reduce errors.
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