
iowa state graduation cords

iowa state graduation cords are a significant symbol of academic achievement and recognition at Iowa

State University. These cords represent various honors, distinctions, and participation in specific

organizations or academic programs. Understanding the meaning and eligibility criteria for different

graduation cords is essential for students preparing to graduate. This article provides a comprehensive

overview of Iowa State graduation cords, including the types available, how students can earn them,

and the significance of each cord color. Additionally, details on ordering, wearing protocol, and

frequently asked questions are included to ensure graduates are well-prepared for their

commencement ceremony. Whether a student is graduating with honors, involved in leadership

programs, or recognized for community service, this guide covers all aspects of Iowa State graduation

cords.
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Types of Iowa State Graduation Cords

Iowa State University offers a variety of graduation cords to acknowledge students’ achievements

across academic, leadership, and service domains. Each cord color corresponds to a specific honor or



organization, allowing graduation participants and attendees to recognize accomplishments at a

glance.

Academic Honors Cords

Graduation cords awarded for academic excellence are among the most prestigious at Iowa State.

These include cords for students graduating with honors such as cum laude, magna cum laude, and

summa cum laude distinctions. The colors of these cords are standardized to represent the level of

academic achievement.

Organizational and Leadership Cords

Students who have demonstrated leadership through participation in recognized student organizations,

honor societies, or leadership programs may receive cords reflecting their involvement. These cords

vary in color and signify commitment beyond academics, highlighting leadership, service, and

engagement.

Special Recognition Cords

Additional cords may be awarded for areas such as community service, military service, or

participation in diversity and inclusion initiatives. These cords recognize unique contributions and

efforts made by students during their time at Iowa State University.

Eligibility and Criteria for Graduation Cords

Eligibility requirements for earning Iowa State graduation cords depend on the specific honor or

organization represented by the cord. These criteria ensure that only qualifying students receive

appropriate recognition at commencement.



Academic Honors Criteria

Students must meet GPA thresholds set by the university to qualify for academic honors cords.

Typically, the criteria are:

Cum Laude: GPA of 3.50 to 3.69

Magna Cum Laude: GPA of 3.70 to 3.89

Summa Cum Laude: GPA of 3.90 and above

These GPA ranges are subject to confirmation based on the university’s current academic policies.

Organizational Membership Requirements

For cords representing student organizations or honor societies, students must be active members in

good standing. Some organizations require completion of leadership roles, community service hours,

or participation in specific programs during the academic year.

Special Recognition Qualifications

Special recognition cords may require verification of service, participation in military programs, or

involvement in diversity initiatives. Documentation or recommendations may be necessary to validate

eligibility for these cords.

Ordering and Distribution Process

The process for obtaining Iowa State graduation cords involves coordination between the university,

academic departments, and student organizations. Understanding the ordering and distribution timeline



is crucial for students planning to wear cords at graduation.

University-Provided Cords

Academic honors cords are typically provided by the university or the Registrar’s office at no additional

cost. Eligible students are notified in advance and can pick up their cords during designated times

before the commencement ceremony.

Organization and Department Cords

Student organizations and academic departments responsible for leadership or special recognition

cords generally manage their own ordering process. Students should confirm deadlines and payment

requirements with their respective organizations to ensure timely receipt of cords.

Important Deadlines and Procedures

Adhering to deadlines is essential. Students should:

Confirm eligibility and application status early in the semester of graduation

Submit any required forms or fees promptly

Attend scheduled pick-up times to receive cords and other regalia

Proper Wearing of Graduation Cords

Wearing graduation cords correctly is important to maintain the decorum and tradition of the



commencement ceremony. Iowa State University provides guidelines for how cords should be worn

with the cap and gown attire.

Placement and Orientation

Graduation cords are draped around the neck and rest evenly on both shoulders. The ends should

hang straight down the front of the gown, ensuring the cords are visible but not tangled.

Combining Multiple Cords

Students who earn multiple cords may wear more than one simultaneously. It is recommended to

arrange cords neatly and avoid excessive layering that could detract from the overall appearance.

Additional Regalia Considerations

In addition to cords, graduates may wear stoles, medallions, or pins signifying other honors or

affiliations. Coordination with cords is important to maintain a balanced and respectful look throughout

the ceremony.

Frequently Asked Questions about Iowa State Graduation

Cords

Many students have questions regarding the specifics of Iowa State graduation cords. The following

answers address common inquiries to assist graduates in preparation for commencement.



Can students purchase cords if they are not eligible for honors?

Generally, academic honors cords are reserved for students who meet GPA requirements. However,

some organizations may sell cords to members regardless of academic standing. It is important to

verify the source and eligibility before purchasing.

Are there restrictions on how many cords a student can wear?

There is no official limit on the number of cords worn, but it is advisable to wear only those earned or

awarded to avoid confusion or misrepresentation. Excessive cords may also be impractical or

uncomfortable during the ceremony.

What should students do if they lose their graduation cords before the

ceremony?

Students should contact the appropriate university office or organization as soon as possible to inquire

about replacement options. There may be fees or deadlines associated with replacing lost cords.

Do graduation cords differ by college or department within Iowa State?

While many cords are standardized university-wide, some colleges or departments may have unique

cords to recognize specific achievements or programs. Students should check with their academic

advisors or department offices for details.

Frequently Asked Questions



What colors are the Iowa State University graduation cords?

Iowa State University graduation cords typically feature the school's official colors, cardinal and gold,

symbolizing school spirit and achievement.

How can I purchase Iowa State graduation cords?

Graduation cords for Iowa State can be purchased through the university's official bookstore,

authorized vendors, or online platforms that specialize in graduation regalia.

What do the different Iowa State graduation cords represent?

Different cords at Iowa State represent various honors, achievements, or memberships in academic

societies, such as honors distinctions, departmental awards, or student organizations.

When should I order my Iowa State graduation cords?

It is recommended to order Iowa State graduation cords at least a few weeks before the graduation

ceremony to ensure timely delivery and availability.

Can Iowa State graduation cords be worn with any graduation gown?

Iowa State graduation cords are designed to complement the official university graduation gown but

can generally be worn with any academic regalia during the ceremony, following university guidelines.

Additional Resources

1. The Complete Guide to Iowa State Graduation Cords

This comprehensive guide covers everything students need to know about graduation cords at Iowa

State University. It explains the significance, eligibility criteria, and the process of obtaining different

cords. Perfect for graduating seniors who want to honor their achievements properly.

2. Honors and Distinctions: Iowa State Graduation Cords Explained



Dive into the history and meaning behind each graduation cord awarded at Iowa State. This book

details the various academic and extracurricular honors represented by cords, helping students

understand how to proudly display their accomplishments. A valuable resource for students and faculty

alike.

3. Celebrating Success: A Student’s Guide to Iowa State Graduation Regalia

Focused on the traditions and regalia of Iowa State graduations, this book highlights the role of cords,

stoles, and gowns. It provides tips on selecting the right cords to match your achievements and shares

inspiring stories from past graduates. An essential read for those preparing for commencement day.

4. Academic Excellence at Iowa State: Understanding Graduation Cords

This title explores the academic criteria behind graduation cords awarded to Iowa State students. It

offers insights into how different colleges within the university recognize scholarly achievements with

specific cords. Ideal for students aiming to meet or surpass these standards.

5. Beyond the Gown: The Significance of Iowa State Graduation Cords

Explore the cultural and symbolic importance of graduation cords at Iowa State University. The book

discusses how cords reflect student dedication, leadership, and community involvement. It also

provides advice on how to earn various cords throughout your college career.

6. The History and Traditions of Iowa State Graduation Attire

This book delves into the traditions surrounding Iowa State’s graduation ceremonies, with a special

focus on cords. Readers will learn about the origins of different cords and how they have evolved over

time. A great resource for history buffs and those interested in university customs.

7. How to Earn and Wear Iowa State Graduation Cords with Pride

Offering practical advice, this guide helps students navigate the requirements for earning graduation

cords at Iowa State. It also covers proper etiquette for wearing cords during the ceremony. A must-

have for students who want to make the most of their graduation day.

8. Iowa State Graduation Cords: A Symbol of Achievement and Community



This book highlights the community and leadership aspects represented by various graduation cords at

Iowa State. It showcases stories of students who have made significant contributions to campus life

and earned cords as a result. Inspiring and motivational for current and future students.

9. Preparing for Commencement: A Student’s Handbook on Iowa State Graduation Cords

Designed as a step-by-step handbook, this book guides students through the process of selecting,

purchasing, and wearing graduation cords at Iowa State. It includes timelines, contact information, and

frequently asked questions. An invaluable tool for seniors planning their big day.
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