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jmu regalia represents an important tradition at James Madison University, symbolizing
academic achievement and institutional pride during graduation ceremonies. This article
explores the various aspects of JMU regalia, including its significance, components, and
guidelines for proper wear. Understanding the distinct features of JMU regalia enhances
appreciation for the university's heritage and the celebratory nature of commencement
events. Additionally, prospective graduates and faculty members can benefit from detailed
information on ordering, customization, and etiquette related to the regalia. The discussion
also includes insights into the symbolism behind the colors and designs unique to James
Madison University. The following sections provide a comprehensive overview of JMU
regalia to ensure a meaningful and well-prepared graduation experience.
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Overview of JMU Regalia
JMU regalia refers to the traditional academic dress worn by graduates and faculty during
commencement ceremonies at James Madison University. This attire serves as a visual
representation of academic accomplishments and institutional affiliation. The regalia is
designed to conform to nationally recognized academic dress standards while incorporating
unique elements that reflect JMU’s identity. Wearing JMU regalia is a significant part of the
university's graduation rituals, marking the transition from student to alumnus or alumnus
to faculty member. The regalia connects wearers to centuries-old academic traditions and
the broader academic community.

Historical Context
The tradition of academic regalia dates back to medieval European universities and has
evolved to include distinctive features for different institutions. At James Madison
University, regalia has been adapted to honor the university’s colors and emblematic
styles, emphasizing school spirit and heritage during commencement events. The JMU
regalia tradition reinforces a sense of belonging and pride among graduates and faculty
alike.



Significance in Graduation Ceremonies
During commencement, JMU regalia visually distinguishes graduates by degree level, field
of study, and academic achievements. The ceremonial dress symbolizes scholarly success
and is an integral part of the formal recognition process. Wearing the official regalia
enhances the solemnity and dignity of the occasion, uniting participants in a shared
academic milestone.

Components of JMU Regalia
The complete set of JMU regalia includes specific garments and accessories that vary
depending on the wearer’s academic status and degree. Each element contributes to the
overall appearance and meaning of the academic dress. Understanding these components
helps graduates and faculty prepare appropriately for the ceremony.

Gown
The academic gown is the most prominent piece of JMU regalia. Bachelor’s gowns are
typically simple with pointed sleeves, while master’s gowns feature oblong sleeves.
Doctoral gowns are more elaborate, often with velvet panels and chevrons on the sleeves.
The color of the gown is traditionally black, but the design and embellishments indicate the
wearer’s degree level.

Hood
The academic hood is a key element that signifies the graduate’s specific degree and field
of study. JMU regalia hoods incorporate the university’s official colors—purple and gold—on
the lining. Additionally, the velvet trim of the hood represents the academic discipline. The
size and shape of the hood vary according to the degree held.

Cap and Tassel
The cap, commonly referred to as a mortarboard, is worn by all graduates. The tassel color
corresponds to the field of study or degree level, with JMU specific colors often used for
distinction. Doctoral graduates may wear a tam instead of a mortarboard. Tassel placement
during the ceremony follows tradition, typically moved from right to left upon conferral of
the degree.

Additional Accessories
Some graduates may wear cords, stoles, or medallions that denote honors, membership in
academic societies, or other achievements. These accessories complement the standard
JMU regalia and highlight individual accomplishments.



Ordering and Customization
Securing the correct JMU regalia involves ordering through designated university vendors or
approved suppliers. It is important to follow university guidelines to ensure authenticity and
consistency in appearance during commencement. Customization options are available to
accommodate specific academic disciplines and honors.

Where to Order
James Madison University provides official channels for ordering regalia, often through the
campus bookstore or authorized online retailers. These sources guarantee that the regalia
meets university specifications and quality standards. Early ordering is recommended to
avoid delays during peak graduation seasons.

Customization Options
Graduates can customize their regalia with options such as embroidered names, degree
abbreviations, or special insignias. Faculty regalia may be tailored with personalized
elements reflecting rank or department. However, all customizations must comply with
university policies to maintain uniformity during ceremonies.

Rental vs. Purchase
Many graduates opt to rent regalia for convenience and cost-effectiveness, especially if
they do not plan to keep the attire. Purchasing regalia is common for those who intend to
retain it as a memento or for future academic events. Both options are available through
official university vendors.

Guidelines for Wearing JMU Regalia
Proper wear of JMU regalia is essential to uphold the dignity and decorum of
commencement ceremonies. The university provides clear instructions to ensure that all
graduates and faculty present a polished and respectful appearance.

Proper Fit and Presentation
The gown should fit comfortably without excessive bagginess or tightness. The hood must
be draped correctly over the shoulders with the lining visible. Caps should be worn level on
the head, and tassels positioned according to degree level traditions.

Tassel Placement and Movement
Undergraduate students typically wear the tassel on the right side before the degree is



conferred and move it to the left afterward. Graduate and doctoral candidates may have
different traditions, such as wearing the tassel on the left throughout. Faculty tassel
placement often follows academic rank conventions.

Do’s and Don’ts

Do ensure all regalia components are clean and wrinkle-free.

Do follow university instructions for assembling and wearing the regalia.

Don’t modify the regalia in unauthorized ways.

Don’t wear casual clothing that detracts from the formal appearance beneath the
gown.

Do practice wearing the regalia prior to the ceremony to ensure comfort and
confidence.

Symbolism and Tradition
JMU regalia is rich with symbolism that reflects the university’s heritage and academic
values. Each element carries meaning that connects graduates to the institution and the
broader academic community.

University Colors and Emblems
The predominant colors in JMU regalia are purple and gold, representing the university’s
official palette. These colors appear prominently in the hood lining, tassels, and other
accents. The use of these colors fosters school spirit and continuity of tradition.

Degree Colors and Fields of Study
The velvet trim on hoods and the colors of tassels correspond to specific academic
disciplines, following established academic dress codes. For example, white often
represents arts and letters, while gold signifies science. This color coding allows immediate
recognition of the graduate’s field of study.

Maintaining Tradition
Participation in JMU regalia traditions connects graduates and faculty to centuries of
academic customs. The ceremonial use of regalia honors academic achievement and
institutional loyalty, reinforcing the significance of the commencement milestone.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is JMU regalia used for?
JMU regalia is worn by graduates, faculty, and officials during commencement ceremonies
to symbolize academic achievement and university affiliation.

Where can I purchase official JMU regalia?
Official JMU regalia can be purchased through the university's designated vendor, typically
available via the JMU bookstore website or during graduation season.

What colors are featured in JMU regalia?
JMU regalia primarily features purple and gold, which are the official school colors
representing James Madison University.

Can I rent JMU regalia for graduation?
Yes, many students opt to rent JMU regalia from approved rental services or through the
campus bookstore to save costs for graduation ceremonies.

Are there different JMU regalia styles for undergraduate
and graduate students?
Yes, undergraduate regalia usually consists of a cap and gown, while graduate regalia
includes additional elements such as hoods and tassels that denote the specific degree and
field of study.

How do I know the correct way to wear JMU regalia?
JMU provides guidelines for wearing regalia correctly, including the positioning of the cap,
gown length, and hood placement; these instructions are often provided during
commencement information sessions or on the university website.

Additional Resources
1. The History and Significance of JMU Regalia
This book explores the rich history behind James Madison University's regalia, detailing the
evolution of academic gowns, hoods, and caps unique to the institution. It delves into the
symbolism embedded in the colors, fabrics, and designs that represent JMU’s traditions.
Readers will gain an appreciation for how regalia reflects the university’s identity and
values throughout the years.

2. Designing Tradition: The Art of JMU Graduation Regalia
Focusing on the creative process, this book showcases the artistry involved in designing
JMU’s graduation regalia. Featuring interviews with designers and university officials, it



highlights the balance between maintaining tradition and embracing modern aesthetics.
The book also includes detailed illustrations and fabric samples that bring the regalia’s
design to life.

3. Colors of Pride: The Symbolism in JMU’s Academic Attire
This volume examines the specific colors used in JMU’s regalia and their significance within
the academic community. It explains how each hue represents different colleges, degrees,
and honors, connecting students to a larger university heritage. The book also discusses
the psychological impact of these colors during commencement ceremonies.

4. JMU Commencement Ceremonies: A Visual History
Through a collection of photographs and narratives, this book captures the evolution of
JMU’s commencement ceremonies, focusing heavily on the role of regalia. It presents the
changing styles of gowns and hoods over decades and reflects on how these changes
mirror broader societal shifts. This visual history offers a nostalgic look at the milestones
celebrated by the JMU community.

5. From Fabric to Function: Understanding JMU’s Regalia Materials
This comprehensive guide explains the different materials used in JMU’s regalia, from
luxurious silks to durable polyester blends. It discusses how fabric choice affects comfort,
appearance, and durability, especially during outdoor graduation events. The book also
provides tips for regalia care and maintenance to preserve these treasured garments.

6. Honors and Distinctions: Special Regalia at JMU
Highlighting the unique regalia worn by honor students and faculty, this book details the
distinctions that set these garments apart at James Madison University. It covers the origins
and rules governing the use of cords, stoles, and medallions that signify academic
achievement. The book serves as a guide for students preparing to participate in honors
recognition.

7. The Craftsmanship Behind JMU’s Regalia
This title delves into the skilled craftsmanship required to produce JMU’s academic regalia.
It profiles tailors, embroiderers, and manufacturers who contribute to the creation of these
ceremonial garments. The book emphasizes the importance of precision and tradition in
maintaining the quality and authenticity of the regalia.

8. Regalia Etiquette: Wearing JMU’s Academic Attire with Pride
Providing practical advice, this book instructs graduates and faculty on the proper way to
wear JMU’s regalia during ceremonies. It covers everything from hood placement to cap
styling and the significance of each element. The guide helps ensure that all participants
honor university customs with dignity and respect.

9. JMU Regalia: A Symbol of Achievement and Community
This reflective work discusses how JMU’s regalia fosters a sense of belonging and
accomplishment among students and alumni. It features personal stories and testimonials
about what wearing the regalia means to individuals. The book highlights the emotional and
cultural importance of these garments beyond their ceremonial use.
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