
john deere no 9 sickle mower

john deere no 9 sickle mower is a historically significant piece of agricultural equipment known for its
durability and efficiency in cutting hay and forage crops. This mower, produced by John Deere, represents
a key development in mechanized farming, offering farmers improved productivity and ease of use
compared to earlier manual methods. The john deere no 9 sickle mower is recognized for its robust
construction, reliable sickle bar cutting mechanism, and adaptability to various field conditions. This article
explores its history, technical specifications, operational advantages, maintenance practices, and its role in
modern agriculture. Understanding the features and benefits of the john deere no 9 sickle mower helps
appreciate its lasting impact on farming practices and machinery evolution. Below is a detailed guide
covering all essential aspects of this iconic mower.
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History and Development of the John Deere No 9 Sickle Mower
The John Deere No 9 sickle mower holds a prominent place in the evolution of agricultural machinery.
Introduced during the early 20th century, this mower was designed to improve the efficiency of hay
harvesting, replacing manual scythes and less effective mowing tools. John Deere, a company well-known
for its innovation in farm equipment, developed the No 9 sickle mower to meet the increasing demand for
mechanized solutions that could handle larger fields and reduce labor intensity.

Origins and Production Timeline
The John Deere No 9 sickle mower was first produced in the 1920s and continued into the 1930s, during a
period when mechanization was transforming agriculture in the United States. This mower was part of a
broader line of sickle bar mowers introduced by John Deere, each model improving upon previous designs
in terms of durability, cutting efficiency, and ease of maintenance.



Impact on Agricultural Practices
By introducing the No 9 sickle mower, John Deere significantly contributed to the modernization of hay
harvesting. The machine allowed for quicker cutting of forage crops, reducing the time farmers needed to
spend in the field and increasing overall productivity. Its design also minimized crop damage, ensuring
higher quality hay for livestock feed.

Technical Specifications and Design Features
The john deere no 9 sickle mower is distinguished by several technical specifications and design elements
that contribute to its effectiveness and reliability. Understanding these features provides insight into why
this mower was favored by farmers of its time and remains a collector’s item today.

Cutting Mechanism
The core component of the No 9 mower is its sickle bar cutting system, which consists of a reciprocating
blade assembly that moves back and forth against stationary guard fingers. This mechanism efficiently slices
through grass and small stalks, offering a clean cut with minimal resistance.

Dimensions and Weight
The John Deere No 9 sickle mower typically features a cutting width of about 9 feet, allowing it to cover a
substantial swath of field with each pass. The mower is constructed with heavy-duty steel components,
contributing to a durable frame that weighs several hundred pounds, ensuring stability during operation.

Attachment and Compatibility
This mower was designed to be attached to various types of tractors available during its production era,
with a standardized hitch system that facilitated easy mounting and dismounting. The compatibility with
multiple tractor models made it a versatile choice for farmers with different equipment.

Operational Benefits and Field Performance
The john deere no 9 sickle mower offers numerous operational advantages that have made it a preferred
choice for hay cutting and forage harvesting. Its design maximizes efficiency while minimizing operator
effort and maintenance needs.



Efficiency in Cutting
The mower’s wide cutting bar and sharp sickle blades enable rapid harvesting of large areas, reducing the
time required for hay cutting compared to manual methods or smaller mowers. The clean cut produced by
the sickle mechanism also promotes faster drying of the cut crop, which is essential for quality hay
production.

Durability and Reliability
Built with high-quality materials and robust engineering, the No 9 sickle mower is known for its long
service life. Its components withstand the rigors of field use, including tough terrain and dense vegetation,
making it a dependable tool for farmers.

Ease of Use
The mower’s design includes features that simplify operation, such as straightforward attachment systems
and intuitive controls. This ease of use reduces operator fatigue and training time, contributing to overall
farm productivity.

Wide cutting width for faster harvesting

Robust steel frame for durability

Simple attachment compatible with multiple tractors

Efficient sickle bar mechanism for clean cuts

Low maintenance requirements

Maintenance and Care for Longevity
Proper maintenance is crucial to preserving the functionality and extending the life of the john deere no 9
sickle mower. Regular care ensures that the mower operates smoothly and prevents costly repairs or
downtime during critical harvesting periods.



Blade Sharpening and Replacement
The sickle blades require periodic sharpening to maintain cutting efficiency. Dull blades can tear rather
than cut, damaging the crop and reducing mower performance. Replacement blades should match the
original specifications to ensure optimal operation.

Lubrication and Cleaning
Routine lubrication of moving parts reduces friction, preventing wear and tear. Cleaning the mower after
use removes debris and moisture that could cause rust or corrosion, especially in the sickle bar area and
joints.

Inspection of Structural Components
Regular inspection of the mower’s frame, guards, and attachment points helps detect any signs of damage
or loosening. Tightening bolts and repairing worn parts promptly are essential practices to maintain safety
and performance.

Modern Relevance and Usage
Although newer mowing technologies have emerged, the john deere no 9 sickle mower retains relevance
in certain agricultural contexts and among collectors and enthusiasts. Its design principles continue to
influence modern sickle mowers and hay harvesting equipment.

Continued Use in Small-Scale Farming
In some regions and smaller-scale farming operations, the No 9 sickle mower is still employed due to its
simplicity, low cost, and effectiveness. It serves as a practical option where advanced machinery may not be
affordable or necessary.

Collector and Historical Significance
Many agricultural machinery collectors value the john deere no 9 sickle mower for its historical
importance and engineering quality. Restored models are often displayed at farming museums and vintage
equipment shows, preserving the legacy of early mechanized farming.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key features of the John Deere No 9 sickle mower?
The John Deere No 9 sickle mower features a durable sickle bar for efficient cutting, a robust frame for
stability, and is designed for easy attachment to tractors. It offers reliable performance in various field
conditions.

Is the John Deere No 9 sickle mower compatible with modern tractors?
The John Deere No 9 sickle mower was originally designed for older tractor models, but with appropriate
adapters or modifications, it can be used with some modern tractors. Compatibility depends on the tractor's
hitch and PTO specifications.

How do I maintain the blades on a John Deere No 9 sickle mower?
To maintain the blades, regularly clean them after use, sharpen the sickle sections as needed, check for any
damaged or missing parts, and lubricate the moving components to ensure smooth operation.

Where can I find replacement parts for the John Deere No 9 sickle
mower?
Replacement parts can be sourced from authorized John Deere dealers, specialized agricultural equipment
suppliers, or through online marketplaces that stock vintage mower parts.

What is the typical cutting width of the John Deere No 9 sickle mower?
The John Deere No 9 sickle mower typically has a cutting width of around 4 to 5 feet, making it suitable
for small to medium-sized fields.

Can the John Deere No 9 sickle mower handle thick or tall grass?
Yes, the John Deere No 9 sickle mower is designed to handle thick and tall grass efficiently, but it
performs best when the grass is not overly dense or wet to prevent clogging.

How do I adjust the cutting height on the John Deere No 9 sickle
mower?
The cutting height can be adjusted by modifying the skid shoes or the linkage height on the mower.
Consult the user manual for specific instructions tailored to the No 9 model.



Is the John Deere No 9 sickle mower suitable for commercial farming?
While the John Deere No 9 sickle mower is reliable for small-scale farming and haymaking, it may not be
the most efficient choice for large commercial operations where more modern, high-capacity mowers are
preferred.

Additional Resources
1. John Deere No 9 Sickle Mower: A Complete Operator’s Guide
This comprehensive guide covers everything you need to know about operating the John Deere No 9
sickle mower efficiently and safely. It includes detailed instructions on setup, maintenance, and
troubleshooting common issues. Ideal for both beginners and experienced farmers, this book ensures optimal
mower performance.

2. Maintaining Your John Deere No 9 Sickle Mower
Focused on upkeep and repairs, this book offers step-by-step maintenance tips to extend the life of your
John Deere No 9 sickle mower. It features detailed diagrams, parts lists, and advice on seasonal care. Learn
how to diagnose problems and perform routine servicing to keep your mower in top shape.

3. The History and Evolution of John Deere Sickle Mowers
Explore the development of John Deere’s sickle mowers, including the iconic No 9 model, in this historical
overview. The book traces technological advancements and design improvements from early models to
modern machinery. It’s a must-read for enthusiasts interested in agricultural equipment heritage.

4. Field Techniques with the John Deere No 9 Sickle Mower
This practical manual teaches optimal field techniques for using the John Deere No 9 sickle mower to
maximize efficiency and crop yield. It covers mowing patterns, terrain considerations, and crop-specific
advice. Farmers will benefit from expert tips to improve their harvesting process.

5. Parts and Accessories for the John Deere No 9 Sickle Mower
An essential reference for sourcing and understanding replacement parts and compatible accessories for the
John Deere No 9 sickle mower. The book includes detailed parts catalogs, installation instructions, and
upgrade options. It helps owners keep their equipment running smoothly with the right components.

6. Troubleshooting Common Issues with the John Deere No 9 Sickle Mower
This troubleshooting guide addresses frequent problems encountered with the John Deere No 9 sickle
mower and offers practical solutions. From blade wear to mechanical failures, it provides diagnostic steps
and repair advice. A valuable resource for farmers and mechanics alike.

7. Restoring Classic John Deere Equipment: The No 9 Sickle Mower
A detailed restoration guide for enthusiasts looking to bring a vintage John Deere No 9 sickle mower back
to life. The book includes restoration techniques, paint and decal information, and historical authenticity



tips. Perfect for collectors and hobbyists passionate about classic farm machinery.

8. John Deere No 9 Sickle Mower Safety and Best Practices
This book emphasizes safety protocols and best operational practices when using the John Deere No 9 sickle
mower. It covers personal protective equipment, safe handling procedures, and emergency measures.
Farmers and operators will find essential advice to prevent accidents and injuries.

9. Optimizing Crop Harvest with the John Deere No 9 Sickle Mower
Learn how to enhance your harvesting efficiency using the John Deere No 9 sickle mower with this
expert guide. It discusses timing, mower settings, and field conditions that affect crop quality and yield.
The book is designed to help farmers achieve the best results during the mowing season.
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