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lance p sijan award example represents a powerful testament to extraordinary heroism
and valor in the United States Air Force. This prestigious decoration honors individuals
who demonstrate exceptional courage, self-sacrifice, and leadership in the face of
overwhelming adversity. Understanding what constitutes a lance p sijan award example
involves exploring the history, criteria, and notable recipients of this distinguished award.
It also includes examining real-life scenarios that epitomize the award’s spirit. This article
will provide an in-depth overview of the Lance P. Sijan Award, illustrating how exemplary
service members have earned this high honor. Readers will gain insight into the award’s
significance within the military community and the qualities it recognizes.
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Overview of the Lance P. Sijan Award
The Lance P. Sijan Award is one of the most esteemed honors awarded by the United
States Air Force. Named after Captain Lance P. Sijan, a fighter pilot who displayed
extraordinary heroism during the Vietnam War, the award recognizes individuals who
exemplify outstanding leadership, personal courage, and self-sacrifice. Captain Sijan's
story is a cornerstone of the award’s legacy, as he survived a plane crash, evaded enemy
capture for weeks, and endured severe torture before ultimately succumbing to his
injuries. The award was established to honor his memory and to encourage Air Force
personnel to uphold the highest standards of service and valor.

History and Establishment
The award was instituted in 1981, several years after Captain Sijan was posthumously
awarded the Medal of Honor. It serves as a symbol of the Air Force's commitment to
recognizing those who demonstrate exceptional heroism and leadership under the most
challenging circumstances. The Lance P. Sijan Award is presented annually at multiple
levels, including wing, major command, and Air Force-wide recognition.



Purpose of the Award
The primary purpose of the Lance P. Sijan Award is to identify and honor Air Force
members who have exhibited extraordinary courage and leadership in their duties. It
highlights the importance of resilience, integrity, and dedication to duty, encouraging
others within the service to emulate these qualities. The award fosters a culture of
excellence and inspires service members to go above and beyond the call of duty.

Criteria and Eligibility for the Award
The Lance P. Sijan Award has specific criteria that must be met for a nominee to be
considered. These requirements ensure that the award maintains its prestige and that
recipients truly embody the qualities for which Captain Sijan is remembered.

Eligibility Requirements
The award is open to all active duty, Reserve, and National Guard members of the United
States Air Force. Both officers and enlisted personnel are eligible, with separate
categories recognizing the achievements of each group. Nominees must have
demonstrated exceptional leadership and courage in either combat or non-combat
situations.

Evaluation Criteria
Selection boards evaluate nominees based on factors such as:

Leadership under duress

Personal bravery and sacrifice

Impact on mission success

Adherence to Air Force core values

Demonstrated resilience and perseverance

These criteria ensure that the award honors individuals who not only perform their duties
with excellence but also inspire others through their actions.

Notable Examples of Lance P. Sijan Award
Recipients
Examining specific lance p sijan award example cases provides insight into the kinds of
extraordinary acts that the award recognizes. Recipients often face life-threatening



situations or display remarkable leadership during critical missions.

Example 1: Combat Valor
One notable recipient was an Air Force officer who, during a hostile engagement, took
command after the loss of senior leaders, coordinated a successful defense, and ensured
the safety of all personnel. Their quick thinking and courage under fire exemplified the
spirit of the Lance P. Sijan Award.

Example 2: Self-Sacrifice and Leadership
Another example involved an enlisted airman who risked personal safety to save fellow
service members during a natural disaster response. Their unwavering commitment to
duty and ability to lead under pressure were critical in minimizing casualties and damage.

Example 3: Exceptional Non-Combat Service
Recipients are not limited to combat scenarios. Some have been recognized for
outstanding leadership in challenging peacetime operations, demonstrating resilience and
dedication that significantly enhanced mission effectiveness.

Impact and Significance of the Award
The lance p sijan award example serves as an enduring symbol of courage and leadership
within the Air Force. Its impact extends beyond the individual recipients to influence the
broader military culture.

Enhancing Morale and Motivation
The award motivates service members by highlighting real-life examples of heroism and
exceptional leadership. It reinforces the Air Force’s core values of integrity, service before
self, and excellence in all they do. Recognition through the Lance P. Sijan Award boosts
morale and encourages others to strive for similar achievements.

Promoting Leadership Development
By celebrating individuals who demonstrate outstanding leadership, the award promotes
the development of leadership skills across all levels of the Air Force. It sets a benchmark
for what exemplary leadership looks like in both combat and peacetime environments.



How the Lance P. Sijan Award Inspires Service
Members
The legacy of the Lance P. Sijan Award continues to inspire Air Force personnel to embody
the highest standards of service. Through stories of valor and dedication, it fosters a
culture of resilience and excellence.

Encouraging a Culture of Excellence
The award serves as a reminder that exceptional service and bravery are recognized and
valued. It encourages service members to maintain a strong commitment to their duties,
even in the face of adversity.

Building Cohesion and Pride
Recognition through this prestigious award builds unit cohesion and pride. It highlights
the importance of teamwork and leadership, reinforcing the collective effort required to
accomplish the Air Force’s mission.

Inspiring Future Generations
The stories behind lance p sijan award example recipients serve as educational tools and
sources of inspiration for new recruits and seasoned personnel alike. They demonstrate
that courage and leadership are attainable and essential qualities within the military
profession.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Lance P. Sijan Award?
The Lance P. Sijan Award is the United States Air Force's highest award for valor, given to
individuals who demonstrate exceptional leadership and heroism in combat.

Who was Lance P. Sijan?
Lance P. Sijan was a U.S. Air Force pilot and Vietnam War hero who exhibited
extraordinary courage and resilience while a prisoner of war, for which the award is
named.

Can you provide an example of a Lance P. Sijan Award



recipient?
An example of a Lance P. Sijan Award recipient is Colonel Bud Day, who was awarded for
his bravery and leadership as a prisoner of war during the Vietnam War.

What qualities does the Lance P. Sijan Award recognize?
The award recognizes outstanding leadership, personal courage, and self-sacrifice in
combat situations.

How is the Lance P. Sijan Award presented?
It is presented annually by the United States Air Force to one officer and one enlisted
member who have demonstrated heroic leadership in combat or combat-related activities.

Are there any notable stories associated with Lance P.
Sijan Award honorees?
Yes, many recipients have inspiring stories of overcoming extreme adversity and
demonstrating exceptional valor, such as surviving captivity or leading missions under
fire.

What is an example of an action that might merit the
Lance P. Sijan Award?
Actions like rescuing fellow soldiers under enemy fire, leading a critical mission despite
severe injury, or showing extraordinary heroism in combat could merit the award.

Are there any recent examples of Lance P. Sijan Award
recipients?
Yes, recent recipients include Airmen who have shown exemplary combat leadership and
bravery in modern conflicts, though specific names are typically announced annually by
the Air Force.

How does the Lance P. Sijan Award differ from other Air
Force awards?
Unlike other awards, the Sijan Award specifically honors sustained leadership and courage
in combat, emphasizing personal sacrifice and resilience.

Where can I find official examples and citations of
Lance P. Sijan Award recipients?
Official examples and citations can be found on the United States Air Force's official
website and through Air Force historical and awards publications.



Additional Resources
1. Valor Beyond the Call: The Life of Lance P. Sijan
This biography chronicles the remarkable life and heroism of Captain Lance P. Sijan, a
United States Air Force officer and Medal of Honor recipient. It details his resilience and
bravery during captivity in the Vietnam War. The book provides insight into his training,
combat missions, and the extraordinary courage that led to his posthumous recognition.

2. Defying the Odds: Stories of Air Force Heroism
This collection features inspiring stories of Air Force personnel who demonstrated
exceptional valor, including recipients of the Lance P. Sijan Award. Each chapter
highlights acts of courage, leadership, and sacrifice under extreme conditions. It serves as
a tribute to those who embody the Air Force core values.

3. Into the Eye of the Storm: Courage in Combat
Focusing on modern warfare, this book explores the experiences of fighters in perilous
combat situations, drawing parallels with Lance P. Sijan’s story. It examines mental
toughness, survival, and the ethical challenges faced by military personnel. The narrative
is both gripping and educational for readers interested in military heroism.

4. Legacy of Courage: The Lance P. Sijan Award and Its Recipients
This book delves into the history and significance of the Lance P. Sijan Award, given
annually to Air Force members who demonstrate outstanding leadership and heroism. It
profiles several award recipients, showcasing how they exemplify Sijan’s spirit. The book
also discusses the impact of the award on Air Force culture.

5. Survive and Fight: Lessons from Air Force Combat Heroes
Highlighting survival stories from Air Force veterans, this book includes accounts of
individuals who endured captivity, injury, and extreme adversity. It draws inspiration from
Lance P. Sijan’s ordeal to teach resilience and determination. The book serves as a
motivational resource for military personnel and civilians alike.

6. The Warrior Spirit: Leadership and Bravery in the U.S. Air Force
This work explores the qualities that define Air Force leaders, with particular attention to
heroism in combat and crisis situations. It includes case studies of award winners,
including those who have received the Lance P. Sijan Award. Readers gain insights into
developing leadership skills rooted in integrity and courage.

7. Above and Beyond: Acts of Heroism in the U.S. Military
A compilation of extraordinary military stories across branches, this book features
individuals who went beyond duty, including Air Force heroes like Lance P. Sijan. It
celebrates selflessness, sacrifice, and the human spirit in wartime. The narrative offers a
broad perspective on what it means to serve with distinction.

8. Endurance and Honor: True Tales of Military Survival
This book presents true accounts of survival from battlefields around the world,
highlighting the physical and mental challenges faced by service members. Lance P.
Sijan’s story is prominently featured as an example of unwavering honor under duress. It
provides readers with profound lessons on perseverance and faith.

9. Medals of Valor: Stories Behind America’s Greatest Military Awards



Exploring the history of America’s highest military honors, this book includes detailed
stories of Medal of Honor recipients such as Lance P. Sijan. It reveals the personal
sacrifices and heroic deeds that led to these prestigious awards. The book offers a
comprehensive look at the valor recognized by the U.S. military.
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