lds general yw presidency

1ds general yw presidency refers to the leadership body of the Young Women
organization within The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS
Church). This presidency plays a vital role in guiding and inspiring young
women ages 12 to 18 in their spiritual, social, and personal development. The
LDS general YW presidency is comprised of a president and two counselors, who
collectively oversee the global efforts of the Young Women program. Their
responsibilities include providing instruction, encouragement, and support to
local leaders and young women worldwide. This article explores the history,
structure, functions, notable leaders, and the impact of the LDS general YW
presidency. Understanding this presidency helps to appreciate the significant
influence it has on the lives of young women in the LDS Church.
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Overview of the LDS General YW Presidency

The LDS general YW presidency is the highest leadership council for the Young
Women organization within the LDS Church. This presidency serves under the
direction of the Church’'s First Presidency and the Quorum of the Twelve
Apostles. Its primary focus is to provide spiritual guidance and
developmental resources for young women globally. The presidency includes a
president and two counselors who collaborate to create curriculum, training
materials, and inspirational messages. Together, they ensure that the Young
Women program aligns with the Church’s doctrines and objectives.

Composition and Structure

The LDS general YW presidency typically consists of three women: one
president and two counselors. These leaders often have extensive experience
in church service and a deep commitment to youth development. The presidency
works closely with the Young Women general board and other church departments
to coordinate activities and policies. Their leadership extends to training



local Young Women leaders, organizing worldwide events, and overseeing the
implementation of church-wide programs.

Global Reach

Because the LDS Church has a worldwide membership, the general YW
presidency’s influence spans diverse cultures and regions. They provide
resources in multiple languages and adapt programs to meet the unique needs
of young women across various countries. This global perspective ensures that
the Young Women program remains inclusive and relevant.

Historical Development of the Young Women
Presidency

The LDS general YW presidency has evolved significantly since the
establishment of the Young Women organization in the 19th century. The
organization was originally founded to support young women’s spiritual growth
and moral development, and leadership roles have adapted over time to meet
changing needs and circumstances.

Origins of the Young Women Organization

The Young Women organization was established in 1869 by Brigham Young under
the original name “Young Ladies’ Department of the Cooperative Retrenchment
Association.” Its purpose was to help young women live virtuous lives and
develop faith in Jesus Christ. Early leadership was local, but as the Church
expanded, a general presidency was formed to provide unified direction.

Evolution of the General Presidency

Over the years, the structure and responsibilities of the LDS general YW
presidency have been refined. Initially, leadership was limited and less
formalized, but by the 20th century, the general presidency became a
recognized and essential element of the Church’s global youth programs. The
presidency has continually adapted its approaches, including modernizing
curriculum and embracing technology to connect with young women worldwide.

Roles and Responsibilities of the LDS General
YW Presidency

The LDS general YW presidency carries a broad range of duties aimed at
nurturing the spiritual and personal growth of young women. Their
responsibilities require thoughtful planning, coordination, and communication



with various church entities.

Spiritual and Instructional Leadership

One of the primary roles of the LDS general YW presidency is to provide
spiritual direction. This includes developing lesson materials, organizing
devotional events, and offering counsel that aligns with LDS doctrines. They
strive to help young women strengthen their testimonies and live gospel-
centered lives.

Training and Support for Local Leaders

The presidency provides training resources and guidance for local Young Women
leaders, such as bishops and ward Young Women presidents. This ensures
consistency and quality in teaching and program implementation across wards
and stakes. Regular training sessions, conferences, and informational
materials are coordinated by the presidency.

Program Development and Oversight

The LDS general YW presidency oversees the design and execution of programs
and initiatives that support young women’s development. This includes the
annual Mutual activities, Personal Progress program, and other efforts aimed
at building faith, character, and service.

e Developing and updating curriculum materials
e Organizing worldwide events and conferences
e Collaborating with other church departments for youth initiatives

e Monitoring program effectiveness and making improvements

Notable Leaders of the LDS General YW
Presidency

Throughout its history, the LDS general YW presidency has been guided by many
influential women who have left lasting legacies. Their leadership has shaped
the program’s direction and impacted generations of young women.



Early Presidents

Early leaders such as Elmina Shepard Taylor and Ruth May Fox were
instrumental in establishing the foundation of the Young Women organization
and its leadership structure. Their dedication set a precedent for future
presidencies.

Modern-Day Leaders

Recent presidencies have continued to adapt the program for contemporary
needs. Leaders like Elaine S. Dalton and Bonnie L. Oscarson emphasized
personal development, faith-building, and global outreach. These presidents
have also embraced digital tools to connect with young women worldwide.

Programs and Initiatives Led by the LDS General
YW Presidency

The LDS general YW presidency is responsible for initiating and managing
various programs that support the Church’s mission to nurture young women’s
spiritual and temporal growth.

Personal Progress Program

The Personal Progress program is a cornerstone initiative designed to help
young women set and achieve goals in areas such as faith, service, and
personal development. The LDS general YW presidency oversees the program’s
curriculum and encourages ongoing participation.

Mutual Activities and Events

The presidency organizes and promotes Mutual activities, which are weekly or
monthly gatherings for young women to engage in wholesome recreation,
learning, and fellowship. These activities foster community and provide
opportunities for leadership and service.

Worldwide Devotionals and Conferences

Periodically, the LDS general YW presidency hosts worldwide devotionals and
conferences aimed at inspiring young women and their leaders. These events
feature messages from Church leaders and testimonies from youth, reinforcing
spiritual principles and encouragement.



Impact and Influence on Young Women Worldwide

The LDS general YW presidency has a profound and lasting influence on the
lives of millions of young women. Their work helps shape character, faith,
and leadership skills during a formative period of life.

Spiritual Growth and Testimony Building

Through teachings and programs, the presidency fosters a strong foundation of
faith in Jesus Christ and adherence to Church doctrines. Many young women
attribute their spiritual growth to the guidance and resources provided by
the general YW presidency.

Leadership and Personal Development

The presidency encourages young women to develop leadership qualities, self-
reliance, and service-oriented attitudes. These skills benefit individuals
and communities, preparing youth for future responsibilities within and
beyond the Church.

Global Sisterhood and Unity

By uniting young women from diverse backgrounds and cultures, the LDS general
YW presidency promotes a sense of global sisterhood. This unity strengthens
the Church’s youth programs and reinforces common values and goals worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who currently serves in the LDS General Young Women
Presidency?

As of 2024, the LDS General Young Women Presidency is led by Sister Camille
N. Johnson as the Young Women General President, with her counselors
assisting in overseeing the program worldwide.

What is the primary role of the LDS General Young
Women Presidency?

The LDS General Young Women Presidency is responsible for directing and
supporting the Young Women program in The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints, helping young women ages 12 to 18 grow spiritually, socially,
physically, and intellectually.



How does the LDS General Young Women Presidency
influence local Young Women programs?

The General Young Women Presidency provides guidance, resources, and inspired
curriculum to local leaders, helping them implement effective programs that
align with Church standards and support the needs of young women in their
wards and stakes.

What are some recent initiatives introduced by the
LDS General Young Women Presidency?

Recent initiatives include updated values-based curriculums, emphasis on
mental health and personal development, and increased use of digital
resources to engage young women in meaningful gospel learning experiences.

How can young women participate in programs led by
the General Young Women Presidency?

Young women can participate by attending weekly Young Women meetings at their
local congregations, engaging in activities and challenges set forth by the
presidency, and utilizing online resources and events promoted by the Church.

Where can members find official messages and
resources from the LDS General Young Women
Presidency?

Official messages, talks, and resources from the General Young Women
Presidency are available on the Church’'s official website, the Gospel Library
app, and through General Conference addresses.

Additional Resources

1. Leading with Faith: Insights from the LDS General YW Presidency

This book offers a comprehensive look into the leadership principles and
spiritual guidance provided by the LDS General Young Women Presidency. It
highlights their approaches to mentoring young women and fostering faith,
resilience, and service. Readers gain valuable lessons on cultivating
personal growth and community impact through inspired leadership.

2. Strength in Sisterhood: The Role of the General YW Presidency in LDS
Culture

Exploring the influence of the General Young Women Presidency, this book
delves into how these leaders shape the experiences and spiritual development
of young women in the Church. It covers the history, programs, and
initiatives led by the presidency to strengthen sisterhood and faith among
youth.



3. Called to Serve: Stories from the LDS General YW Presidency

A collection of personal stories and testimonies from members of the General
Young Women Presidency, this book reveals the joys and challenges of serving
in this sacred calling. It provides inspiration and insight into their
dedication to uplifting young women worldwide.

4. Building Faith and Character: Curriculum Insights from the General YW
Presidency

This resource examines the curriculum and teaching methods promoted by the
LDS General Young Women Presidency. It highlights ways to nurture faith,
develop Christlike attributes, and encourage service among young women 1in
various settings.

5. Empowering Young Women: The Vision of the LDS General YW Presidency
Focusing on the vision and goals of the General Young Women Presidency, this
book emphasizes empowerment through spiritual growth, education, and
community involvement. It offers guidance for leaders and parents on
supporting young women in their journey of discipleship.

6. Faith and Leadership: Lessons from the LDS General Young Women Presidency
This book explores the leadership style and spiritual insights of the General
YW Presidency, illustrating how their faith informs their decision-making and
mentoring. It serves as a valuable guide for those seeking to lead with
compassion and conviction in church and personal life.

7. Serving with Love: The Ministry of the LDS General Young Women Presidency
Highlighting the ministry aspect of the General YW Presidency, this book
discusses their role in providing love, support, and guidance to young women
across the globe. It includes practical examples of service projects and
initiatives that have made a lasting impact.

8. Women of Inspiration: Profiles of LDS General YW Presidency Members

This biographical collection showcases the lives and contributions of various
members who have served in the General Young Women Presidency. Their
experiences provide encouragement and a deeper understanding of the sacred
nature of their service.

9. Guiding Light: The Spiritual Teachings of the LDS General Young Women
Presidency

Focusing on the doctrinal and spiritual messages delivered by the General YW
Presidency, this book compiles talks, writings, and teachings that have
inspired young women to grow in faith and discipleship. It is an essential
resource for those seeking spiritual guidance rooted in LDS teachings.
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