
list of country songs and chords

list of country songs and chords plays a crucial role for guitarists and musicians aiming to master
the genre. Country music, known for its storytelling and soulful melodies, often relies on simple yet
expressive chord progressions. This article provides a comprehensive list of popular country songs
and chords, designed to help beginners and experienced players expand their repertoire. The list
includes classic hits, contemporary favorites, and timeless tunes that capture the essence of country
music. Additionally, the chords provided are tailored to be accessible for various skill levels, making
it easier to learn and perform. Alongside the list, tips on chord transitions and playing techniques
common in country music are highlighted. This guide aims to be an essential resource for anyone
interested in country guitar playing, songwriting, or performance. Explore the sections below to find
detailed song selections and chord arrangements to enhance your musical journey.

Classic Country Songs and Chords

Modern Country Hits and Chords

Essential Country Guitar Chords

Tips for Playing Country Songs on Guitar

Advanced Chord Progressions in Country Music

Classic Country Songs and Chords
Classic country songs often feature straightforward chord sequences that emphasize storytelling and
melody. These songs have stood the test of time and remain popular choices for guitarists learning
country music. The chord progressions typically involve basic major and minor chords, making them
ideal for beginners and intermediate players.

Popular Classic Country Songs
Many classic country songs have simple yet memorable chord patterns, which contribute to their
enduring appeal. Below is a selection of such songs along with their common chord progressions.

“Jolene” by Dolly Parton – Chords: Am, C, G, Em

“Folsom Prison Blues” by Johnny Cash – Chords: E, B7, A

“Ring of Fire” by Johnny Cash – Chords: G, C, D

“Stand By Your Man” by Tammy Wynette – Chords: C, F, G7

“Crazy” by Patsy Cline – Chords: G, Em, C, D



Chord Patterns in Classic Country
These songs frequently use the I-IV-V chord progression, a hallmark of many traditional country
tunes. For example, “Ring of Fire” employs the G-C-D progression, which is simple yet effective for
creating a country vibe. The use of minor chords like Am and Em adds emotional depth, as heard in
“Jolene.” Mastering these basic chords and progressions is essential for playing classic country
music authentically.

Modern Country Hits and Chords
Contemporary country music blends traditional elements with pop and rock influences, resulting in
diverse chord structures. Modern country hits often incorporate more varied chord voicings and
sometimes include capo use to suit different vocal ranges. The following section highlights popular
modern country songs along with their chord charts.

Top Modern Country Songs
These songs showcase the evolution of country music and the expanded chord vocabulary used by
today’s artists.

“Tennessee Whiskey” by Chris Stapleton – Chords: A, Bm, D, E

“Die a Happy Man” by Thomas Rhett – Chords: G, Em, C, D

“Body Like a Back Road” by Sam Hunt – Chords: D, G, A

“Girl Like You” by Jason Aldean – Chords: G, D, Em, C

“Humble and Kind” by Tim McGraw – Chords: C, G, Am, F

Chord Techniques in Modern Country
Modern country songs often use chord embellishments such as suspended chords, seventh chords,
and added tones to create a richer sound. Capo placement is common to facilitate easier chord
shapes and accommodate vocal range. For example, “Tennessee Whiskey” uses a smooth
progression with seventh chords to evoke a soulful feel. Understanding these chord variations
enhances the ability to replicate modern country styles accurately.

Essential Country Guitar Chords
Mastering a core set of chords is vital for playing a wide variety of country songs. Country music



frequently utilizes open chords that produce a bright, resonant sound perfect for the genre’s
storytelling nature. This section outlines the essential chords every country guitarist should know.

Basic Chords for Country Music
The foundation of country guitar playing lies in these fundamental chords:

G Major

C Major

D Major

E Minor

A Minor

E Major

A Major

B7

F Major (as a barre chord or simplified version)

Open vs. Barre Chords
Open chords are widely used in country music due to their rich tone and ease of play for beginners.
Barre chords provide versatility and allow for playing in different keys without a capo. Both types
are important for a well-rounded country guitar skill set. Combining open chords with simple
fingerpicking or strumming patterns is characteristic of many country songs.

Tips for Playing Country Songs on Guitar
Playing country songs effectively involves more than just knowing chords; rhythm, timing, and
technique are equally important. This section offers practical tips for executing country guitar parts
authentically.

Strumming Patterns
Country music commonly features steady, rhythmic strumming patterns that emphasize the beat and
support the vocal melody. The “boom-chick” pattern, alternating bass notes with strums, is iconic in
country guitar playing. Practicing various strumming techniques helps in capturing the style of
different country songs.



Fingerpicking and Hybrid Picking
Many country songs incorporate fingerpicking or hybrid picking, which blends using a pick and
fingers simultaneously. This approach adds texture and complexity to the music, especially in ballads
and slower tunes. Developing fingerpicking skills can significantly enhance the ability to perform a
diverse list of country songs and chords.

Using a Capo
A capo is frequently used in country music to change the key while maintaining familiar chord
shapes. This tool allows guitarists to match the singer’s vocal range or achieve a brighter tonal
quality. Understanding how to use a capo effectively is essential when playing many modern and
classic country songs.

Advanced Chord Progressions in Country Music
While many country songs rely on simple chord progressions, advanced players can explore more
complex harmonies to add sophistication to their playing. This section examines some common
advanced chord progressions and variations found in country music.

Secondary Dominants and Chord Substitutions
Secondary dominants introduce chords that temporarily tonicize a chord other than the tonic,
adding harmonic interest. For example, using a D7 chord to resolve to G in the key of C major.
Chord substitutions like replacing a major chord with its relative minor can also enrich the harmonic
palette.

Modal Interchange and Minor Chords
Modal interchange involves borrowing chords from parallel keys or modes, such as using a minor iv
chord in a major key progression. This technique adds emotional depth and variety, often found in
more expressive country ballads and sophisticated arrangements.

Examples of Advanced Progressions
Some songs incorporate these techniques to great effect. For instance, “Blue Ain’t Your Color” by
Keith Urban uses subtle chord variations and extensions to create a smooth, jazz-influenced country
sound. Experimentation with these progressions expands musical expression within the country
genre.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are some popular country songs to learn with basic
chords?
Popular country songs for beginners often include 'Take Me Home, Country Roads' by John Denver,
'Jolene' by Dolly Parton, and 'Wagon Wheel' by Darius Rucker, as they use basic chords like G, C, D,
and Em.

Where can I find a comprehensive list of country songs with
chords?
Websites like Ultimate Guitar, E-Chords, and Country Chord provide extensive lists of country songs
along with chords and tabs for guitar players.

Which chords are most commonly used in country music
songs?
The most commonly used chords in country music include G, C, D, Em, Am, and E, as these chords
provide the classic country sound.

How can I use chords to play country songs on guitar?
To play country songs, learn the chord shapes and practice chord transitions. Many country songs
use simple chord progressions, making them accessible for beginners.

Are there any easy country songs with chords for beginners?
Yes, songs like 'Ring of Fire' by Johnny Cash, 'Folsom Prison Blues' by Johnny Cash, and 'Your
Cheatin' Heart' by Hank Williams are great for beginners because they use simple chords.

Can I find country song chords for ukulele as well?
Absolutely! Many country songs have ukulele chord charts available online, often adapted from
guitar chords to fit the ukulele tuning.

What is the best way to practice country songs with chords?
Start by mastering the individual chords, then practice switching between them slowly. Listening to
the original song while playing can also help with rhythm and timing.

Are there any apps that provide country songs and chords for
practice?
Apps like Ultimate Guitar, Chordify, and Yousician offer a wide selection of country songs with
chords, making it easy to practice on the go.



How do I transpose country song chords to match my vocal
range?
You can use a capo on your guitar to change the key of the song without altering chord shapes, or
use online transposing tools to adjust chord charts to a key that suits your vocal range.

Additional Resources
1. Country Chord Bible: 100 Classic Songs for Guitar
This comprehensive guide features 100 timeless country songs complete with chords and lyrics.
Perfect for beginners and intermediate players, it offers clear chord diagrams and strumming
patterns. Whether you want to play honky-tonk, outlaw, or modern country, this book covers a wide
range of styles to enhance your repertoire.

2. Essential Country Songs: Guitar Chords and Lyrics
A carefully curated collection of essential country hits, this book provides easy-to-follow chords and
lyrics for each song. It includes classics from legends like Johnny Cash, Dolly Parton, and Willie
Nelson. The book also offers tips on fingerpicking and rhythm techniques central to country guitar
playing.

3. Play Country Hits: Chords & Lyrics for Acoustic Guitar
Designed for acoustic guitar enthusiasts, this book presents popular country hits with chord charts
and lyric sheets. It focuses on playable chord shapes and smooth transitions to help players sing
along effortlessly. Additionally, it includes guidance on common country guitar techniques such as
hammer-ons and pull-offs.

4. The Country Guitar Songbook: 50 Favorites with Chords
Featuring 50 of the most beloved country songs, this songbook provides chord diagrams and
detailed song arrangements. It caters to guitarists of all skill levels, emphasizing both traditional and
contemporary country tunes. Bonus content includes tips for mastering country-style rhythm and
lead guitar parts.

5. Modern Country Guitar: Chords, Songs, and Techniques
This book focuses on the modern country sound, blending traditional chords with fresh playing
techniques. It includes popular hits from current country stars, complete with chord charts and
lyrics. Readers will find instruction on hybrid picking, palm muting, and other techniques that define
modern country guitar.

6. Country Songs for Beginners: Easy Chords and Strumming Patterns
Ideal for novice guitarists, this beginner-friendly book simplifies country songs with easy chords and
straightforward strumming patterns. Each song is broken down step-by-step to build confidence and
skill. The book also introduces fundamental music theory concepts relevant to country music.

7. Flatpicking Country Songs: Chords and Melody for Guitar
Specializing in flatpicking style, this book combines chords with melody lines for a complete country
guitar experience. It offers transcriptions of traditional and contemporary country tunes suitable for
solo performance. Detailed explanations and exercises help players develop precision and speed.

8. The Ultimate Country Songbook: Guitar Chords and Lyrics



With over 200 songs, this ultimate collection spans the entire history of country music. It includes
everything from bluegrass and honky-tonk to Nashville pop, all arranged with chords and lyrics. The
book also features artist bios and background stories for selected songs, enriching the learning
experience.

9. Country Guitar Chord Encyclopedia: Songs and Progressions
This encyclopedia-style book dives deep into the chord progressions that shape country music. It
provides a vast array of songs with chord charts, focusing on common progressions and variations
used by country artists. It is an excellent resource for guitarists looking to understand and compose
in the country genre.
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