
longest playoff game nhl history
longest playoff game nhl history stands as a monumental event in the annals of professional ice
hockey, reflecting endurance, skill, and sheer willpower of the athletes involved. This historic game
has fascinated hockey fans and sports historians alike, highlighting the intensity and unpredictability
of NHL playoff hockey. The longest playoff game NHL history is not only a testament to the physical
demands of the sport but also showcases the strategic depth and resilience required by teams
competing at the highest level. Understanding the details of this epic match provides valuable
insights into NHL playoff traditions, game regulations, and memorable moments that have shaped the
league. This article delves into the specifics of the longest NHL playoff game, the circumstances
surrounding it, key players, and its impact on the sport. Readers will gain a comprehensive
understanding of why this game remains a significant benchmark in NHL history.
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Overview of the Longest Playoff Game in NHL History
The longest playoff game NHL history occurred on March 24, 1936, during the Stanley Cup playoffs.
The game was contested between the Detroit Red Wings and the Montreal Maroons. This
extraordinary match extended into six overtimes, making it the lengthiest game ever played in NHL
postseason history. The game lasted a total of 176 minutes and 30 seconds of playing time,
equivalent to nearly three full games. The marathon game finally ended when Mud Bruneteau scored
the winning goal for Detroit, securing a 1-0 victory over Montreal. Due to the sudden death overtime
rules, the game continued until a decisive goal was scored, emphasizing the high stakes and tension
inherent in playoff hockey. This game remains a defining moment in NHL history for its remarkable
duration and the endurance displayed by both teams.

Historical Context
During the 1930s, the NHL was still evolving, and the playoff format was different compared to
modern times. The 1936 playoff series was part of the quarterfinal round, and the winner would
advance towards the Stanley Cup Finals. The game took place at the Montreal Forum, a historic venue
known for its passionate fan base. The matchup between the Detroit Red Wings and Montreal
Maroons was highly competitive, with both teams showcasing strong defensive plays throughout the
season. The extraordinary length of this game highlighted the competitive parity between the two
teams and set a precedent for future marathon matches in the NHL.



Key Moments and Players
The longest playoff game NHL history featured several pivotal moments and standout player
performances that contributed to the drama and endurance required for such an extended contest.
The goaltenders from both teams were instrumental in maintaining the scoreless tie throughout
regulation and multiple overtime periods.

Goaltender Performances
Detroit’s goaltender, Normie Smith, delivered a remarkable performance by stopping an
unprecedented number of shots, including several critical saves during the multiple overtime periods.
His stamina and focus were crucial in keeping the Red Wings in the game. On the other side, the
Montreal Maroons’ goalie, Lorne Chabot, was equally impressive, denying numerous scoring attempts
and keeping the game alive for his team. These extraordinary goaltending efforts contributed
significantly to the game's prolonged duration.

Decisive Goal and Mud Bruneteau
The game-winning goal was scored by Mud Bruneteau of the Detroit Red Wings at 16:30 of the sixth
overtime period. Bruneteau, a forward known for his tenacity and scoring ability, capitalized on a
rebound opportunity to finally break the deadlock. This goal not only ended the marathon game but
also propelled Detroit further in the playoffs. Bruneteau’s goal is remembered as one of the most
iconic moments in NHL history due to the circumstances under which it was scored.

Rules and Format Influencing Game Duration
The extraordinary length of the longest playoff game NHL history was heavily influenced by the
league's rules and playoff format, particularly the use of sudden death overtime. Understanding these
regulations provides insight into why the game extended into multiple overtime periods without a
resolution for so long.

Sudden Death Overtime
In NHL playoff hockey, if the score is tied at the end of the regulation 60 minutes (three 20-minute
periods), the game proceeds into sudden death overtime periods. Each overtime period is 20 minutes
of continuous play, and the game ends immediately when a goal is scored. Unlike regular-season
overtime formats, which may use shootouts or shortened periods, playoff games continue with full 20-
minute sudden death periods until a winner is determined. This rule ensures a decisive outcome but
can result in extremely long games, as demonstrated in the 1936 matchup.

Playoff Series Structure
The 1936 NHL playoffs featured a best-of-five series in the quarterfinals, meaning the first team to
win three games would advance. The importance of each game was magnified by the shorter series



length, increasing the stakes and intensity. The extended duration of this particular game
underscored the competitive nature of the series and the determination of both teams to avoid
elimination.

Physical and Mental Impact on Players
The longest playoff game NHL history demanded extraordinary physical endurance and mental
toughness from all players involved. Playing nearly three full games back-to-back placed immense
strain on athletes, challenging their stamina, focus, and resilience.

Physical Exhaustion and Injury Risk
Players faced extreme fatigue due to the prolonged ice time and continuous high-intensity shifts.
Muscle cramps, dehydration, and risk of injury increased as the game extended into multiple overtime
periods. Maintaining peak physical performance under these conditions required exceptional
conditioning and perseverance. The extended game also tested the depth of each team’s roster, as
coaches had to manage player shifts carefully to avoid exhaustion and maintain competitive
effectiveness.

Mental Fortitude and Concentration
In addition to physical demands, players needed remarkable mental focus to perform in such a high-
pressure, extended scenario. The sudden death format meant that any mistake could end the game,
so maintaining concentration was crucial. The mental strain of playing through multiple overtime
periods affected decision-making, reaction times, and overall gameplay quality. The resilience
displayed by the athletes during this marathon game remains a significant aspect of its historical
importance.

Legacy and Influence on NHL Playoff Culture
The longest playoff game NHL history has left a lasting legacy on the league and its playoff culture. It
serves as a benchmark for endurance and competition and has influenced how fans, players, and
officials view the intensity of postseason hockey.

Impact on Fan Engagement and Media Coverage
This historic game captivated audiences and has since been celebrated in hockey lore. Fans admire
the commitment and drama associated with marathon playoff games, which heighten excitement and
emotional investment in the sport. Media coverage of the event helped elevate the NHL’s profile by
showcasing the sport’s unpredictability and thrilling nature.



Influence on Rules and Player Management
While the sudden death overtime rule remains in effect, the longest playoff game highlighted the
need for teams to prepare for extended play. Modern coaching strategies often emphasize player
rotation and stamina management to address the possibility of long overtime periods. The game also
contributed to ongoing discussions about player safety and the physical demands placed on athletes
during the playoffs.

Notable Marathon Playoff Games Since 1936

1951: Detroit Red Wings vs. Montreal Canadiens – 5 overtimes

2000: Philadelphia Flyers vs. Pittsburgh Penguins – 5 overtimes

2020: Dallas Stars vs. Vegas Golden Knights – 5 overtimes

2023: Florida Panthers vs. Tampa Bay Lightning – 5 overtimes

These subsequent marathon games highlight the ongoing potential for extended play in NHL
postseason hockey, reinforcing the 1936 game’s status as a historic reference point.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the longest playoff game in NHL history?
The longest playoff game in NHL history took place on March 24, 1936, between the Detroit Red
Wings and the Montreal Maroons. It lasted 116 minutes and 30 seconds of overtime before Mud
Bruneteau scored the winning goal for Detroit.

Which teams played in the longest NHL playoff game ever?
The Detroit Red Wings and the Montreal Maroons played in the longest NHL playoff game ever on
March 24, 1936.

How many overtimes were played in the longest NHL playoff
game?
The longest NHL playoff game went into six overtimes before a winning goal was scored.

Who scored the winning goal in the longest NHL playoff
game?
Mud Bruneteau scored the winning goal for the Detroit Red Wings in the longest NHL playoff game in
history.



Has any NHL playoff game come close to breaking the longest
game record?
While several NHL playoff games have gone into multiple overtimes, none have surpassed the 1936
record of 116 minutes and 30 seconds of overtime, making it the longest NHL playoff game in history.

Additional Resources
1. Endurance on Ice: The Longest NHL Playoff Game Ever
This book delves into the historic NHL playoff game that tested the limits of endurance and skill. It
provides a play-by-play recount of the longest game in NHL history, highlighting key moments and
player performances. Readers will gain insight into the physical and mental challenges faced by the
athletes during this epic contest.

2. Frozen Marathon: Inside the NHL's Longest Playoff Battle
Explore the grueling details of the NHL's longest playoff game in this captivating narrative. The author
combines firsthand interviews, game analysis, and behind-the-scenes stories to illustrate how both
teams fought relentlessly for victory. This book captures the emotional highs and lows experienced by
players, coaches, and fans alike.

3. Overtime Warriors: The NHL's Historic Playoff Marathon
"Overtime Warriors" tells the story of the epic playoff game that stretched into multiple overtimes,
becoming the longest in NHL history. The book examines the strategies, stamina, and sheer
determination that defined the matchup. It also reflects on the lasting impact this game had on the
players and the league.

4. Ice Warriors: Tales from the Longest NHL Playoff Game
This collection of stories and testimonials brings to life the unforgettable moments from the NHL's
longest playoff game. Featuring perspectives from players, coaches, and commentators, the book
paints a vivid picture of the intensity and drama on the ice. It celebrates the spirit of competition and
the resilience required in professional hockey.

5. The Marathon Match: A Chronicle of the Longest NHL Playoff Game
A detailed chronicle of the longest NHL playoff game, this book offers comprehensive coverage from
pre-game anticipation to post-game analysis. It highlights the key turning points and critical plays
that defined the marathon match. Readers will appreciate the historical context and the significance
of this game in NHL lore.

6. Beyond the Final Buzzer: The Story of the NHL's Longest Playoff Game
This narrative explores the extraordinary endurance and willpower displayed during the NHL's longest
playoff game. It delves into the personal stories of players who pushed beyond their limits and the
coaches who strategized through exhaustion. The book also examines how this game changed
perceptions about playoff hockey's intensity.

7. Last Shift: The NHL Playoff Game That Never Ended
"Last Shift" recounts the drama and suspense of the NHL playoff game that extended well beyond
regulation time. Through vivid storytelling and detailed analysis, the book captures the physical toll
and emotional strain on the athletes. It offers a behind-the-scenes look at how teams prepared and
adapted during this unprecedented contest.



8. Sudden Death Saga: The Longest Overtime in NHL Playoff History
This book focuses on the sudden-death overtimes that pushed the NHL playoff game into uncharted
territory. It provides an in-depth look at the tension and excitement that gripped players and fans as
the game continued into the early hours. The author also reflects on the legacy and rule changes
influenced by this marathon game.

9. Icebound Legends: Remembering the Longest NHL Playoff Game
A tribute to the players and moments that made the longest NHL playoff game legendary, this book
combines historical research with personal anecdotes. It celebrates the heroism and determination
displayed on the ice, immortalizing a game that tested the boundaries of sport. Readers will find
inspiration in the perseverance and passion that defined this iconic matchup.
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