masuda method sword and shield

masuda method sword and shield is a popular technique used by Pokémon
trainers to increase the chances of encountering shiny Pokémon in the games
Pokémon Sword and Shield. This method, originating from Masuda Junichi, a
game developer at Game Freak, involves breeding two Pokémon from games of
different languages, thereby boosting the odds of hatching shiny Pokémon
significantly. In Pokémon Sword and Shield, players utilize this method to
obtain rare and coveted shiny variants, enhancing their collection and
trading potential. Understanding the mechanics behind the Masuda method in
Sword and Shield is essential for trainers aiming to optimize their shiny
hunting strategies. This article delves into the nuances of the Masuda
method, how to implement it effectively in Pokémon Sword and Shield, and
additional tips to maximize shiny hatching rates. The following sections will
provide an in-depth guide on the Masuda method, its application in Sword and
Shield, and the best practices for shiny hunting success.
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Understanding the Masuda Method

The Masuda method is a renowned shiny hunting technique named after Junichi
Masuda, a key figure at Game Freak. It exploits the game’s underlying
mechanics to increase the probability of hatching shiny Pokémon through
breeding. Typically, shiny Pokémon are extremely rare, with base odds set at
1 in 4,096 in Pokémon Sword and Shield. The Masuda method significantly
improves these odds by encouraging the game to factor in the languages of the
parent Pokémon during the breeding process.

How the Masuda Method Works

When breeding two Pokémon from games of different language settings—for
example, a Pokémon from an English game and another from a Japanese game—the
chances of hatching a shiny Pokémon increase from 1/4,096 to approximately
1/683. This substantial boost is due to the game's algorithm adjusting the
shiny rate based on the linguistic diversity of the parents. The method does
not guarantee a shiny Pokémon but greatly improves the odds compared to
standard breeding.



Language Differences and Breeding

Language differences are crucial for the Masuda method. The game recognizes
the original language of each Pokémon, which is assigned based on the game
cartridge from which the Pokémon was caught or hatched. For instance,
breeding a Pokémon caught in an English version with one caught in a French
or Japanese version qualifies as a Masuda method pair. Using Pokémon from
different language games is the foundation of this shiny hunting strategy.

Implementing the Masuda Method in Pokémon Sword
and Shield

Applying the Masuda method in Pokémon Sword and Shield involves obtaining
Pokémon from different language games and breeding them at the Pokémon
Nursery. The process requires understanding key game mechanics such as the
Day Care system, Pokémon Egg Groups, and the significance of language tags.

Obtaining Pokémon from Different Language Versions

To implement the Masuda method, players must acquire Pokémon from games with
differing language settings. This can be done through several means:

e Trading with players internationally to receive Pokémon from other
language versions

e Utilizing online trading platforms or in-game features like the Surprise
Trade

e Participating in special events or distributions that provide foreign-
language Pokémon

Once the player has two Pokémon from different language backgrounds, they can
proceed to breed them.

Breeding at the Pokémon Nursery

In Pokémon Sword and Shield, the Pokémon Nursery is located on Route 5 and in
the Wild Area. Players can leave two compatible Pokémon at the Nursery to
produce Eggs. Compatibility depends on Pokémon species, Egg Groups, and
gender. The Nursery staff will inform the player when an Egg is ready, which
can then be hatched by walking a set number of steps.



Ensuring the Masuda Method is Active

Players can confirm the Masuda method is active by checking the origin
languages of the parent Pokémon. In the summary screen, each Pokémon's
language is displayed under its name. If the two Pokémon originate from
different languages, the shiny rate boost applies. It is essential to use
Pokémon that can breed and have different language tags to activate the
Masuda method effectively.

Maximizing Shiny Hunting Efficiency

While the Masuda method improves shiny hatch rates, combining it with other
game features can further enhance shiny hunting efficiency. Understanding and
utilizing these additional mechanics can save time and increase the
likelihood of success.

Using the Shiny Charm

The Shiny Charm is an in-game item that further increases shiny odds when
held by the player. It is obtained by completing the Galar region’s Pokédex
and visiting the Game Director in Circhester. When combined with the Masuda
method, the shiny odds improve dramatically, reducing the chance to
approximately 1 in 512.

Breeding with Pokémon Holding the Flame Body or
Magma Armor Ability

Abilities such as Flame Body or Magma Armor reduce the number of steps
required to hatch Eggs by half. Pokémon like Talonflame, Magmar, or Heatmor
possess these abilities. Having one parent with such an ability speeds up the
hatching process, allowing players to cycle through eggs faster and increase
the number of attempts within a given time frame.

Efficient Egg Hatching Techniques

To optimize the hatching process, players should:

e Use a bike or fast travel methods to accumulate steps quickly

e Position the character between two NPCs that trigger walking animations
when interacted with

e Keep the Pokémon with Flame Body or Magma Armor in the party



These techniques reduce the time and effort required to hatch multiple eggs,
allowing for more extensive shiny hunting sessions.

Additional Tips and Considerations

Beyond the core mechanics of the Masuda method in Pokémon Sword and Shield,
several additional strategies and considerations can enhance the experience
and outcomes for shiny hunters.

Choosing the Right Pokémon for Breeding

Selecting Pokémon with high IVs, desirable natures, and Egg Moves is
important for competitive breeding alongside shiny hunting. Using Pokémon
from the same Egg Group but different languages ensures compatibility while
maximizing shiny odds. Certain Pokémon are easier to breed or hatch quickly
due to their Egg Cycle lengths, making them ideal candidates for Masuda
method breeding.

Patience and Persistence

Despite the increased odds, obtaining a shiny Pokémon through the Masuda
method still requires patience. The process can take hundreds or thousands of
eggs, depending on luck. Consistent effort and a well-organized breeding
setup are essential for success.

Tracking Progress

Keeping track of the number of eggs hatched can help players estimate their
progress and maintain motivation. Some players use external tools or in-game
markers to count eggs and manage their shiny hunting sessions systematically.

Potential Limitations

While the Masuda method is effective, it is not universally applicable to all
Pokémon, especially those that cannot breed or are event-exclusive.
Additionally, players without access to foreign-language Pokémon may find it
challenging to utilize the method fully.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the Masuda Method in Pokémon Sword and
Shield?

The Masuda Method is a breeding technique in Pokémon Sword and Shield that
increases the chances of hatching a Shiny Pokémon by breeding two Pokémon
from games of different languages.

How much does the Masuda Method increase Shiny odds
in Sword and Shield?

In Pokémon Sword and Shield, the Masuda Method increases the Shiny encounter
rate from the standard 1 in 4096 to approximately 1 in 1365 when breeding
Pokémon from games of different languages.

Can the Masuda Method be used with any Pokémon in
Sword and Shield?

Yes, the Masuda Method can be used with any breedable Pokémon in Sword and
Shield, as long as the Pokémon come from games with different language
settings.

Do you need a specific Pokémon or item to use the
Masuda Method in Sword and Shield?

No specific Pokémon or item is required to use the Masuda Method. You just
need two compatible Pokémon from different language games for breeding.

Does the Masuda Method stack with the Shiny Charm in
Sword and Shield?

Yes, using the Masuda Method together with the Shiny Charm further increases
the chances of hatching a Shiny Pokémon, improving the odds beyond just the
Masuda Method alone.

How do I know if my Pokémon are from different
language games for the Masuda Method?

You can check the language of your Pokémon by viewing their summary screen
and looking for the language symbol or code; if the two Pokémon have
different language codes, the Masuda Method applies.

Is the Masuda Method available in both Pokémon Sword
and Shield?

Yes, the Masuda Method is available and works the same way in both Pokémon
Sword and Shield versions.



What is the best way to farm Shiny Pokémon using the
Masuda Method in Sword and Shield?

To farm Shiny Pokémon using the Masuda Method, breed two compatible Pokémon
from different language games, preferably with a Shiny Charm active, and
hatch as many eggs as possible to maximize Shiny chances.

Additional Resources

1. Mastering the Masuda Method: A Comprehensive Guide to Shiny Hunting in
Sword and Shield

This book offers an in-depth exploration of the Masuda Method, a popular
technique for increasing the odds of hatching shiny Pokémon in Pokémon Sword
and Shield. It breaks down the breeding mechanics, explains how to set up the
perfect breeding pair, and provides tips on maximizing efficiency. Readers
will find step-by-step instructions and strategies to make shiny hunting less
tedious and more rewarding.

2. Shiny Hunting Strategies: Unlocking the Masuda Method in Pokémon Sword &
Shield

Focused on practical strategies, this book covers everything from the basics
of shiny hunting to advanced tips using the Masuda Method. It includes
detailed charts of Pokémon egg groups, recommended partner regions, and
advice on using the Pokémon Nursery effectively. The guide also covers how to
combine the Masuda Method with other shiny-boosting features introduced in
Sword & Shield.

3. The Ultimate Masuda Method Companion for Sword and Shield

Designed as a go-to reference, this book compiles all the essential knowledge
needed to use the Masuda Method in Pokémon Sword and Shield. It explains the
statistical improvements offered by the method, the best Pokémon to breed,
and how to track shiny odds. Additionally, it offers insights into managing
your Pokémon collection and trading to enhance shiny hunting success.

4. Breeding Brilliance: Applying the Masuda Method in Pokémon Sword & Shield
This guide is perfect for breeders looking to harness the Masuda Method to
obtain rare shiny Pokémon. It discusses the nuances of Pokémon IVs, Nature,
and Egg Moves while breeding, presenting ways to optimize both shiny odds and
competitive viability. The book also explores the impact of regional variants
and how they affect breeding strategies in Sword and Shield.

5. Shiny Pokémon Secrets: A Deep Dive into the Masuda Method for Sword and
Shield Players

Delving beyond the basics, this book reveals lesser-known facts and myths
about shiny hunting with the Masuda Method. It covers how game updates have
influenced shiny rates and the best times to hunt. The author shares personal
experiences and community insights to help readers avoid common pitfalls and
improve their shiny hunting efficiency.



6. Pokémon Sword & Shield Breeding Guide: Maximizing the Masuda Method

This practical manual focuses on the breeding mechanics within Sword and
Shield, emphasizing how the Masuda Method boosts shiny chances. It guides
readers through setting up breeding pairs from different language games and
managing the Pokémon Nursery. The book also offers advice on using items like
the Shiny Charm and tips for egg collection and hatching techniques.

7. Shiny Hunting Masterclass: Advanced Masuda Method Techniques in Sword &
Shield

Targeted at experienced shiny hunters, this book explores advanced methods to
combine the Masuda Method with other in-game features for optimal shiny odds.
It explains how to track shiny status, use the Poké Jobs system for breeding,
and optimize game time to increase egg production. The book is filled with
expert tips to push shiny hunting efficiency to the next level.

8. The Art of Masuda Method Breeding: Strategies for Pokémon Sword and Shield
This title focuses on the strategic side of breeding using the Masuda Method,
including how to select Pokémon pairs for specific traits alongside shiny
hunting. It covers the interplay between shiny odds and competitive breeding
goals, such as perfect IVs and beneficial Natures. The book is ideal for
players wanting to build a strong competitive team while simultaneously
hunting shiny Pokémon.

9. Shiny Pokémon Hunting in Sword & Shield: The Complete Masuda Method
Handbook

A complete and user-friendly handbook, this book walks readers through every
aspect of shiny hunting using the Masuda Method in Sword and Shield. It
includes clear explanations, helpful diagrams, and charts to understand
breeding mechanics and shiny odds. The guide also highlights community tools
and resources to support shiny hunters in their journey.
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