NEBRASKA INSURANCE EXCHANGE

NEBRASKA INSURANCE EXCHANGE SERVES AS A VITAL PLATFORM FOR RESIDENTS OF NEBRASKA TO ACCESS HEALTH INSURANCE
OPTIONS THAT COMPLY WITH THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT (ACA) THIS STATE-SPECIFIC MARKETPLACE OFFERS A
STREAMLINED PROCESS FOR INDIVIDUALS, FAMILIES, AND SMALL BUSINESSES TO COMPARE, SELECT, AND ENROLL IN HEALTH
INSURANCE PLANS TAILORED TO THEIR NEEDS. UNDERSTANDING HOW THE NEBRASKA INSURANCE EXCHANGE OPERATES, ITS
BENEFITS, AND ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA IS ESSENTIAL FOR MAKING INFORMED HEALTHCARE DECISIONS. THE EXCHANGE ALSO PLAYS A
CRITICAL ROLE IN PROVIDING ACCESS TO SUBSIDIES AND MEDICAID EXPANSION PROGRAMS, ENSURING BROADER HEALTHCARE
ACCESS FOR NEBRASKANS. THIS ARTICLE WILL EXPLORE THE STRUCTURE, ENROLLMENT PROCESS, PLAN OPTIONS, FINANCIAL
ASSISTANCE, AND KEY CONSIDERATIONS RELATED TO THE NEBRASKA INSURANCE EXCHANGE.
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OVERVIEW OF THE NEBRASKA INSURANCE EXCHANGE

THE NEBRASKA INSURANCE EXCHANGE IS THE STATE’S HEALTH INSURANCE MARKETPLACE ESTABLISHED UNDER THE AFFORDABLE
CARE ACT. UNLIKE SOME STATES THAT RUN THEIR OWN EXCHANGES INDEPENDENTLY, NEBRASKA USES THE FEDERAL EXCHANGE
PLATFORM, HEALTHCARE.GOV/ TO FACILITATE PLAN COMPARISON AND ENROLLMENT. THIS EXCHANGE IS DESIGNED TO HELP
NEBRASKANS FIND HEALTH COVERAGE THAT MEETS FEDERAL STANDARDS FOR ESSENTIAL HEALTH BENEFITS AND CONSUMER
PROTECTIONS. |T SERVES AS A CENTRALIZED RESOURCE WHERE RESIDENTS CAN EXPLORE A VARIETY OF INSURANCE PLANS
OFFERED BY DIFFERENT CARRIERS, EACH WITH VARYING PREMIUMS, DEDUCTIBLES, AND COVERAGE OPTIONS.

PURPOSE AND FUNCTIONALITY

THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF THE NEBRASKA INSURANCE EXCHANGE IS TO CREATE A COMPETITIVE MARKETPLACE THAT INCREASES
ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE HEALTH INSURANCE. | T ENABLES CONSUMERS TO:

e COMPARE HEALTH PLANS SIDE-BY-SIDE BASED ON PRICE, BENEFITS, AND PROVIDER NETWORKS
o DETERMINE ELIGIBILITY FOR GOVERNMENT SUBSIDIES OR MEDICAID
® ENROLL IN HEALTH INSURANCE PLANS DURING OPEN ENROLLMENT OR QUALIFYING LIFE EVENTS

e ACCESS RESOURCES AND ASSISTANCE FOR UNDERSTANDING COVERAGE OPTIONS

THROUGH THESE FUNCTIONALITIES, THE EXCHANGE SUPPORTS EFFORTS TO REDUCE THE UNINSURED RATE AND IMPROVE HEALTH
OUTCOMES ACROSS NEBRASKA.



ENROLLMENT PROCESS AND ELIGIBILITY

ENROLLMENT IN A HEALTH INSURANCE PLAN THROUGH THE NEBRASKA INSURANCE EXCHANGE FOLLOWS A STRUCTURED PROCESS
ALIGNED WITH FEDERAL GUIDELINES. UNDERSTANDING THE ENROLLMENT TIMELINE AND ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS IS CRITICAL FOR
SUCCESSFUL COVERAGE ACQUISITION.

OPEN ENROLLMENT PERIOD

THE OPEN ENROLLMENT PERIOD IS THE DESIGNATED TIME FRAME EACH YEAR DURING WHICH NEBRASKANS CAN SIGN UP FOR OR
RENEW HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE THROUGH THE EXCHANGE. TYPICALLY, THIS PERIOD RUNS FROM NOVEMBER 1 TO DECEMBER
]5, THOUGH DATES MAY VARY ANNUALLY. ENROLLEES MUST COMPLETE THEIR APPLICATIONS AND SELECT PLANS BEFORE THE
DEADLINE TO ENSURE COVERAGE FOR THE UPCOMING YEAR.

SPECIAL ENROLLMENT PERIODS

OUTSIDE THE OPEN ENROLLMENT WINDOW , INDIVIDUALS MAY QUALIFY FOR A SPECIAL ENROLLMENT PERIOD (SEP) IF THEY
EXPERIENCE QUALIFYING LIFE EVENTS. SUCH EVENTS INCLUDE:

® | 0SS OF OTHER HEALTH COVERAGE
® MARRIAGE OR DIVORCE

BIRTH OR ADOPTION OF A CHILD

® RELOCATION TO NEBRASKA OR WITHIN THE STATE

o CHANGES IN INCOME AFFECTING SUBSIDY ELIGIBILITY

SEPs ALLOW FOR ENROLLMENT OR PLAN CHANGES WITHIN 60 DAYS OF THE QUALIFYING EVENT.

ELigiBiLITY CRITERIA

To use THE NEBRASKA INSURANCE EXCHANGE, APPLICANTS MUST MEET SPECIFIC CRITERIA, INCLUDING:

® RESIDENCY WITHIN NEBRASKA
o CITIZENSHIP OR LEGAL IMMIGRATION STATUS
o NOT CURRENTLY INCARCERATED (WITH SOME EXCEPTIONS)

® |NCOME LEVELS THAT DETERMINE ELIGIBILITY FOR SUBSIDIES OR MEDICAID

MEETING THESE REQUIREMENTS IS ESSENTIAL FOR ACCESSING THE FULL RANGE OF EXCHANGE SERVICES AND BENEFITS.

HeALTH INSURANCE PLANS AVAILABLE

THE NEBRASKA INSURANCE EXCHANGE OFFERS A DIVERSE SELECTION OF HEALTH INSURANCE PLANS FROM MULTIPLE PROVIDERS.
THESE PLANS VARY IN COVERAGE LEVELS, COSTS, AND PROVIDER NETWORKS TO SUIT DIFFERENT CONSUMER NEEDS.



PLAN CATEGORIES

PLANS ON THE EXCHANGE ARE CATEGORIZED INTO FOUR METAL TIERS:

® BRONZE: LOWER MONTHLY PREMIUMS WITH HIGHER OUT-OF-POCKET COSTS, SUITABLE FOR INDIVIDUALS WHO WANT
MINIMAL COVERAGE.

¢ SILVER: MODERATE PREMIUMS AND OUT-OF-POCKET COSTS, OFTEN THE BEST OPTION FOR THOSE ELIGIBLE FOR COST~-
SHARING REDUCTIONS.

o GOLD: HIGHER PREMIUMS WITH LOWER OUT-OF-POCKET EXPENSES, IDEAL FOR PEOPLE WHO EXPECT FREQUENT MEDICAL
CARE.

® PLATINUM: HIGHEST PREMIUMS BUT LOWEST OUT-OF-POCKET COSTS, DESIGNED FOR THOSE WHO REQUIRE EXTENSIVE
MEDICAL SERVICES.

EACH PLAN ALSO INCLUDES COVERAGE FOR ESSENTIAL HEALTH BENEFITS SUCH AS PREVENTIVE SERVICES, EMERGENCY CARE,
PRESCRIPTION DRUGS, AND MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES.

ProVIDER NETWORKS AND COVERAGE

HEALTH PLANS AVAILABLE ON THE NEBRASKA INSURANCE EXCHANGE INCLUDE A VARIETY OF PROVIDER NETWORKS RANGING FROM
BROAD STATEWIDE COVERAGE TO MORE LIMITED LOCAL NETWORKS. CONSUMERS SHOULD EVALUATE THE NETWORK ADEQUACY
TO ENSURE PREFERRED DOCTORS AND HOSPITALS ARE INCLUDED. ADDITIONALLY, PLANS MUST COMPLY WITH ACA STANDARDS,
INCLUDING COVERAGE FOR PRE-EXISTING CONDITIONS AND NO ANNUAL OR LIFETIME LIMITS ON ESSENTIAL BENEFITS.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AND SUBSIDIES

ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT ADVANTAGES OF THE NEBRASKA INSURANCE EXCHANGE IS THE AVAILABILITY OF FINANCIAL
ASSISTANCE TO MAKE HEALTH INSURANCE MORE AFFORDABLE FOR ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES.

Premium T Ax CREDITS

PREMIUM TAX CREDITS ARE SUBSIDIES THAT LOWER MONTHLY HEALTH INSURANCE PREMIUMS BASED ON HOUSEHOLD INCOME
RELATIVE TO THE FEDERAL POVERTY LEVEL (FPL). NEBRASKANS WITH INCOMES BETWEEN 100% AnD 4009% of THE FPL mMAY
QUALIFY FOR THESE CREDITS WHEN PURCHASING PLANS THROUGH THE EXCHANGE. THE AMOUNT OF THE CREDIT DEPENDS ON
INCOME, FAMILY SIZE, AND THE COST OF THE BENCHMARK SILVER PLAN.

CosT-SHARING REDUCTIONS

CosT-SHARING REDUCTIONS (CSRS) ARE ADDITIONAL DISCOUNTS THAT REDUCE OUT-OF-POCKET EXPENSES SUCH AS
DEDUCTIBLES, COPAYMENTS, AND COINSURANCE. | HESE ARE AVAILABLE EXCLUSIVELY ON SILVER PLANS FOR ELIGIBLE
INDIVIDUALS WITH INCOMES BETWEEN 1009% AnND 2509%, oF THe FPL. CSRS MAKE IT EASIER FOR LOWER-INCOME HOUSEHOLDS
TO AFFORD NECESSARY MEDICAL CARE.

APPLYING FOR ASSISTANCE

W/HEN APPLYING THROUGH THE NEBRASKA INSURANCE EXCHANGE, THE SYSTEM AUTOMATICALLY ASSESSES ELIGIBILITY FOR
SUBSIDIES BASED ON THE INFORMATION PROVIDED. APPLICANTS MUST SUBMIT INCOME DOCUMENTATION AND OTHER RELEVANT
DATA TO RECEIVE ACCURATE SUBSIDY DETERMINATIONS.



MEeDICAID EXPANSION IN NEBRASKA

NEBRASKA HAS EXPANDED MEDICAID UNDER THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT, INCREASING ACCESS TO HEALTHCARE FOR LOW-INCOME
ADULTS. THIS EXPANSION AFFECTS OPTIONS AVAILABLE THROUGH THE NEBRASKA INSURANCE EXCHANGE.

MEeDICAID ELIGIBILITY AND BENEFITS

UNDER MEDICAID EXPANSION, INDIVIDUALS WITH INCOMES UP TO ]380/0 OF THE FEDERAL POVERTY LEVEL QUALIFY FOR
MEDICAID COVERAGE. THIS PROGRAM OFFERS COMPREHENSIVE HEALTH BENEFITS WITH LITTLE TO NO COST-SHARING. FOR MANY
NEBRASKANS/ MEDICAID PROVIDES AN ALTERNATIVE TO EXCHANGE PLANS, PARTICULARLY FOR THOSE WITH VERY LOW INCOMES.

INTERACTION WITH THE EXCHANGE

THE NEBRASKA INSURANCE EXCHANGE HELPS APPLICANTS DETERMINE WHETHER THEY QUALIFY FOR MEDICAID OR SUBSIDIZED
PRIVATE PLANS. THOSE ELIGIBLE FOR MEDICAID ARE DIRECTED TO ENROLL IN THE STATE PROGRAM INSTEAD OF PURCHASING
EXCHANGE PLANS. THIS COORDINATION ENSURES THAT RESIDENTS RECEIVE THE MOST APPROPRIATE AND COST-EFFECTIVE
COVERAGE.

BeNEFITS OF USING THE NEBRASKA INSURANCE EXCHANGE

UTILI1ZING THE NEBRASKA INSURANCE EXCHANGE OFFERS SEVERAL ADVANTAGES FOR INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES SEEKING HEALTH
INSURANCE COVERAGE.

CoMpRreHENSIVE PLAN COMPARISON

THE EXCHANGE ALLOWS CONSUMERS TO COMPARE MULTIPLE INSURANCE PLANS SIDE-BY-SIDE, CONSIDERING FACTORS SUCH AS
PREMIUMS, DEDUCTIBLES, COVERAGE BENEFITS, AND PROVIDER NET\¥ ORKS. THIS TRANSPARENCY FACILITATES INFORMED DECISION-
MAKING.

ACCESS TO FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

THE PLATFORM STREAMLINES ACCESS TO PREMIUM TAX CREDITS AND COST-SHARING REDUCTIONS, MAKING COVERAGE MORE
AFFORDABLE FOR ELIGIBLE NEBRASKANS. THIS FINANCIAL SUPPORT HELPS REDUCE THE BURDEN OF HEALTHCARE COSTS.

CONSUMER PROTECTIONS

PLANS PURCHASED THROUGH THE NEBRASKA INSURANCE EXCHANGE ADHERE TO ACA REGULATIONS, INCLUDING COVERAGE FOR
PRE-EXISTING CONDITIONS, ESSENTIAL HEALTH BENEFITS, AND PREVENTIVE SERVICES WITHOUT ADDITIONAL COST-SHARING.
THESE PROTECTIONS ENSURE COMPREHENSIVE AND FAIR COVERAGE.

SUPPORT AND RESOURCES

THE EXCHANGE PROVIDES EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS, ENROLLMENT ASSISTANCE, AND CUSTOMER SUPPORT TO GUIDE APPLICANTS
THROUGH THE PROCESS. THIS SUPPORT IS ESPECIALLY VALUABLE FOR FIRST-TIME BUYERS AND THOSE WITH COMPLEX
HEALTHCARE NEEDS.



FLEXIBILITY AND CONVENIENCE

THE ONLINE PLATFORM OFFERS A CONVENIENT WAY TO SHOP AND ENROLL IN HEALTH INSURANCE FROM HOME. ADDITIONALLY,
THE EXCHANGE ACCOMMODATES SPECIAL ENROLLMENT PERIODS FOR LIFE CHANGES, PROVIDING FLEXIBILITY TO ADJUST COVERAGE
AS NEEDED.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE NEBRASKA INSURANCE EXCHANGE?

THE NEBRASKA INSURANCE EXCHANGE IS A MARKETPLACE WHERE INDIVIDUALS AND SMALL BUSINESSES CAN SHOP FOR, COMPARE,
AND PURCHASE HEALTH INSURANCE PLANS, OFTEN WITH THE HELP OF FEDERAL SUBSIDIES.

Is NEBRASKA USING THE FEDERAL HEALTH INSURANCE EXCHANGE OR ITS OWN STATE
EXCHANGE?

NEBRASKA USES THE FEDERAL HEALTH INSURANCE EXCHANGE, HEALTHCARE.GOV/ RATHER THAN OPERATING ITS OWN STATE-
BASED EXCHANGE.

\W/HEN IS THE OPEN ENROLLMENT PERIOD FOR THE NEBRASKA INSURANCE EXCHANGE?

THE OPEN ENROLLMENT PERIOD FOR THE NEBRASKA INSURANCE EXCHANGE TYPICALLY RUNS FROM NoVEMBER 1 To DECeMBER 15
EACH YEAR, BUT DATES MAY VARY SLIGHTLY ANNUALLY.

\W/HO IS ELIGIBLE TO PURCHASE INSURANCE THROUGH THE NEBRASKA INSURANCE
EXCHANGE?

RESIDENTS OF NEBRASKA WHO DO NOT HAVE ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE EMPLOYER-SPONSORED INSURANCE OR GOVERNMENT
PROGRAMS LIKE MEDICAID CAN PURCHASE PLANS THROUGH THE INSURANCE EXCHANGE.

CAN | GET FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE WHEN BUYING HEALTH INSURANCE ON THE NEBRASKA
EXCHANGE?

YES, MANY NEBRASKANS QUALIFY FOR SUBSIDIES OR TAX CREDITS BASED ON THEIR INCOME TO HELP LOWER THE COST OF
PREMIUMS WHEN PURCHASING INSURANCE THROUGH THE EXCHANGE.

\WHAT TYPES OF HEALTH INSURANCE PLANS ARE AVAILABLE ON THE NEBRASKA
INSURANCE EXCHANGE?

THE EXCHANGE OFFERS A VARIETY OF PLANS CATEGORIZED BY METAL TIERS: BRONZE, SILVER, GOLD, AND PLATINUM, EACH WITH
DIFFERENT LEVELS OF COVERAGE AND COST-SHARING.

How Do | APPLY FOR HEALTH INSURANCE THROUGH THE NEBRASKA INSURANCE
EXCHANGE?

YOU CAN APPLY ONLINE AT HEALTHCARE.GOV, BY PHONE, OR WITH THE HELP OF A CERTIFIED ASSISTER OR BROKER TO COMPARE
PLANS AND COMPLETE YOUR APPLICATION.



Does THE NEBRASKA INSURANCE EXCHANGE OFFER DENTAL INSURANCE PLANS?

YES, DENTAL INSURANCE PLANS ARE AVAILABLE SEPARATELY ON THE NEBRASKA INSURANCE EXCHANGE AND CAN BE PURCHASED
ALONGSIDE HEALTH INSURANCE PLANS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. NeBRASKA INSURANCE EXCHANGE: A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE

THIS BOOK PROVIDES AN IN-DEPTH OVERVIEW OF THE NEBRASKA INSURANCE EXCHANGE, EXPLAINING HOW IT OPERATES WITHIN
THE STATE'S HEALTHCARE SYSTEM. [T COVERS ENROLLMENT PROCESSES, ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA, AND AVAILABLE INSURANCE
PLANS. READERS WILL GAIN A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF HOW TO NAVIGATE THE EXCHANGE AND MAKE INFORMED DECISIONS
ABOUT THEIR HEALTH COVERAGE.

2. UNDERSTANDING HEAL TH INSURANCE OPTIONS IN NEBRASKA

FOCUSING ON THE NEBRASKA INSURANCE EXCHANGE, THIS BOOK BREAKS DOWN THE COMPLEXITIES OF HEALTH INSURANCE
OPTIONS AVAILABLE TO RESIDENTS. |T HIGHLIGHTS THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN PLANS, SUBSIDIES, AND THE IMPACT OF FEDERAL
AND STATE REGULATIONS. IDEAL FOR FIRST-TIME ENROLLEES, IT SIMPLIFIES INSURANCE JARGON AND OFFERS PRACTICAL ADVICE
ON SELECTING THE RIGHT COVERAGE.

3. STATE-LEVEL HEALTH INSURANCE EXCHANGES: THE NEBRASKA MoDEL

THIS TITLE EXAMINES NEBRASKA'S UNIQUE APPROACH TO MANAGING ITS HEALTH INSURANCE EXCHANGE AS COMPARED TO OTHER
STATES. |IT ANALYZES POLICY DECISIONS, IMPLEMENTATION CHALLENGES, AND OUTCOMES RELATED TO ACCESS AND
AFFORDABILITY. POLICYMAKERS, RESEARCHERS, AND STUDENTS WILL FIND VALUABLE INSIGHTS INTO NEBRASKA’S HEALTH
INSURANCE FRAMEW ORK.

4. ENROLLMENT STRATEGIES FOR THE NEBRASKA INSURANCE EXCHANGE

DESIGNED FOR INSURANCE AGENTS AND OUTREACH COORDINATORS, THIS BOOK EXPLORES EFFECTIVE ENROLLMENT STRATEGIES
TAILORED TO NEBRASKA’S DEMOGRAPHIC AND ECONOMIC LANDSCAPE. |T DISCUSSES COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT, MARKETING
TECHNIQUES, AND TECHNOLOGICAL TOOLS THAT ENHANCE PARTICIPATION RATES. THE GUIDE ALSO INCLUDES CASE STUDIES
DEMONSTRATING SUCCESSFUL ENROLLMENT CAMPAIGNS.

5. HEALTH INSURANCE SUBSIDIES AND NEBRASKA’S MARKETPLACE

THIS BOOK DELVES INTO THE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS AVAILABLE THROUGH THE NEBRASKA INSURANCE EXCHANGE. |T
EXPLAINS HOW SUBSIDIES ARE CALCULATED, ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS, AND THEIR EFFECT ON PREMIUM COSTS. READERS WILL
LEARN HOW TO MAXIMIZE BENEFITS AND UNDERSTAND THE ECONOMIC IMPACT OF SUBSIDIES ON THE STATE'S RESIDENTS.

6. THE IMPACT OF FEDERAL POLICIES ON NEBRASKA’S INSURANCE EXCHANGE

ANALYZING HOW FEDERAL HEALTHCARE REFORMS INFLUENCE NEBRASKA’S INSURANCE EXCHANGE, THIS BOOK COVERS LEGISLATION
SUCH AS THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT AND SUBSEQUENT POLICY CHANGES. |T DISCUSSES THE INTERPLAY BETWEEN FEDERAL
MANDATES AND STATE-LEVEL IMPLEMENTATION, PROVIDING A DETAILED LOOK AT REGULATORY CHALLENGES AND ADAPTATIONS.

7. NAVIGATING NEBRASKA’S HEAL TH INSURANCE MARKETPLACE: A CONSUMER’S HANDBOOK

\W/RITTEN FOR CONSUMERS, THIS HANDBOOK OFFERS STEP-BY-STEP GUIDANCE ON ENROLLING IN HEALTH PLANS VIA NEBRASKA’S
INSURANCE EXCHANGE. |T COVERS TOPICS LIKE COMPARING PLANS, UNDERSTANDING BENEFITS, AND HANDLING RENEWALS. THE
BOOK AIMS TO EMPOWER INDIVIDUALS WITH THE KNOWLEDGE TO MAINTAIN CONTINUOUS AND AFFORDABLE HEALTH COVERAGE.

8. TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION IN NEBRASKA’S INSURANCE EXCHANGE

THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE TECHNOLOGICAL INFRASTRUCTURE SUPPORTING NEBRASKA’S INSURANCE EXCHANGE, INCLUDING ONLINE
PORTALS, DATA MANAGEMENT, AND CYBERSECURITY MEASURES. | T HIGHLIGHTS INNOVATIONS AIMED AT IMPROVING USER
EXPERIENCE AND STREAMLINING ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESSES. | T PROFESSIONALS AND POLICYMAKERS WILL FIND A DETAILED
ANALYSIS OF THE EXCHANGE’S DIGITAL EVOLUTION.

Q. CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES IN NEBRASKA’S HEAL TH INSURANCE EXCHANGE

FOCUSING ON CURRENT CHALLENGES SUCH AS ENROLLMENT FLUCTUATIONS, FUNDING ISSUES, AND MARKET COMPETITION, THIS
BOOK ALSO IDENTIFIES OPPORTUNITIES FOR GROWTH AND IMPROVEMENT IN NEBRASKA’S INSURANCE EXCHANGE. |T PRESENTS
EXPERT PERSPECTIVES ON POLICY REFORMS, STAKEHOLDER COLLABORATION, AND FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR ENHANCING
HEALTHCARE ACCESS IN THE STATE.
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