new orleans saints former coaches

new orleans saints former coaches have played a crucial role in shaping the identity
and success of the franchise over the decades. Since the team's inception in 1967, a
variety of head coaches have led the Saints through periods of struggle, rebuilding, and
triumph. This article explores the most notable new orleans saints former coaches,
highlighting their contributions, coaching styles, and legacies. Understanding the history
of these coaches provides insight into how the team evolved into a respected NFL
franchise, including its playoff appearances and Super Bowl victory. From early pioneers
to modern strategists, the former coaches of the New Orleans Saints have left a lasting
impact on the organization and its fan base. The following sections will delve into the
biographies, achievements, and challenges faced by these key figures in Saints history.

e Early Years and Founding Coaches

e Coaches During the Struggles and Rebuilding Phases
e Successful Eras and Playoff Appearances

e Notable Former Coaches and Their Legacies

e Impact of Coaching Changes on the Franchise

Early Years and Founding Coaches

The New Orleans Saints began their journey in the National Football League in 1967, and
their first head coaches laid the foundation for the franchise despite the team's initial
challenges. The earliest new orleans saints former coaches were tasked with establishing
a competitive squad in a league dominated by more experienced teams. Their efforts set
the stage for the team's future development, even though early seasons were marked by
losses and growing pains.

Tom Fears: The Inaugural Head Coach

Tom Fears was the first head coach of the New Orleans Saints, leading the team from
1967 to 1970. A former NFL player and Hall of Famer, Fears faced the difficult challenge
of building a new franchise from scratch. Under his leadership, the Saints struggled to
find consistent success, but he was instrumental in setting up the team's initial culture
and player development programs. Despite a losing record, Fears’ tenure was significant
for laying the groundwork for future coaches.



John North: Transition and Early Development

Following Fears, John North took over as head coach in the early 1970s. His time with the
Saints marked a transitional phase as the team attempted to improve its performance.
North’s coaching style emphasized fundamentals and discipline, though the team
continued to face challenges in achieving winning seasons. His period as coach
contributed to the ongoing evolution of the franchise during its formative years.

Coaches During the Struggles and Rebuilding
Phases

The Saints experienced prolonged periods where consistent success eluded the team.
Several new orleans saints former coaches led the franchise through these difficult times,
focusing on rebuilding the roster and developing young talent. These coaches often had to
work with limited resources and faced the daunting task of turning around a struggling
team.

Jim Mora: Turning the Franchise Around

Jim Mora is one of the most prominent new orleans saints former coaches known for
transforming the team’s fortunes. Coaching the Saints from 1986 to 1996, Mora led the
franchise to its first-ever playoff appearance in 1987. His disciplined coaching approach
and focus on defense helped the Saints become a competitive team in the NFC. Mora’s
tenure is remembered for establishing the Saints as a legitimate contender after years of
disappointing results.

P.J. Fleck and Interim Coaches

In the years following Mora’s departure, the Saints went through several coaching
changes, including interim appointments and short-term hires. These new orleans saints
former coaches faced the challenge of maintaining team morale and performance during
uncertain times while the franchise sought a long-term solution. Their contributions were
vital in keeping the team operational and competitive enough to attract future coaching
talent.

Successful Eras and Playoff Appearances

New orleans saints former coaches who guided the team during its most successful
periods are celebrated for their leadership and strategic acumen. These coaches not only
achieved winning records but also led the Saints to multiple playoff appearances and
historic milestones.



Sean Payton: The Architect of Modern Success

Sean Payton stands out as the most successful head coach in Saints history, serving from
2006 to 2021. Under Payton’s leadership, the Saints won their first Super Bowl (XLIV) in
the 2009 season. Known for his innovative offensive schemes and ability to develop
quarterbacks, Payton transformed the Saints into perennial contenders. His era featured
numerous playoff runs and franchise records, marking a golden age for the team.

Jim Haslett: Playoff Breakthrough

Jim Haslett was the head coach from 2000 to 2005 and is credited with leading the Saints
to their first playoff victory in 2000. Haslett’s tenure was characterized by a tough
defensive approach and improved team discipline. Although his time with the Saints ended
amid mixed results, his impact on breaking the playoff win drought remains a significant
chapter in the franchise’s history.

Notable Former Coaches and Their Legacies

Several new orleans saints former coaches have left enduring legacies through their
contributions to team culture, player development, and community involvement. Their
influence extends beyond wins and losses, shaping the identity of the franchise.

Mike Ditka: A Brief but Memorable Tenure

Hall of Famer Mike Ditka coached the Saints from 1997 to 1999. While his tenure was
brief and met with limited on-field success, Ditka’s high-profile presence brought attention
and credibility to the franchise. His coaching style emphasized toughness and leadership,
traits that resonated with fans and players alike.

Other Coaches with Notable Contributions

e Hank Stram: Known for his innovative offensive strategies during the late 1970s.
e Jim E. Mora: Jim Mora’s son, who coached the Saints briefly in the early 2000s.
e Sean Payton’s Assistant Coaches: Many former assistants under Payton have gone on

to successful head coaching careers, reflecting the strong coaching tree developed
during his era.



Impact of Coaching Changes on the Franchise

Coaching changes have had significant effects on the New Orleans Saints’ performance,
team morale, and fan engagement. The transition between new orleans saints former
coaches often marked shifts in strategy, player personnel decisions, and organizational
focus. Understanding these impacts provides insight into how coaching stability or
turnover influenced the franchise’s trajectory.

Effects on Team Performance

Frequent coaching changes in some periods led to inconsistent team performance, while
extended tenures like that of Sean Payton correlated with sustained success. Coaching
philosophies directly affected offensive and defensive schemes, which in turn influenced
player acquisitions and draft strategies.

Fan and Community Relations

Coaches often served as the face of the franchise, with their leadership style affecting fan
perception and community support. Positive relationships between coaches and the New
Orleans community helped strengthen the bond between the team and its supporters,
especially during challenging times.

Future Prospects and Coaching Philosophy

The legacy of new orleans saints former coaches continues to shape the team’s approach
to hiring and development. The franchise values coaches who demonstrate adaptability,
leadership, and the ability to cultivate talent, reflecting lessons learned from past
coaching tenures.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first head coach of the New Orleans
Saints?

The first head coach of the New Orleans Saints was Tom Fears, who coached the team
from 1967 to 1970.

Which former New Orleans Saints coach led the team to
their first Super Bowl victory?

Sean Payton led the New Orleans Saints to their first Super Bowl victory in Super Bowl
XLIV in 2010.



Why was Sean Payton a significant figure in New
Orleans Saints coaching history?

Sean Payton is significant because he coached the Saints from 2006 to 2021, leading them
to their first Super Bowl win and transforming the team into a consistent playoff
contender.

Who succeeded Sean Payton as the head coach of the
New Orleans Saints?

Dennis Allen succeeded Sean Payton as the head coach of the New Orleans Saints in 2022.

What challenges did former Saints coaches face before
Sean Payton's tenure?

Before Sean Payton's tenure, Saints coaches often faced challenges such as poor team
performance, lack of playoff appearances, and difficulty building a winning culture in a
historically struggling franchise.

Which former New Orleans Saints coach is known for a
long tenure during the 1980s?

Jim Mora is known for his long tenure as the Saints' head coach from 1986 to 1996,
leading the team to its first playoff appearances.

Additional Resources

1. Sean Payton: The Architect of a Saints Dynasty

This book delves into the career of Sean Payton, exploring how he transformed the New
Orleans Saints into a championship-winning team. It covers his coaching philosophy, key
seasons, and the challenges he faced both on and off the field. Readers gain insight into
the strategies that led to the Saints' first Super Bowl victory.

2. Marty Schottenheimer’s Brief Tenure: Lessons in Leadership

Focusing on Marty Schottenheimer’s short stint with the Saints, this book examines his
coaching style and the circumstances surrounding his departure. It provides an analysis of
his impact on the team and the lessons that future coaches could learn from his
experience in New Orleans.

3. Jim Haslett and the Rebirth of the Saints Defense

This biography highlights Jim Haslett’s role in revitalizing the Saints’ defensive unit during
his coaching years. The book narrates his journey from defensive coordinator to head
coach, emphasizing his leadership qualities and defensive tactics that left a lasting mark
on the franchise.

4. Sean Payton and Drew Brees: A Legendary Partnership
Exploring the dynamic relationship between coach Sean Payton and quarterback Drew



Brees, this book captures how their collaboration elevated the Saints to new heights. It
discusses their communication, mutual trust, and how their partnership reshaped the
team's offensive identity.

5. Jim Mora Sr.: The Early Years of Saints Coaching

A comprehensive look at Jim Mora Sr.’s time as head coach, this book details how he laid
the groundwork for the Saints’ future success. It covers his coaching methods, team
culture, and the challenges of leading a struggling franchise in the late 1980s and early
1990s.

6. Tom Fears: The Pioneer Coach of the New Orleans Saints

This book pays tribute to Tom Fears, the first head coach of the Saints, highlighting his
role in establishing the team's foundation. It explores his coaching background, the
obstacles of building an expansion team, and his contributions to the Saints’ early identity.

7. Sean Payton’s Playbook: Innovations in Modern Football

An in-depth analysis of Sean Payton’s offensive strategies and play-calling creativity. This
book breaks down some of his most successful plays and formations, offering readers a
glimpse into the mind of one of the NFL’s most innovative coaches.

8. Hank Stram and the Saints: A Season of Change

Covering Hank Stram'’s brief coaching period with the Saints, this book examines his
influence and the transitional phase the team underwent. It provides context on the NFL
landscape at the time and Stram’s attempts to adapt his coaching style to the Saints’
roster.

9. From Struggles to Glory: The Evolution of Saints Coaching

This comprehensive history traces the journey of the New Orleans Saints through the
tenures of their various head coaches. It captures the highs and lows, the shifts in
coaching philosophies, and how each leader contributed to the franchise's ultimate
success.
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