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norton anthology of drama vol 2 is a comprehensive collection that offers an
extensive exploration of dramatic literature from the late eighteenth century
to the modern era. This volume is highly regarded in academic and theatrical
circles for its thoughtful curation of plays, critical essays, and historical
context. It provides readers with a rich understanding of the evolution of
drama, featuring a diverse range of playwrights and styles that have shaped
the theatrical landscape. The anthology is designed to support both students
and scholars, offering detailed introductions to each work and insightful
commentary that enhances comprehension and appreciation. With its carefully
selected texts, the Norton Anthology of Drama Vol 2 serves as an
indispensable resource for anyone interested in the study or performance of
modern drama. This article will delve into the contents, editorial approach,
thematic scope, and academic value of the volume, providing a clear overview
of its significance in literary studies.
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Overview of the Norton Anthology of Drama Vol 2

The Norton Anthology of Drama Vol 2 focuses primarily on drama from the late
eighteenth century through the twenty-first century, capturing the
significant shifts in theatrical form and content during this period. It
spans various dramatic movements including Romanticism, realism, modernism,
and postmodernism, providing a wide lens on how drama reflects social,
political, and cultural changes. The volume is part of the larger Norton
Anthology series, which is known for its authoritative and scholarly approach
to literary anthologies. This specific installment emphasizes plays that have
contributed to the development of modern and contemporary theatre, showcasing
both canonical and lesser-known works to offer a comprehensive view.

Editorial Structure and Features

The editorial design of the Norton Anthology of Drama Vol 2 is crafted to
facilitate critical engagement and academic study. The volume includes
detailed introductions that contextualize each play within its historical and
literary framework. Additionally, editorial notes provide explanations of
language, references, and theatrical conventions pertinent to the text. The
anthology also incorporates critical essays and excerpts from secondary
sources that enrich understanding and provoke deeper analysis.



Introduction and Annotations

Each play is preceded by an introduction that outlines the playwright’s
biography, the play’s historical background, and its significance within the
dramatic tradition. Annotations within the text clarify archaic terms,
idiomatic expressions, and cultural references, making the plays accessible
to contemporary readers and students.

Supplementary Materials

Beyond the plays themselves, the volume features critical essays and
performance histories that highlight the interpretive possibilities of each
text. These materials encourage readers to consider different perspectives
and the evolving reception of the works over time.

Key Playwrights and Works Included

The Norton Anthology of Drama Vol 2 encompasses a broad spectrum of
playwrights who have shaped modern drama. It includes seminal figures from
various national traditions, reflecting the global nature of theatrical
innovation.

Notable Playwrights

Henrik Ibsen – Often called the father of modern drama, known for plays
like A Doll’s House and Hedda Gabler.

Anton Chekhov – Renowned for his nuanced character studies in works such
as The Cherry Orchard and The Seagull.

Arthur Miller – A key American playwright with influential dramas like
Death of a Salesman and The Crucible.

August Wilson – Celebrated for his exploration of African American life
in the 20th century, notably through his Pittsburgh Cycle.

Samuel Beckett – A pivotal figure in the Theatre of the Absurd, best
known for Waiting for Godot.

Range of Dramatic Genres

The collection includes a variety of genres, from tragedy and comedy to
experimental and political theatre. This variety highlights the dynamic
nature of drama as a form of artistic expression and social commentary.

Thematic and Historical Contexts

The Norton Anthology of Drama Vol 2 situates the selected plays within their
broader socio-political and cultural contexts. This approach allows readers



to understand how historical events and societal shifts influenced dramatic
themes and techniques.

Social and Political Influences

Many plays in the anthology engage with critical issues such as class
struggle, gender roles, racial identity, and political oppression. The volume
provides background information on the historical periods that shaped these
themes, enhancing readers’ comprehension of the plays’ messages and
relevance.

Literary and Theatrical Movements

The anthology traces the development of various movements, including
realism’s focus on everyday life, modernism’s experimentation with form, and
postmodernism’s challenge to traditional narratives. This historical layering
enriches the reader’s appreciation of the plays’ innovation and impact.

Academic and Pedagogical Applications

Widely used in university courses on drama and literature, the Norton
Anthology of Drama Vol 2 is tailored to support academic study and critical
discourse. Its comprehensive selections and scholarly apparatus make it a
valuable teaching tool for instructors and an essential reference for
students.

Curriculum Integration

The volume’s organization and editorial features facilitate its use in
diverse educational settings, from introductory surveys to advanced seminars
in drama and theater studies. It provides a balanced mix of canonical texts
and diverse voices, encouraging inclusive curricula.

Research and Analysis

Researchers benefit from the anthology’s thorough documentation and critical
perspectives, which serve as a foundation for further scholarly inquiry into
dramatic literature and performance history.

Comparisons with Other Drama Anthologies

When compared to other major drama anthologies, the Norton Anthology of Drama
Vol 2 stands out for its breadth, depth, and editorial rigor. Its commitment
to presenting a wide range of voices and historical periods offers a more
inclusive and multifaceted view of modern drama.



Scope and Selection

While some anthologies focus narrowly on specific eras or national
traditions, this volume’s selection spans a significant chronological and
geographic range. It balances well-known classics with innovative lesser-
known works, providing a comprehensive survey of the field.

Editorial Approach

The detailed introductions, annotations, and critical materials distinguish
the Norton Anthology from more basic collections. This scholarly apparatus
supports deeper engagement and critical thinking, making it a preferred
choice for academic use.

Frequently Asked Questions

What plays are included in Norton Anthology of Drama
Vol 2?

Norton Anthology of Drama Vol 2 typically includes plays from the modern and
contemporary periods, featuring works by playwrights such as Arthur Miller,
Tennessee Williams, August Wilson, and Harold Pinter.

Who are the editors of Norton Anthology of Drama Vol
2?

The Norton Anthology of Drama Vol 2 is edited by J. Ellen Gainor, Stanton B.
Garner Jr., and Martin Puchner, who are scholars in the field of drama and
literature.

What time periods does Norton Anthology of Drama Vol
2 cover?

Volume 2 of the Norton Anthology of Drama generally covers plays from the
late 19th century through the 21st century, focusing on modern and
contemporary drama.

Is Norton Anthology of Drama Vol 2 suitable for
academic study?

Yes, Norton Anthology of Drama Vol 2 is widely used in academic settings due
to its comprehensive collection of significant plays, critical essays, and
contextual information.

Does Norton Anthology of Drama Vol 2 include
international playwrights?

Yes, the anthology includes works by international playwrights, offering a
diverse perspective on modern and contemporary drama across different
cultures.



Are there critical essays included in Norton
Anthology of Drama Vol 2?

Yes, the anthology contains critical essays and introductions that provide
historical context, thematic analysis, and performance history for the
included plays.

Where can I purchase Norton Anthology of Drama Vol 2?

Norton Anthology of Drama Vol 2 can be purchased from major book retailers
such as Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and directly from W.W. Norton & Company’s
website.

Additional Resources
1. The Norton Anthology of Drama: Volume 1
This companion volume to Volume 2 covers early and classical drama, including
Greek tragedies, medieval plays, and Renaissance works. It offers a
comprehensive introduction to the origins and development of Western drama.
Detailed notes and contextual essays help readers understand the historical
and cultural backgrounds of the plays.

2. The Cambridge Companion to Modern British Drama
This collection of essays explores the evolution of British drama from the
late 19th century through the 20th century, a period well represented in the
Norton Anthology of Drama, Volume 2. It examines key playwrights, thematic
trends, and dramatic innovations. The book is an excellent resource for
understanding the social and political contexts influencing modern British
theatre.

3. The Oxford Illustrated History of Theatre
Providing a broad overview of theatre history, this book covers significant
movements and playwrights featured in the Norton Anthology of Drama, Volume
2. Richly illustrated, it traces the development of drama from ancient times
to contemporary stages. Its accessible style makes it suitable for both
students and general readers interested in theatre.

4. Modern Drama: Texts and Contexts
This textbook focuses on plays from the late 19th century onward, paralleling
much of the content found in the Norton Anthology of Drama, Volume 2. It
includes critical essays and historical background that deepen the
understanding of modern dramatic literature. The book is designed to support
academic study and critical analysis of modern drama.

5. Twentieth-Century Drama: An Introduction
Offering an overview of key playwrights and movements of the 20th century,
this book complements the Norton Anthology’s selection of modern dramas. It
discusses major trends such as realism, absurdism, and political theatre. The
introduction to influential figures like Beckett, Pinter, and Williams makes
it a valuable companion text.

6. Women Playwrights of the Modern Era
This anthology highlights the contributions of female dramatists who appear
in or are contemporaneous with those in the Norton Anthology of Drama, Volume
2. It explores themes of gender, identity, and social change in their works.
The book sheds light on often underrepresented voices in modern theatre.



7. American Drama Since 1945: A Critical Survey
Focusing on post-World War II American plays, this book complements the
Norton Anthology’s coverage of American drama. It provides critical analysis
of major playwrights such as Arthur Miller, Tennessee Williams, and August
Wilson. The survey discusses how historical events shaped theatrical
expression in the United States.

8. Theatre Histories: An Introduction
This comprehensive introduction to theatre history includes extensive
discussion of modern drama, as featured in the Norton Anthology of Drama,
Volume 2. It addresses cultural, political, and artistic contexts that
influenced dramatic works. The text is ideal for readers seeking a holistic
understanding of theatre’s evolution.

9. Postcolonial Dramaturgies: Plays in Context
Examining plays from postcolonial perspectives, this book relates to several
works included in the Norton Anthology of Drama, Volume 2 that address themes
of identity, power, and resistance. It offers critical frameworks for
analyzing drama from formerly colonized regions. The text highlights the
global diversity of modern theatrical voices.
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