
packers 2018 draft class
packers 2018 draft class marked a significant chapter in the Green Bay Packers’ ongoing
efforts to strengthen their roster through young, talented players. This draft class brought a
mix of promising offensive and defensive prospects who have contributed to the team’s
success in various capacities. From the first-round selections to late-round sleepers, the
2018 draftees have had varying impacts, shaping the Packers' depth and future potential.
This article provides an in-depth analysis of the Packers 2018 draft class, highlighting key
players, their career progress, and how the class fits into the franchise’s broader strategy.
Additionally, it covers the scouting insights, positional breakdowns, and the overall results
of the draft, offering a comprehensive overview for fans and analysts alike.
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Overview of the Packers 2018 Draft Class
The Packers 2018 draft class encompassed a total of six players selected over seven
rounds, targeting key areas to bolster both offense and defense. This draft was notable for
addressing depth concerns along the offensive line and adding speed and versatility to the
defensive front. The class featured a blend of immediate starters and developmental
prospects, reflecting the Packers’ balanced approach to team building. With a focus on
athleticism and adaptability, the selections were aimed at complementing the existing core
and providing long-term value. The 2018 draft also showcased the Packers’ commitment to
scouting under-the-radar talent, as several picks were considered high-upside choices
rather than guaranteed stars.

First-Round Picks and Their Impact

Jaire Alexander: Cornerback Excellence
The standout of the Packers 2018 draft class was undoubtedly Jaire Alexander, selected
18th overall in the first round. Alexander quickly established himself as one of the premier
cornerbacks in the NFL, known for his elite coverage skills, agility, and playmaking ability.



His presence significantly improved the Packers’ secondary, providing lockdown coverage
against top receivers. Alexander’s immediate impact helped shape the defense and
solidified his role as a cornerstone player for the franchise.

First-Round Strategy and Expectations
With the first-round pick, the Packers prioritized defensive strength and versatility.
Selecting Alexander aligned with the organization’s goal to enhance pass defense, which
had been a vulnerability in previous seasons. The investment in a top-tier cornerback
demonstrated the team’s intention to build a formidable defense around young, dynamic
talent. Expectations for first-round picks in the Packers 2018 draft class were high, and
Alexander’s performance has largely met or exceeded those standards.

Mid- to Late-Round Selections

Jordan Love: Quarterback Prospect
One of the most discussed players from the Packers 2018 draft class was Jordan Love,
taken in the first round but later than many expected due to his position as a quarterback.
Love was viewed as a developmental project, intended to eventually succeed Aaron
Rodgers. His selection reflected a strategic decision to secure a potential franchise
quarterback for the future, although his immediate impact was limited as he spent initial
seasons learning and adjusting to the professional level.

Other Mid- to Late-Round Picks
The Packers also added several mid- to late-round players who brought depth and special
teams value. Notable among these were Oren Burks, a linebacker with the ability to
contribute in multiple defensive roles, and Jace Sternberger, a tight end with good size and
receiving skills. These selections emphasized versatility and the potential to develop into
reliable contributors over time.

Oren Burks – Linebacker

Jace Sternberger – Tight End

Kofi Amichia – Offensive Lineman

Caleb Frostman – Linebacker

Additional undrafted rookie signings



Positional Breakdown of the Draft Class

Defensive Backfield Reinforcements
The Packers 2018 draft class was heavily focused on strengthening the defensive backfield.
Jaire Alexander’s selection was complemented by the addition of other defensive players
who could contribute in various capacities. This emphasis was in response to the team’s
need for improved pass defense and creating a more dynamic secondary.

Offensive Line and Skill Positions
Addressing the offensive line was another priority, with picks like Kofi Amichia aimed at
providing depth and competition along the line. Additionally, the drafting of skill position
players such as tight end Jace Sternberger was designed to add versatility and enhance
offensive schemes. These selections were part of a broader strategy to balance the roster
and support the offensive core, including quarterback development.

Career Progress and Contributions

Jaire Alexander’s Rise to Stardom
Since being drafted, Jaire Alexander has emerged as a foundational player for the Packers’
defense. His career trajectory includes multiple Pro Bowl selections and recognition as one
of the league’s elite cornerbacks. Alexander’s ability to shut down opposing receivers has
been critical in key games, and he remains a vital asset for the franchise moving forward.

Development of Jordan Love and Others
Jordan Love’s development has been closely monitored, with the team investing time in his
growth as a potential starting quarterback. While his playing time was limited initially,
Love’s progression in practice and preseason has positioned him as a viable successor to
Aaron Rodgers. Other members of the 2018 draft class have contributed primarily on
special teams or as rotational players, demonstrating the depth and developmental nature
of this group.

Scouting and Draft Strategy

Focus on Athleticism and Versatility
The Packers 2018 draft class reflected a strategic emphasis on athleticism and versatility.
Scouts prioritized players who could adapt to multiple roles and contribute immediately or
with development. This approach aimed to maximize the value of each pick by selecting



individuals with high upside and the ability to fit into varied schemes.

Balancing Immediate Needs with Long-Term Planning
Green Bay’s strategy combined addressing pressing roster needs with planning for the
future. The selection of a potential franchise quarterback alongside elite defensive talent
exemplified this balance. The Packers demonstrated a willingness to invest in both proven
prospects and developmental players, ensuring a diverse pipeline of talent for years to
come.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the Green Bay Packers' first-round pick in the
2018 NFL Draft?
The Green Bay Packers selected Jaire Alexander, a cornerback from Louisville, with the 18th
overall pick in the first round of the 2018 NFL Draft.

How has Jaire Alexander performed since being drafted
by the Packers in 2018?
Jaire Alexander has developed into one of the top cornerbacks in the NFL, earning multiple
Pro Bowl selections and being a key part of the Packers' secondary since 2018.

Which 2018 Packers draft pick had the biggest impact
on the team's defense?
Jaire Alexander had the biggest impact on the Packers' defense among the 2018 draft class,
becoming a shutdown corner and a cornerstone of their secondary.

Did any 2018 Packers draft picks contribute
significantly on special teams?
Yes, some 2018 Packers draft picks, including cornerback Jaire Alexander, contributed on
special teams early in their careers while developing into starting roles on defense.

How many players did the Packers draft in 2018 and
how many became starters?
The Green Bay Packers selected nine players in the 2018 NFL Draft. Out of those, several
including Jaire Alexander and Oren Burks eventually became starters for the team.



Additional Resources
1. Green Bay Packers 2018 Draft Class: A New Era Begins
This book explores the Green Bay Packers' 2018 draft class in detail, analyzing each pick
and their potential impact on the team's future. It covers the scouting process, draft day
decisions, and the players’ college careers. Fans will appreciate the insights into how this
group shaped the Packers' roster in subsequent seasons.

2. Rising Stars: The 2018 Packers Draft Prospects
Focusing on the most promising players from the 2018 draft, this book highlights their
journey from college football to the NFL. It provides player profiles, strengths and
weaknesses, and early career performances. The narrative gives readers an inside look at
the challenges rookies face in making an NFL roster.

3. The 2018 Packers Draft: Strategy and Execution
This title delves into the front office strategy behind the Packers’ 2018 draft choices. It
examines General Manager Brian Gutekunst’s approach, draft day trades, and the overall
philosophy driving the selections. The book offers a comprehensive view of how the Packers
build through the draft.

4. From College to Lambeau: Packers 2018 Draft Class Transition
An in-depth look at how the 2018 draftees adapted to the professional level with the
Packers. It discusses training camp challenges, rookie seasons, and developmental
milestones. Readers gain a better understanding of what it takes for college players to
succeed in the NFL.

5. Game Changers: Impact Players from the Packers 2018 Draft
This book spotlights the key contributors from the 2018 draft who made significant impacts
on the Packers’ roster. It includes game analysis, stats, and personal stories of standout
players. The book celebrates the successes and highlights the importance of the 2018 draft
class.

6. Draft Day Drama: Behind the Scenes of the Packers 2018 Selections
Offering a behind-the-scenes perspective, this book reveals the tension, excitement, and
decision-making during the 2018 NFL Draft for the Packers. Interviews with team personnel
and insiders provide a unique narrative. It captures the drama and anticipation surrounding
draft day.

7. Building the Future: The Packers’ 2018 Draft Class Retrospective
A retrospective that evaluates the long-term impact of the 2018 draft class on the Green
Bay Packers. It discusses player development, career trajectories, and the draft’s influence
on team success in the years following. The book is ideal for fans interested in draft
outcomes and team building.

8. Green Bay’s 2018 Draft Class: Profiles and Predictions
This book compiles detailed profiles of each 2018 Packers draft pick, including college
highlights and projected NFL roles. It also provides expert predictions on career outlooks
and potential contributions. A must-read for those wanting a comprehensive understanding
of this draft group.

9. The Packers 2018 Draft Class: Challenges and Triumphs



Covering the hurdles and achievements of the 2018 draft class, this book narrates the
players’ stories of perseverance and growth. It addresses injuries, competition for roster
spots, and breakout moments. The narrative is inspiring for fans who appreciate the human
side of professional football.
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