
physical therapy assistant schools in
orlando
physical therapy assistant schools in orlando offer a pathway for aspiring
healthcare professionals to enter the dynamic field of physical therapy.
These schools provide comprehensive educational programs designed to equip
students with the knowledge and practical skills required to assist licensed
physical therapists in patient care. With an increasing demand for physical
therapy services, particularly in vibrant cities like Orlando, selecting the
right program is crucial. This article explores the top physical therapy
assistant programs available in Orlando, outlines admission requirements,
discusses accreditation and certification processes, and highlights career
prospects after graduation. Whether you are beginning your journey or seeking
to enhance your qualifications, understanding the landscape of physical
therapy assistant schools in Orlando will help guide your decision.
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Top Physical Therapy Assistant Schools in
Orlando
Orlando hosts several reputable institutions offering physical therapy
assistant programs tailored to meet industry standards and student needs.
These schools combine classroom instruction with hands-on clinical experience
to prepare students effectively for the profession.

Valencia College
Valencia College is well-regarded for its Physical Therapist Assistant (PTA)
program, which is designed to be completed in approximately two years. The
curriculum focuses on anatomy, kinesiology, patient care techniques, and
therapeutic exercises. Valencia emphasizes clinical practicums to ensure
students gain real-world experience under supervision.



Florida Career College
Florida Career College offers a physical therapy assistant diploma program
that combines theory and practical training. This program prepares students
to work alongside physical therapists in various settings, including
outpatient clinics and rehabilitation centers.

Other Notable Institutions
While Valencia College and Florida Career College are prominent, prospective
students may also explore programs at other nearby institutions that offer
PTA training, sometimes through partnerships or satellite campuses in the
Orlando area.

Admission Requirements and Application Process
Admission into physical therapy assistant schools in Orlando typically
requires a high school diploma or equivalent, along with completion of
prerequisite courses. These prerequisites often include biology, chemistry,
and anatomy fundamentals.

Academic Prerequisites
Applicants must demonstrate proficiency in science and general education
subjects. Maintaining a competitive GPA is critical, as admission can be
selective due to the program's popularity.

Entrance Exams and Interviews
Some schools may require entrance exams or standardized tests to assess
readiness. Additionally, interviews or personal statements might be part of
the application process to evaluate motivation and communication skills.

Documentation and Deadlines
Applicants should prepare official transcripts, letters of recommendation,
and any required health clearances or background checks. Meeting application
deadlines is essential to secure a spot in these competitive programs.

Program Curriculum and Clinical Training
Physical therapy assistant programs combine theoretical education with
extensive clinical experience. The curriculum is designed to cover all



aspects necessary for competent patient care and professional practice.

Core Courses
The curriculum typically includes courses such as human anatomy, physiology,
therapeutic modalities, kinesiology, pathology, and ethics. Emphasis is
placed on developing communication skills and understanding patient needs.

Clinical Practicums
Hands-on clinical training is a critical component. Students complete
supervised clinical rotations in various healthcare settings, gaining
experience in patient evaluation, treatment planning, and therapeutic
interventions.

Program Duration and Format
Most programs last between 18 to 24 months, with a combination of daytime and
evening classes. Some schools may offer part-time or accelerated options to
accommodate different student schedules.

Accreditation and Certification
Choosing an accredited physical therapy assistant school in Orlando ensures
that the program meets established educational standards and qualifies
graduates for licensure.

Accrediting Bodies
The Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE) is the
primary accrediting agency for PTA programs. Accreditation by CAPTE is
essential for eligibility to take the National Physical Therapy Exam (NPTE)
for PTAs.

Licensure and Certification Process
After graduation, students must pass the NPTE to become licensed physical
therapy assistants. Meeting state-specific licensure requirements is also
necessary to practice legally in Florida.



Career Opportunities and Salary Expectations
Graduates of physical therapy assistant schools in Orlando have diverse
career options in hospitals, outpatient clinics, rehabilitation centers,
nursing homes, and home health agencies.

Job Roles and Responsibilities
PTAs assist physical therapists in implementing treatment plans, monitoring
patient progress, and educating patients about exercises and mobility
techniques. Their role is vital in facilitating patient recovery and
improving quality of life.

Employment Outlook
The demand for physical therapy assistants is growing, driven by an aging
population and increased prevalence of chronic conditions. Orlando’s
healthcare sector offers a variety of employment opportunities in this field.

Salary Information
According to recent data, the average salary for a physical therapy assistant
in Orlando ranges from $45,000 to $60,000 annually, depending on experience,
employer, and work setting.

Financial Aid and Scholarship Options
Many physical therapy assistant schools in Orlando provide financial aid
options to help students manage tuition and related expenses.

Federal and State Aid
Students should complete the FAFSA to determine eligibility for federal
grants, loans, and work-study programs. Florida also offers state-specific
financial aid opportunities for qualifying students.

Scholarships and Grants
Various scholarships are available through schools, professional
organizations, and community groups. These awards can be merit-based or need-
based and may require application submissions demonstrating academic
achievement or financial need.



Payment Plans and Employer Assistance
Some institutions offer payment plans to spread tuition costs over time.
Additionally, employers in healthcare may provide tuition reimbursement or
assistance programs for employees pursuing PTA education.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What are the top physical therapy assistant schools
in Orlando?
Some of the top physical therapy assistant schools in Orlando include
Valencia College, Keiser University Orlando, and Southern Technical College.
These institutions offer accredited programs designed to prepare students for
a career as a physical therapy assistant.

How long does it take to complete a physical therapy
assistant program in Orlando?
Most physical therapy assistant programs in Orlando take about 2 years to
complete, including classroom instruction and clinical experience, leading to
an associate degree or diploma.

Are physical therapy assistant programs in Orlando
accredited?
Yes, accredited programs in Orlando are typically accredited by the
Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE), ensuring
the program meets national standards for education and training.



What are the admission requirements for physical
therapy assistant schools in Orlando?
Admission requirements usually include a high school diploma or GED,
prerequisite courses in biology and anatomy, a minimum GPA, letters of
recommendation, and sometimes an interview or entrance exam.

What is the cost of attending a physical therapy
assistant school in Orlando?
The cost varies by school, but on average, tuition for physical therapy
assistant programs in Orlando ranges from $15,000 to $30,000 for the entire
program. Additional fees for books, supplies, and clinical placements may
apply.

Do physical therapy assistant programs in Orlando
offer clinical internships?
Yes, most physical therapy assistant programs in Orlando include clinical
internships or externships as part of the curriculum, providing hands-on
experience in healthcare settings under supervision.

What career opportunities are available after
graduating from a physical therapy assistant program
in Orlando?
Graduates can work as licensed physical therapy assistants in hospitals,
outpatient clinics, rehabilitation centers, nursing homes, and sports
facilities, helping patients recover mobility and manage pain.

Additional Resources
1. Pathways to Success: Physical Therapy Assistant Programs in Orlando
This comprehensive guide explores the various physical therapy assistant
(PTA) schools available in Orlando. It covers admission requirements,
curriculum highlights, and career outcomes for graduates. Prospective
students will find valuable tips on choosing the right program to match their
goals.

2. Orlando's PTA Schools: A Student’s Handbook
Designed specifically for those interested in physical therapy assistant
education in Orlando, this handbook offers an insider’s look at campus life,
clinical experiences, and faculty expertise. It also includes advice on
financial aid and internships to help students navigate their educational
journey.

3. Becoming a Physical Therapy Assistant in Orlando: A Step-by-Step Guide



This book breaks down the process of becoming a PTA in Orlando, from
selecting accredited schools to passing licensure exams. It emphasizes
practical skills development and provides resources for job placement in the
local healthcare market.

4. Clinical Training and Success in Orlando's Physical Therapy Assistant
Programs
Focusing on the hands-on training aspect, this book highlights clinical
education opportunities in Orlando’s top PTA schools. It offers strategies
for excelling in internships and maximizing learning during patient care
experiences.

5. The Future PTA: Trends and Education in Orlando
This forward-looking book examines emerging trends in physical therapy
assistant education and practice within the Orlando area. It discusses
technological advancements, evolving patient care techniques, and how local
programs are adapting to industry changes.

6. Choosing the Right Physical Therapy Assistant School in Orlando
A decision-making guide for prospective students, this book compares program
lengths, costs, and outcomes of Orlando’s PTA schools. It includes interviews
with current students and alumni to provide a well-rounded perspective.

7. Orlando PTA School Success Stories: Inspiring Journeys
Through a collection of personal stories, this book showcases the
achievements of graduates from Orlando’s physical therapy assistant programs.
Readers gain motivation and insight into overcoming challenges during their
education and early career stages.

8. Accreditation and Standards: Navigating Physical Therapy Assistant
Education in Orlando
This resource explains the importance of accreditation for PTA programs and
details the standards maintained by Orlando schools. It guides students on
how to verify program legitimacy and ensure quality education.

9. Financial Planning for PTA Students in Orlando
Addressing the financial aspects of attending physical therapy assistant
schools in Orlando, this book offers budgeting tips, scholarship options, and
loan advice. It aims to help students manage expenses and minimize debt while
pursuing their education.
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