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physical therapy license renewal michigan is a critical process for licensed
physical therapists and physical therapist assistants practicing in the
state. Maintaining an active license ensures compliance with Michigan’s
regulatory requirements and the ability to legally provide physical therapy
services. The renewal process involves specific steps including continuing
education, application submission, fees, and adherence to deadlines set by
the Michigan Board of Physical Therapy. Understanding these requirements in
detail helps professionals avoid lapses in licensure and ensures
uninterrupted practice. This article will provide comprehensive information
on the Michigan physical therapy license renewal process, continuing
education requirements, renewal fees, and important deadlines. Additionally,
it will cover common challenges and tips to streamline the renewal
experience.
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Michigan Physical Therapy License Renewal
Requirements
Renewing a physical therapy license in Michigan requires meeting specific
criteria established by the Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory
Affairs (LARA). Licensed physical therapists and physical therapist
assistants must comply with these standards to maintain active status.
Renewal is mandatory every two years, and failure to renew on time can result
in license expiration and potential penalties.

The key requirements for physical therapy license renewal in Michigan
include:

Completion of the required continuing education hours

Submission of a completed renewal application



Payment of the renewal fee

Compliance with any additional state-specific regulations or
disciplinary disclosures

Understanding these requirements ensures that licensed professionals remain
eligible to practice and uphold the standards of care expected by the state
licensing board.

Eligibility for Renewal
To be eligible for license renewal, physical therapists and physical
therapist assistants must have an active and unencumbered license. Any
disciplinary actions or unresolved complaints must be disclosed during the
renewal process. Additionally, practitioners must have completed the
mandatory continuing education credits within the designated renewal period.

Continuing Education for License Renewal
Continuing education (CE) is a fundamental component of the physical therapy
license renewal process in Michigan. The state mandates that all licensed
physical therapists and assistants complete a set number of CE hours to
ensure ongoing professional development and competency in the field.

Michigan requires a minimum of 24 contact hours of continuing education every
two years. These hours must be related to physical therapy practice and
approved by recognized accrediting bodies.

Approved Continuing Education Activities
CE activities eligible for license renewal credit include:

Workshops and seminars accredited by the American Physical Therapy
Association (APTA)

Online courses and webinars offered by approved providers

Academic coursework relevant to physical therapy

Professional conferences and symposiums

Home study programs approved by the Michigan Board of Physical Therapy

It is essential to retain certificates of completion and documentation for
all CE activities, as the Board may request proof during audits.



Special Continuing Education Requirements
Michigan also requires that at least two hours of continuing education cover
ethics or professional responsibility topics. This ensures that licensees
remain informed about ethical practices and legal standards governing the
profession.

Application Process and Renewal Fees
The application process for physical therapy license renewal in Michigan is
designed to be straightforward, but attention to detail is crucial.
Applicants must complete the renewal application form provided by LARA, which
includes personal information, license details, continuing education
verification, and disclosures of any legal or disciplinary issues.

Submitting the Renewal Application
Renewal applications can be submitted online through the Michigan Department
of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs website or by mail. Online submission is
recommended for faster processing. Physical therapists and assistants should
ensure all information is accurate and complete to avoid delays.

Renewal Fees
The renewal fee for a physical therapy license in Michigan is typically set
by the licensing board and is subject to change. As of the latest update, the
fee for renewal is approximately $150 for physical therapists and $100 for
physical therapist assistants. Payment can be made via credit card for online
renewals or by check if renewing by mail.

Renewal Deadlines and Late Renewal Policies
Timely renewal of a physical therapy license is essential to maintain legal
authorization to practice in Michigan. The renewal cycle occurs biennially,
with licenses expiring on the licensee’s birthday in even-numbered years for
physical therapists and odd-numbered years for physical therapist assistants.

Renewal Deadlines
The deadline for renewal is the last day of the licensee’s birth month.
Renewal applications and fees must be submitted by this date to avoid any
interruption in licensure status.



Late Renewal and Reinstatement
If a license is not renewed by the expiration date, a late fee may be
imposed, and the license status may change to expired. Practitioners with
expired licenses are prohibited from practicing until the license is
reinstated. Reinstatement typically requires submitting a reinstatement
application, paying additional fees, and possibly meeting continuing
education or other requirements.

Common Issues and Tips for Successful Renewal
Many physical therapists and assistants encounter challenges during the
license renewal process. Being aware of common issues can help avoid delays
and ensure a smooth renewal experience.

Common Renewal Challenges

Failure to complete required continuing education hours on time

Incomplete or inaccurate renewal applications

Missing or late payment of renewal fees

Unreported disciplinary actions or legal issues

Misplacing continuing education documentation

Tips for a Smooth Renewal Process

Begin the renewal process well in advance of the expiration date

Keep detailed records of all continuing education completed

Review the renewal application carefully before submission

Utilize the online renewal system to expedite processing

Contact the Michigan Board of Physical Therapy with any questions or
concerns promptly

By following these recommendations, licensed professionals can maintain
compliance with Michigan’s regulations and continue their physical therapy
practice without interruption.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the renewal period for a physical therapy
license in Michigan?
In Michigan, a physical therapy license must be renewed every two years.

How can I renew my physical therapy license in
Michigan?
You can renew your Michigan physical therapy license online through the
Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA) website by
logging into your account and completing the renewal application.

Are continuing education credits required for
physical therapy license renewal in Michigan?
Yes, Michigan requires licensed physical therapists to complete 24 hours of
continuing education every two years to be eligible for license renewal.

What is the deadline for renewing a physical therapy
license in Michigan?
Physical therapy licenses in Michigan typically expire on the last day of the
licensee's birth month every two years; renewal must be completed before this
date to avoid penalties.

What happens if I fail to renew my physical therapy
license on time in Michigan?
If you fail to renew your physical therapy license on time in Michigan, your
license may become inactive or expired, and you might have to pay late fees
or complete additional requirements to reinstate it.

Additional Resources
1. Michigan Physical Therapy License Renewal Guide
This comprehensive guide covers everything physical therapists in Michigan
need to know about license renewal. It includes state-specific requirements,
continuing education options, and detailed instructions on the application
process. The book also offers tips for maintaining compliance and avoiding
common pitfalls during renewal.

2. Continuing Education for Physical Therapists in Michigan
Focused on continuing education, this book explores approved courses and



providers in Michigan for physical therapy professionals. It helps licensees
identify the best options to fulfill their renewal requirements efficiently.
Additionally, the book discusses the benefits of ongoing education for career
advancement and patient care.

3. Physical Therapy Regulations and Compliance in Michigan
This title delves into the legal and regulatory framework governing physical
therapy practice in Michigan. It explains the rules related to license
renewal, scope of practice, and professional conduct. Readers will gain a
clear understanding of compliance issues and how to stay updated with state
board mandates.

4. Preparing for Your Michigan Physical Therapy License Renewal
A step-by-step workbook designed to help physical therapists prepare for
their license renewal in Michigan. It includes checklists, sample forms, and
timelines to ensure all requirements are met on time. The book also provides
strategies for organizing records and documenting continuing education
credits.

5. Essentials of Physical Therapy Licensing in Michigan
This book provides an overview of the licensing process for physical
therapists in Michigan, with a focus on renewal procedures. It covers
eligibility criteria, application submission, fees, and renewal cycles. The
content is ideal for both new license holders and seasoned professionals
seeking refresher information.

6. Staying Current: Michigan Physical Therapy License Renewal and CEU
Tracking
A practical guide to managing continuing education units (CEUs) and tracking
progress toward license renewal. The book offers tools and templates for
documenting courses and credits accepted by the Michigan Board of Physical
Therapy. It also discusses digital resources and apps to simplify the renewal
journey.

7. Michigan Board of Physical Therapy Rules and Renewal Requirements
This reference book compiles the official rules and policies issued by the
Michigan Board of Physical Therapy. It is an essential resource for
understanding the legal requirements for license renewal and maintaining good
standing. The book includes updates on recent changes in legislation
affecting physical therapy practice.

8. Career Longevity in Michigan Physical Therapy: License Renewal Strategies
Targeted at physical therapists who want to sustain a long and successful
career, this book emphasizes strategic planning for license renewal. It
covers professional development, networking, and continuing education as
tools to enhance licensure renewal outcomes. Readers will find advice on
balancing clinical work with renewal obligations.

9. Renewing Your Physical Therapy License in Michigan: A Practical Handbook
This user-friendly handbook simplifies the renewal process for Michigan
physical therapists. It offers clear instructions, FAQs, and troubleshooting



tips for common renewal challenges. The book also highlights resources
provided by the Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs
(LARA) to assist licensees.
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