
physical therapy license washington
state
physical therapy license washington state is a critical credential required for
practicing as a physical therapist or physical therapist assistant in the state of
Washington. Obtaining this license involves meeting specific educational, examination,
and application requirements established by the Washington State Department of Health.
This article provides a comprehensive overview of the licensure process, including
eligibility criteria, application procedures, renewal requirements, and important
regulatory considerations. Whether you are a recent graduate, an out-of-state practitioner
seeking licensure by endorsement, or someone interested in the continuing education
requirements, this guide covers all essential aspects. Understanding these details ensures
compliance with state laws and supports a successful career in physical therapy within
Washington. The following sections explore the step-by-step process and key information
relevant to securing and maintaining a physical therapy license in Washington State.
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Licensing Requirements for Physical Therapists
and Assistants
To obtain a physical therapy license in Washington State, candidates must fulfill specific
educational and professional prerequisites. These requirements are designed to ensure
that licensed practitioners possess the necessary knowledge, skills, and ethical standards
to provide high-quality patient care. The Washington State Department of Health
regulates licensure and establishes the minimum qualifications for applicants.

Educational Prerequisites
Applicants must graduate from a physical therapy or physical therapist assistant program
accredited by the Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE) or
an equivalent accrediting body recognized by the Washington State Department of Health.



For physical therapists, a doctoral degree (DPT) is typically required, while physical
therapist assistants must hold an associate degree or higher.

Background Checks and Documentation
In addition to educational qualifications, applicants must submit fingerprints for a criminal
background check as part of the licensing process. This is intended to protect public safety
by identifying any criminal history that could affect professional conduct. Documentation
proving identity, education, and eligibility to work in the United States is also required.

Application Process for a Physical Therapy
License in Washington
The application process for obtaining a physical therapy license in Washington involves
multiple steps, each critical to ensure compliance with state regulations. Applicants are
advised to carefully follow guidelines provided by the Washington State Department of
Health to avoid delays or denials.

Submission of Application
Prospective licensees must complete and submit a detailed application form, which
includes personal information, educational history, and professional background. The
application must be accompanied by the required fees, which cover processing and
examination costs.

Verification of Credentials
After submitting the application, candidates must arrange for official transcripts and
verification of clinical education to be sent directly from their educational institutions to
the licensing board. This step is essential to confirm that the applicant meets the academic
standards necessary for licensure.

Processing Timeframe
The processing of applications generally takes several weeks, depending on the
completeness of the submitted materials and the volume of applications received.
Applicants are encouraged to submit all documentation promptly and accurately to
facilitate timely approval.

Examinations Needed for Licensure
Passing standardized examinations is a mandatory component of the licensing process for



physical therapists and physical therapist assistants in Washington State. These exams
assess the applicant's clinical knowledge, skills, and readiness to practice safely and
effectively.

National Physical Therapy Examination (NPTE)
The NPTE is administered by the Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy (FSBPT)
and is required for both physical therapists and physical therapist assistants. This
examination tests candidates on a wide range of topics related to physical therapy
practice, including anatomy, physiology, biomechanics, and patient care techniques.

Jurisprudence Examination
Washington State requires candidates to pass a jurisprudence exam that evaluates
understanding of state laws, rules, and ethical standards governing physical therapy
practice. This test ensures that licensees are familiar with local regulations and
professional responsibilities.

License Renewal and Continuing Education
Maintaining a physical therapy license in Washington State requires periodic renewal,
which involves compliance with continuing education and other regulatory obligations.
These measures promote ongoing professional development and adherence to current best
practices.

Renewal Cycle and Requirements
Physical therapy licenses in Washington must be renewed every two years. Licensees are
required to complete a minimum number of continuing education units (CEUs) during
each renewal period. These courses must be approved by the Washington State
Department of Health or an equivalent accrediting authority.

Continuing Education Topics
CEU courses typically cover areas such as clinical skills enhancement, ethics, patient
safety, and changes in state regulations. Staying current with advances in physical
therapy practice is essential for license retention and quality patient care.

Licensure by Endorsement and Reciprocity
Physical therapists and assistants licensed in other states may seek licensure in
Washington through endorsement or reciprocity, provided they meet specific eligibility
criteria. This pathway facilitates mobility for practitioners while maintaining professional



standards.

Eligibility for Endorsement
Applicants must hold a current, unrestricted license in another U.S. jurisdiction and have
met requirements equivalent to those in Washington State. Verification of out-of-state
licensure and passing the Washington jurisprudence exam are generally necessary.

Application Process for Endorsement
The endorsement application requires submission of licensing documentation, verification
of education and experience, and payment of applicable fees. Candidates may also need to
complete additional background checks or provide evidence of continuing education.

Regulatory Compliance and Professional Conduct
Holding a physical therapy license in Washington State entails adherence to strict
professional standards and regulatory compliance. The Washington State Department of
Health monitors licensees to ensure ethical practice and patient safety.

Scope of Practice
Licensed physical therapists and assistants must practice within the defined scope
regulated by state law. This includes performing assessments, interventions, and
documentation consistent with professional standards and patient care guidelines.

Disciplinary Actions and Reporting
The licensing board investigates complaints and may impose disciplinary actions for
violations such as malpractice, unprofessional conduct, or criminal activity. Licensees are
obligated to report any legal or professional issues that could affect their ability to
practice safely.

Ethical Obligations
Maintaining a physical therapy license requires commitment to ethical principles including
patient confidentiality, informed consent, and professional integrity. Compliance with
these obligations fosters trust and quality care within the healthcare system.



Summary of Key Steps to Obtain a Physical
Therapy License in Washington State
For ease of reference, the following outlines the primary steps involved in securing a
physical therapy license in Washington:

Complete an accredited physical therapy or physical therapist assistant educational1.
program.

Submit a comprehensive application to the Washington State Department of Health.2.

Provide verification of education and clinical experience.3.

Pass the National Physical Therapy Examination (NPTE).4.

Pass the Washington State jurisprudence exam.5.

Complete a criminal background check and submit fingerprints.6.

Renew the license every two years with required continuing education.7.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the requirements to obtain a physical therapy
license in Washington state?
To obtain a physical therapy license in Washington state, applicants must graduate from
an accredited physical therapy program, pass the National Physical Therapy Examination
(NPTE), complete the Washington jurisprudence exam, and submit an application with the
required fees to the Washington State Department of Health.

How do I apply for a physical therapy license in
Washington state?
You can apply for a physical therapy license in Washington state by submitting an
application through the Washington State Department of Health website, providing proof
of education, passing the NPTE, completing the jurisprudence exam, and paying the
application fee.

Is the National Physical Therapy Examination (NPTE)
required for licensure in Washington?
Yes, passing the NPTE is a mandatory requirement for obtaining a physical therapy license
in Washington state.



Are there any continuing education requirements for
physical therapists in Washington state?
Yes, licensed physical therapists in Washington state are required to complete 20 hours of
continuing education every two years to renew their license.

How much does it cost to get a physical therapy license
in Washington state?
The application fee for a physical therapy license in Washington state is approximately
$150, but additional fees may apply for exams and renewals. It is best to check the
Washington State Department of Health website for the most current fees.

Can out-of-state licensed physical therapists practice in
Washington state?
Out-of-state licensed physical therapists must apply for licensure by endorsement in
Washington state, which includes submitting proof of current licensure, passing the
jurisprudence exam, and meeting all other Washington licensure requirements.

How long does it take to get a physical therapy license
in Washington state?
The processing time for a physical therapy license in Washington state typically ranges
from 4 to 8 weeks, depending on the completeness of the application and verification of
credentials.

What is the renewal period for a physical therapy
license in Washington state?
Physical therapy licenses in Washington state must be renewed every two years.

Does Washington state require a jurisprudence exam for
physical therapy licensure?
Yes, Washington state requires applicants to pass a jurisprudence exam which tests
knowledge of state laws and regulations related to physical therapy practice.

Where can I find study materials for the Washington
state physical therapy jurisprudence exam?
Study materials for the Washington state physical therapy jurisprudence exam can be
found on the Washington State Department of Health website, which provides resources
including the Physical Therapy Practice Act and administrative rules.



Additional Resources
1. Washington State Physical Therapy Licensing Exam Guide
This comprehensive guide covers everything you need to know to pass the Washington
State physical therapy licensing exam. It includes detailed explanations of exam content,
sample questions, and test-taking strategies tailored specifically for Washington’s
requirements. The book is an essential resource for new graduates and those seeking
licensure in the state.

2. Essentials of Physical Therapy Practice in Washington
Focused on the unique aspects of physical therapy practice in Washington State, this book
explores state-specific regulations, ethical guidelines, and professional standards. It
provides practical advice for navigating the licensing process and maintaining compliance
with state laws. Additionally, it highlights the scope of practice and continuing education
requirements in Washington.

3. Physical Therapy Licensing Exam Prep: Washington Edition
This exam preparation book offers targeted content review and practice exams for
prospective physical therapists in Washington. It emphasizes high-yield topics and
includes detailed rationales for correct answers to help candidates understand the
material deeply. The book also addresses common challenges faced by test-takers in the
state licensing process.

4. Legal and Ethical Issues in Washington Physical Therapy
A thorough examination of the legal and ethical considerations relevant to physical
therapists practicing in Washington State. The book covers state laws, patient rights,
confidentiality, and professional responsibility. It is an indispensable resource for licensed
therapists and those preparing for their license, ensuring adherence to Washington’s
regulatory framework.

5. Clinical Skills and Competencies for Washington State Physical Therapists
This practical manual details the essential clinical skills required for physical therapists
licensed in Washington. It includes step-by-step guides, case studies, and evidence-based
practices aligned with state standards. The book also incorporates guidelines on patient
assessment, treatment planning, and documentation.

6. Washington State Physical Therapy Licensing Handbook
A user-friendly handbook designed to guide applicants through the entire licensing
process in Washington. It outlines application procedures, required documentation, fees,
and timelines. The book also offers tips for maintaining licensure and understanding
renewal requirements specific to Washington State.

7. Continuing Education and Professional Development for Washington Physical
Therapists
This resource highlights the continuing education requirements and professional growth
opportunities for physical therapists in Washington. It discusses approved courses,
certification programs, and strategies for career advancement. The book is ideal for
licensed therapists aiming to stay current with evolving practices and regulations.

8. State-Specific Physical Therapy Laws and Regulations: Washington
An in-depth analysis of the laws and rules governing physical therapy practice in



Washington State. The book provides clear explanations of legislative updates, scope of
practice limitations, and disciplinary procedures. It serves as a vital reference for both
students and practicing therapists.

9. Preparing for the NPTE with a Washington State Focus
This study guide is tailored to help candidates prepare for the National Physical Therapy
Examination (NPTE) with an emphasis on Washington State’s licensing requirements. It
combines national exam content with state-specific information, ensuring comprehensive
preparation. The guide includes practice questions, test strategies, and resources for
further study.
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