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pittsburgh pirates 2015 roster was a key factor in the team's performance during the Major League Baseball
season. The 2015 season was significant for the Pirates, marked by a blend of veteran leadership and
emerging talent that shaped their competitive edge. This article provides a comprehensive overview of
the players who made up the Pittsburgh Pirates 2015 roster, examining both the offensive lineup and
pitching staff. It highlights key contributors, breakout stars, and the overall composition of the team.
Additionally, the article delves into the management and coaching staff that supported the roster during
the 2015 campaign. Understanding the makeup of the Pittsburgh Pirates 2015 roster offers valuable insight
into the team's strategies and outcomes that year. The following sections will cover the full roster
breakdown, key players by position, pitching rotation, bullpen, and coaching staff details.
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Overview of the Pittsburgh Pirates 2015 Roster
The Pittsburgh Pirates 2015 roster consisted of a balanced combination of experienced veterans and
promising young players. The team competed in the National League Central Division, aiming to build on
the previous season’s successes. The roster included position players who contributed both offensively and
defensively, as well as a strong pitching staff that formed the backbone of the team's performance.
Throughout the 2015 season, the Pirates utilized a 25-man roster that evolved with strategic call-ups and
roster moves to adapt to injuries and performance needs.

Players on the roster were known for their versatility and depth, which allowed the Pirates to remain
competitive in a tough division. The lineup featured players capable of producing consistent offensive
output, while the pitching staff was anchored by reliable starters and a bullpen tasked with closing out
games. The Pittsburgh Pirates 2015 roster was a reflection of the organization’s commitment to developing
talent and maintaining a competitive edge in Major League Baseball.



Key Position Players
The core of the Pittsburgh Pirates 2015 roster’s offense came from a group of key position players who
provided both power and speed. These athletes occupied critical roles in the infield and outfield,
contributing significantly to the team’s run production and defensive stability. Their performance
throughout the season was instrumental in the Pirates’ ability to contend in the National League.

Infielders
The infield was anchored by players with notable defensive skills and offensive contributions. Star third
baseman Jung Ho Kang emerged as a key figure, delivering power hitting and a solid glove. First baseman
Garrett Jones provided veteran presence and occasional pop at the plate. Second baseman Neil Walker was
known for his consistency and ability to drive in runs, while shortstop Jordy Mercer contributed
defensively and added timely hitting. The Pirates' infield was characterized by a balance of youth and
experience.

Outfielders
The outfield featured a dynamic mix of speed and power. Starling Marte was a standout center fielder
known for his speed on the bases and defensive prowess in the outfield. Right fielder Gregory Polanco, a
promising young player, showed flashes of power and potential throughout the season. Left fielder Travis
Snider contributed with his left-handed bat and solid play defensively. Together, the outfielders formed a
well-rounded group that supported the team’s offensive and defensive efforts.

Catchers
The catching duties were primarily handled by Russell Martin, a veteran catcher with leadership qualities
and offensive production. Martin’s ability to manage the pitching staff and contribute at the plate made him
a valuable part of the Pittsburgh Pirates 2015 roster. His experience behind the plate helped guide the
young pitching rotation and bullpen.

Jung Ho Kang – Third Base

Garrett Jones – First Base

Neil Walker – Second Base

Jordy Mercer – Shortstop



Starling Marte – Center Field

Gregory Polanco – Right Field

Travis Snider – Left Field

Russell Martin – Catcher

Starting Pitchers
The starting rotation of the Pittsburgh Pirates 2015 roster featured a group of pitchers who were pivotal to
the team’s success on the mound. These starters were responsible for setting the tone in games and
providing length to preserve the bullpen. The rotation combined veteran experience with emerging
talent, allowing the Pirates to compete effectively throughout the season.

Rotation Leaders
Francisco Liriano served as the ace of the staff, showcasing his talent with strong strikeout numbers and the
ability to dominate opposing lineups. Gerrit Cole was another key figure in the rotation, known for his
powerful fastball and strikeout ability. A.J. Burnett provided veteran leadership and was a reliable presence
on the mound. Wandy Rodríguez and Jeff Locke rounded out the rotation, offering innings and stability to
the pitching staff. This group worked collectively to keep the Pirates competitive in many games.

Performance Highlights
Francisco Liriano had one of his best seasons in 2015, earning All-Star recognition and proving to be a
frontline starter for the Pirates. Gerrit Cole showed flashes of brilliance, though consistency remained a
focus for improvement. The rotation as a whole maintained respectable earned run averages (ERAs) and
helped the Pirates maintain a solid pitching foundation. Their contributions were critical in close games and
high-leverage situations.

Francisco Liriano

Gerrit Cole

A.J. Burnett



Wandy Rodríguez

Jeff Locke

Relief Pitchers and Bullpen
The bullpen of the Pittsburgh Pirates 2015 roster was a vital component in securing victories, tasked with
preserving leads and handling late-inning pressure. The relief staff included a mix of setup men, middle
relievers, and closers who each played specific roles throughout the season. Their effectiveness often
determined the outcome of closely contested games.

Closer and Setup Men
Mark Melancon served as the team’s closer, providing consistent saves and dependable late-inning pitching.
His ability to shut down opponents in the ninth inning was a key strength for the Pirates. Setup men such
as Tony Watson and Jared Hughes played critical roles in bridging the gap between the starters and
Melancon, often facing tough hitters in high-leverage situations.

Middle Relievers and Specialists
The middle relief corps included players like Juan Nicasio and Arquimedes Caminero, who provided
flexibility and innings when the starters were unable to go deep into games. These relievers helped
manage workloads and kept the team competitive throughout the season. The bullpen’s depth and
versatility were essential for navigating the challenges of the 2015 schedule.

Mark Melancon – Closer

Tony Watson – Setup Pitcher

Jared Hughes – Setup Pitcher

Juan Nicasio – Middle Reliever

Arquimedes Caminero – Middle Reliever



Management and Coaching Staff
The Pittsburgh Pirates 2015 roster was supported by a knowledgeable management and coaching staff that
played a crucial role in player development, game strategy, and overall team cohesion. Their leadership
helped guide the roster through the ups and downs of the season and contributed to the Pirates’
competitive stature.

Manager
Clint Hurdle served as the manager of the Pirates in 2015, bringing extensive managerial experience and a
steady hand to the team. Hurdle’s approach emphasized fundamentals, player development, and
adaptability. His leadership was instrumental in managing the diverse talents on the Pittsburgh Pirates
2015 roster and fostering a winning culture.

Coaching Staff
The coaching staff included specialists in hitting, pitching, and defense. Jeff Branson worked as the hitting
coach, focusing on improving the offensive production of the lineup. Ray Searage served as the pitching
coach and was widely regarded for his work in developing the pitching staff, particularly the bullpen.
Defensive strategies and conditioning were overseen by coaches dedicated to maintaining player health and
maximizing on-field performance.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the Pittsburgh Pirates' opening day starting pitcher in 2015?
The Pittsburgh Pirates' opening day starting pitcher in 2015 was Gerrit Cole.

Which player led the 2015 Pittsburgh Pirates in home runs?
Josh Bell led the 2015 Pittsburgh Pirates in home runs with 21.

Who was the primary catcher for the Pittsburgh Pirates in 2015?
Francisco Cervelli was the primary catcher for the Pittsburgh Pirates in 2015.

Did Andrew McCutchen play for the Pirates in the 2015 season?
Yes, Andrew McCutchen played for the Pittsburgh Pirates during the 2015 season.



Which relief pitcher had the most saves for the Pirates in 2015?
Mark Melancon had the most saves for the Pittsburgh Pirates in 2015.

What position did Starling Marte play on the 2015 Pirates roster?
Starling Marte primarily played as the center fielder for the 2015 Pittsburgh Pirates.

How did the Pittsburgh Pirates perform overall in the 2015 MLB season?
The Pittsburgh Pirates finished the 2015 MLB season with an 98-64 record but narrowly missed the
playoffs.

Additional Resources
1. Steel City Sluggers: Inside the 2015 Pittsburgh Pirates
This book offers an in-depth look at the 2015 Pittsburgh Pirates roster, providing detailed profiles of key
players and their contributions throughout the season. It explores the team's dynamics, challenges, and
memorable moments, giving fans a comprehensive understanding of that year's campaign. From veterans
to rising stars, the book captures the spirit of the Pirates’ quest for postseason success.

2. Buccaneer Breakdown: The 2015 Pirates Season Uncovered
Dive into the 2015 season with a focus on the players who defined the Pittsburgh Pirates’ identity that
year. This book analyzes game strategies, player statistics, and pivotal games that shaped the season. It also
highlights the clubhouse culture and management decisions that influenced the team’s performance.

3. Black and Gold Brotherhood: The Stories of the 2015 Pirates Roster
This collection of player interviews and personal stories reveals the human side of the 2015 Pittsburgh
Pirates. Fans get to know the personalities behind the uniforms and learn about the struggles and triumphs
both on and off the field. The book captures the camaraderie and resilience that characterized the team.

4. Pitching Under Pressure: The 2015 Pirates’ Bullpen and Starters
Focusing on the pitching staff of the 2015 Pirates, this book examines how the rotation and bullpen
managed to keep the team competitive. Detailed analysis of key pitchers’ performances, mechanics, and
game-changing moments provide insight into one of the team’s strengths. It also discusses the challenges
faced by the pitching staff during a demanding MLB season.

5. The Pirate Lineup: Profiles of 2015’s Offensive Core
Explore the bats that powered the Pittsburgh Pirates in 2015 through detailed player profiles and offensive
statistics. This book highlights the contributions of top hitters and the lineup’s overall impact on the team’s
run production. It also discusses how the offense adapted to various pitching styles throughout the season.



6. From Draft to Diamond: The 2015 Pirates Roster Journey
This book traces the development of the 2015 Pirates roster, from draft picks and trades to spring training
and the regular season. It provides background on how players were acquired and how they evolved into
key contributors. The narrative offers insights into the decision-making processes behind building the team.

7. Defending the Bucs: The 2015 Pirates’ Defensive Highlights
A detailed examination of the defensive plays and strategies that helped the Pittsburgh Pirates in 2015. The
book highlights standout defensive players and memorable moments in the field that saved runs and won
games. It also analyzes how defense complemented the team’s overall strategy.

8. Manager’s Playbook: Clint Hurdle and the 2015 Pittsburgh Pirates
This book focuses on manager Clint Hurdle’s leadership during the 2015 season, exploring his strategies,
lineup decisions, and management style. It provides insight into how Hurdle motivated the team and
handled challenges throughout the year. Fans gain a deeper appreciation for the role of management in the
Pirates’ performance.

9. Season of Hope: The 2015 Pittsburgh Pirates in Review
A season-long narrative that captures the highs and lows experienced by the 2015 Pittsburgh Pirates.
Through game recaps, player highlights, and fan perspectives, this book tells the story of a team striving
for success amid stiff competition. It celebrates the passion and dedication of the players and the city’s
unwavering support.
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