previous Isu coaches

previous Isu coaches have played a pivotal role in shaping the legacy and success of
Louisiana State University’s storied football program. Over the decades, LSU has been
home to numerous influential coaches who have contributed to the team’s reputation as a
powerhouse in college football. From early trailblazers to modern champions, these coaches
brought unique strategies, leadership styles, and achievements that have elevated the
Tigers on the national stage. This article provides an in-depth look at the history and impact
of previous LSU coaches, highlighting their tenures, key accomplishments, and lasting
influence. Additionally, it explores how these coaches helped build LSU’s identity and
consistently compete at the highest level. Readers will gain a comprehensive
understanding of the prominent figures who have led LSU football through various eras.
Below is an overview of the main sections covered in this article.

Early Era and Foundational Coaches

Mid-20th Century Leadership

Notable Coaches of the Modern Era

Championship Success and Legacy

Impact on LSU Football Culture and Recruitment

Early Era and Foundational Coaches

The early era of LSU football featured several foundational coaches who established the
program's core principles and competitive spirit. During the first half of the 20th century,
these leaders laid the groundwork for LSU’s future success, setting standards for discipline,
training, and gameplay. Their contributions were critical in transitioning LSU from a regional
team to a recognized contender.

Ed Orgeron’s Predecessors

Before the rise of modern coaching legends, figures such as Mike Donahue and Charlie
McClendon shaped LSU’s identity. Mike Donahue, coaching in the 1920s, was known for
emphasizing physicality and defense, which became hallmarks of LSU football. Charlie
McClendon, who served from the 1960s through the early 1970s, became the winningest
coach at the time, guiding the Tigers through multiple successful seasons and bowl
appearances.



Coaching Style and Strategy

The foundational coaches focused heavily on fundamentals and toughness. Their strategic
emphasis often involved strong defensive schemes and a conservative offensive approach,
reflecting the football philosophies prevalent during their tenures. These strategies helped
LSU establish a competitive presence in the Southeastern Conference (SEC).

Mid-20th Century Leadership

The mid-20th century was a period marked by steady growth and increased
competitiveness for LSU football. Coaches during this era helped elevate the program’s
status through innovative tactics and recruiting efforts. This period also saw LSU begin to
make regular appearances in major bowl games, enhancing the program’s national profile.

Paul Dietzel and the Three-Team System

One of the most influential coaches of this era was Paul Dietzel, who introduced the
innovative "three-team system," rotating players in three squads to maintain high energy
levels. Dietzel led LSU to its first-ever national championship in 1958, a landmark
achievement that remains a highlight in the program’s history. His leadership style
combined innovation with motivational techniques that inspired his players to excel.

Charles McClendon’s Extended Influence

Charles McClendon continued to influence LSU football throughout the 1960s and early
1970s. His long tenure brought stability and consistent winning seasons. McClendon
emphasized recruiting local talent and building a well-rounded team, which helped LSU
maintain a competitive edge during a time of growing parity in college football.

Notable Coaches of the Modern Era

The modern era of LSU coaching is characterized by high-profile hires, national
championships, and a focus on dynamic offenses and stout defenses. Coaches in recent
decades have brought national attention to LSU, producing Heisman Trophy winners and
NFL prospects alike. Their innovative approaches have kept LSU at the forefront of college
football.

Nick Saban’s Brief but Impactful Tenure

Nick Saban coached LSU from 2000 to 2004, revitalizing the program with a focus on
defense and recruiting elite athletes. He led the Tigers to a national championship in 2003
and helped establish LSU as a perennial title contender. Saban’s tenure, although brief, left
a lasting impact on LSU’s recruiting pipelines and coaching philosophies.



Les Miles and Consistent Success

Following Saban, Les Miles served as head coach from 2005 to 2016. Known for his
unconventional play-calling and aggressive style, Miles guided LSU to a national
championship in 2007. His tenure was marked by multiple SEC West division titles and
consistent appearances in major bowl games. Miles also played a key role in developing
LSU’s offensive strategies.

Ed Orgeron and the 2019 Championship

Ed Orgeron, initially an interim coach, was named full-time head coach and led LSU to its
most recent national championship in 2019. His leadership emphasized a balanced offense
and a physical defense, culminating in a perfect season and widespread acclaim. Orgeron’s
ability to galvanize the team and harness top-tier talent was pivotal in securing the title.

Championship Success and Legacy

The legacy of previous LSU coaches is deeply intertwined with the program’s championship
successes. LSU has claimed multiple national titles, each associated with a distinct
coaching era that brought unique strengths and tactical innovations to the team. These
championships have solidified LSU’s place among college football’s elite programs.

National Championships and Their Architects

LSU’s national championships were achieved under the guidance of Paul Dietzel (1958),
Nick Saban (2003), Les Miles (2007), and Ed Orgeron (2019). Each coach brought a
different approach:

Paul Dietzel: Introduced the three-team system and strong defense.

Nick Saban: Focused on elite recruiting and defensive dominance.

Les Miles: Emphasized aggressive offense and strategic risk-taking.

Ed Orgeron: Balanced offense with physical defense and player motivation.

These successes have contributed greatly to LSU’s reputation and have influenced coaching
strategies across college football.

Impact on College Football

The achievements of previous LSU coaches have extended beyond the program itself,
influencing coaching styles, recruiting practices, and tactical evolutions nationwide. LSU’s
coaches have often been trendsetters, demonstrating how a combination of innovation,
discipline, and leadership can produce championship-caliber teams.



Impact on LSU Football Culture and Recruitment

Previous LSU coaches have been instrumental in shaping the culture and recruiting prowess
of the LSU football program. Their leadership styles and recruiting strategies have attracted
top talent from across the country while fostering a culture of toughness, resilience, and
excellence.

Recruiting Strategies and Talent Development

Recruiting has been a critical focus area for LSU coaches, who have consistently targeted
high-caliber athletes capable of competing at the highest levels. Coaches like Nick Saban
and Ed Orgeron excelled at building strong recruiting pipelines in Louisiana and neighboring
states. The emphasis on developing players both athletically and academically has helped
LSU maintain a competitive roster year after year.

Establishing a Winning Culture

The culture instilled by previous LSU coaches revolves around accountability, hard work,
and a commitment to excellence. This culture has permeated all levels of the program,
from practice fields to game day. It has helped foster team unity and perseverance,
essential qualities for sustained success in the challenging SEC landscape.

Key Characteristics of LSU Football Culture

Physicality: Emphasis on strong defense and tough play.

Discipline: Strict adherence to training and preparation.

Community: Strong connection with local fans and alumni.

Innovation: Adoption of new techniques and strategies.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the head coach of LSU football before Brian
Kelly?

Ed Orgeron was the head coach of LSU football before Brian Kelly. He served as head coach
from 2016 to 2021.



Which LSU coach led the team to a national
championship in 2007?

Les Miles led LSU to a national championship in the 2007 season.

Who was the longest-tenured head coach in LSU
football history?

Charlie McClendon was the longest-tenured head coach at LSU, serving from 1962 to 1979.

Which previous LSU coach is known for implementing
the 'Tiger Walk' tradition?

Nick Saban is credited with popularizing the 'Tiger Walk' tradition during his time as LSU
head coach from 2000 to 2004.

How many national championships have LSU coaches
won prior to Brian Kelly?

Prior to Brian Kelly, LSU coaches have won three national championships: under Paul
Dietzel in 1958, under Charlie McClendon there was none, under Nick Saban in 2003 (BCS
title shared), and under Les Miles in 2007.

Who was LSU's head coach during the 1958 national
championship season?

Paul Dietzel was LSU's head coach during the 1958 season when the team won its first
national championship.

Additional Resources

1. Tommy Tuberville: The Bulldog's Playbook

This biography explores the coaching career of Tommy Tuberville, focusing on his time as
LSU's head coach. The book delves into his leadership style, key games, and the challenges
he faced while trying to bring the Tigers to national prominence. It also covers Tuberville’'s
impact on the program’s culture and recruiting efforts.

2. Les Miles: The Mad Hatter’s Reign at LSU

An in-depth look at Les Miles’ tenure as LSU’s head coach, highlighting his unconventional
coaching methods and memorable victories. The book covers the 2007 national
championship season and provides insights into the highs and lows of his career in Baton
Rouge. It also includes interviews with players and staff who witnessed his unique approach
firsthand.

3. Nick Saban: The Architect Before Alabama
This title chronicles Nick Saban’s brief but influential period at LSU, where he laid the



foundation for the program’s future success. It details his recruiting strategies, defensive
innovations, and his role in developing LSU into a national contender. The book also
contrasts his LSU years with his later achievements at Alabama.

4. Bill Arnsparger: The Defensive Genius Behind LSU’s Rise

Focusing on Bill Arnsparger’s contributions as LSU’s defensive coordinator and head coach,
this book highlights his defensive schemes that transformed the Tigers’ defense. It
discusses his coaching philosophy, key games, and his overall impact on LSU football
during the 1980s. The narrative also covers his legacy in college football defense.

5. Ed Orgeron: From Interim to Icon

This book tells the story of Ed Orgeron’s journey from interim coach to national
championship winner with LSU. It captures the emotional 2019 season, Orgeron’s
motivational techniques, and his connection with players and fans. The biography also
explores his early coaching career and rise to prominence.

6. Paul Dietzel: The Innovator Who Brought Three-Platoon Football to LSU

Paul Dietzel’'s pioneering use of the three-platoon system is the focus of this historical
account. The book details how Dietzel’s innovation helped LSU secure its first national
championship in 1958. It also examines his leadership style and lasting influence on college
football tactics.

7. Charlie McClendon: The Longest-Serving Coach in LSU History

This book covers the extensive coaching career of Charlie McClendon, who led LSU for 18
seasons. It highlights his consistency, major victories, and the development of LSU’s
football program during his era. The narrative provides a comprehensive look at his
coaching philosophy and legacy.

8. Mike Archer: The Young Coach at the Helm

Focusing on Mike Archer’s years as LSU head coach, this book explores the challenges of
succeeding a legendary predecessor. It reviews Archer’s strategies, recruiting successes,
and the pressures of maintaining LSU’s competitive status. The book also reflects on the
lessons learned during his tenure.

9. Les Miles and the Game of Inches: Strategies and Stories from LSU’s Sidelines

This collection of essays and game analyses offers a deeper understanding of Les Miles’
coaching tactics and memorable moments. It includes breakdowns of key plays, decisions,
and the psychological aspects of his coaching style. The book is a must-read for fans
interested in the intricacies of college football coaching.
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