
problems with 1999 porsche boxster

problems with 1999 porsche boxster are important considerations for prospective buyers and current
owners of this iconic sports car. The 1999 Porsche Boxster marked the introduction of Porsche's mid-engine
roadster, blending performance, style, and affordability. However, like many early models, the 1999
Boxster has its share of mechanical and electrical issues that can affect reliability and ownership costs.
Understanding these common problems, from engine concerns to electrical gremlins, is essential for
maintenance and repairs. This article delves into the most frequently reported problems with the 1999
Porsche Boxster, offering detailed insights into symptoms, causes, and potential solutions. Additionally, it
covers preventative measures and the impact of these issues on the vehicle's overall performance and
longevity. The following sections provide a comprehensive overview of the Boxster's known weak points
and what owners should watch for.

Engine and Mechanical Issues

Electrical and Electronic Problems

Transmission and Clutch Concerns

Suspension and Steering Problems

Interior and Exterior Wear

Maintenance Tips to Mitigate Common Issues

Engine and Mechanical Issues
The engine is the heart of the 1999 Porsche Boxster, and despite its robust design, several mechanical issues
have been reported over time. Early Boxsters are known for certain vulnerabilities that can impact
performance and reliability.

Rear Main Seal and Oil Leaks
One of the most notorious problems with the 1999 Porsche Boxster involves the rear main seal (RMS).
Over time, this seal can degrade, leading to significant oil leaks. Oil leaks not only create a mess but can also
cause engine damage if left unattended. The RMS oil leak is often accompanied by a burning oil smell and
visible oil spots under the car.



Intermediate Shaft Bearing Failure
The intermediate shaft bearing (IMS bearing) is a critical component in the Boxster's engine. Failure of this
bearing can lead to catastrophic engine damage. While not all 1999 Boxsters experience IMS bearing issues,
it has become one of the most discussed problems due to the high cost of repairs. Symptoms of IMS bearing
failure include unusual noises from the engine and metal shavings in the oil.

Cooling System Weaknesses
The cooling system in the 1999 Boxster may suffer from thermostat and water pump failures. Overheating
can cause serious engine damage if the cooling system is not maintained properly. Signs of cooling system
problems include fluctuating temperature gauges and coolant leaks.

Rear main seal oil leaks

IMS bearing failure risks

Thermostat and water pump failures causing overheating

Valve guide wear leading to increased oil consumption

Electrical and Electronic Problems
Electrical issues can affect the usability and safety of the 1999 Porsche Boxster. Given the age of these
vehicles, wiring harness degradation and component failures are common concerns.

Faulty Window Regulators
Many owners report problems with the power window regulators, which can become stuck or fail to
operate smoothly. This issue may result from worn cables or motor failure, requiring replacement to
restore proper window function.

Instrument Cluster Malfunctions
The instrument cluster on the 1999 Boxster can develop faults such as flickering gauges or failure of
warning lights. These malfunctions can lead to inaccurate readings or missed alerts, posing a risk to safe
vehicle operation.



Central Locking System Failures
Problems with the central locking system are relatively common, with issues ranging from unresponsive
door locks to intermittent operation. This can be caused by faulty actuators or wiring problems.

Power window regulator failures

Instrument cluster flickering and gauge errors

Central locking system malfunctions

Brittle wiring harness and connector corrosion

Transmission and Clutch Concerns
The transmission and clutch system of the 1999 Porsche Boxster require attention, especially in vehicles
with high mileage or aggressive driving histories. These components are critical for smooth power
delivery and driving enjoyment.

Clutch Wear and Replacement
The clutch on the 1999 Boxster is prone to wear, particularly if the vehicle has been driven hard or in stop-
and-go traffic. Symptoms of clutch wear include slipping, difficulty shifting, or a spongy clutch pedal.
Replacing the clutch assembly can be expensive due to the labor-intensive process.

Manual Transmission Synchronizer Issues
Some Boxster owners have experienced problems with manual transmission synchronizers, which can
cause grinding noises or difficulty engaging certain gears. This issue typically requires transmission
servicing or rebuild.

Automatic Transmission Concerns
The automatic transmission option in the 1999 Boxster, while less common, may exhibit shifting delays or
harsh gear changes if the transmission fluid is not regularly changed or if internal components wear
prematurely.



Clutch slipping and pedal issues

Manual transmission synchronizer wear

Automatic transmission shifting problems

Transmission fluid maintenance importance

Suspension and Steering Problems
The suspension and steering systems are crucial for the Boxster’s handling characteristics. Over time, worn
components can degrade ride quality and safety.

Worn Suspension Bushings
Suspension bushings in the 1999 Boxster tend to wear out, leading to clunking noises, reduced handling
precision, and uneven tire wear. Replacing these bushings restores proper suspension geometry and
driving dynamics.

Steering Rack Issues
Steering racks may develop leaks or play, causing a loose steering feel and potential safety concerns. Early
diagnosis and repair prevent further damage and maintain driver confidence.

Shock Absorber Wear
The shock absorbers can lose effectiveness over time, resulting in a bouncy or uncomfortable ride.
Replacing worn shocks enhances both comfort and road holding.

Degraded suspension bushings causing noise and poor handling

Steering rack leaks and looseness

Worn shock absorbers affecting ride quality



Importance of regular suspension inspections

Interior and Exterior Wear
While the Boxster’s design is timeless, aging interior and exterior components can detract from the
vehicle’s appeal and functionality.

Convertible Top Degradation
The fabric convertible top may suffer from leaks, tears, or mechanical failures in the opening mechanism.
Maintaining or replacing the top is essential to prevent water intrusion and maintain cabin comfort.

Dashboard Cracking and Fading
Sun exposure can cause the dashboard and interior trim pieces to crack or fade. This cosmetic issue affects
the vehicle's resale value and owner satisfaction but does not impact performance.

Paint and Body Panel Issues
The paint finish may show signs of fading or clear coat peeling, especially in vehicles exposed to harsh
climates. Additionally, door seals and rubber trim can harden and crack, leading to wind noise and water
leaks.

Convertible top leaks and mechanical failures

Dashboard cracking and discoloration

Paint fading and clear coat damage

Deterioration of rubber seals and trim



Maintenance Tips to Mitigate Common Issues
Proper maintenance can significantly reduce the occurrence and severity of problems with the 1999
Porsche Boxster. Regular inspections and timely repairs are key to preserving performance and reliability.

Routine Oil Changes and Engine Care
Frequent oil changes with high-quality synthetic oil help protect the engine and IMS bearing from
premature wear. Monitoring oil levels and looking for leaks are critical preventive steps.

Cooling System Maintenance
Regularly flushing the cooling system and replacing components like the thermostat and water pump on
schedule minimizes overheating risks.

Electrical System Checks
Inspecting wiring, connectors, and electronic modules can prevent unexpected electrical failures. Keeping
window regulators and door lock mechanisms lubricated extends their lifespan.

Suspension and Brake Inspections
Routine checks of suspension bushings, shocks, and steering components ensure safe handling. Brake
system maintenance is equally important for overall vehicle safety.

Use synthetic oil and change regularly

Monitor for oil leaks and unusual engine noises

Maintain cooling system and replace aging parts

Inspect and service electrical components periodically

Check suspension and steering for wear

Replace worn brake components promptly



Frequently Asked Questions

What are common engine problems with the 1999 Porsche Boxster?
Common engine problems in the 1999 Porsche Boxster include issues with the intermediate shaft (IMS)
bearing, which can lead to catastrophic engine failure if not addressed. Additionally, some owners report oil
leaks and cooling system issues.

How reliable is the 1999 Porsche Boxster's IMS bearing?
The IMS bearing in the 1999 Porsche Boxster is known to be a weak point and can fail prematurely. Many
enthusiasts recommend having it replaced or upgraded with an aftermarket solution to prevent engine
damage.

Are there transmission issues associated with the 1999 Porsche Boxster?
Some 1999 Porsche Boxster owners have experienced problems with the manual transmission, such as
difficulty shifting or a noisy gearbox. Proper maintenance and fluid changes can help mitigate these issues.

What electrical problems are common in the 1999 Porsche Boxster?
Electrical issues in the 1999 Porsche Boxster may include failing window regulators, faulty central locking
systems, and occasional problems with dashboard gauges. These tend to be minor but can be annoying if not
repaired.

Is rust a problem for the 1999 Porsche Boxster?
Rust is generally not a significant issue for the 1999 Porsche Boxster as it has a galvanized body, but older
models can develop rust spots around the wheel arches and undercarriage if exposed to harsh conditions or
poor maintenance.

Additional Resources
1. Common Issues and Fixes for the 1999 Porsche Boxster
This book provides an in-depth look at the most frequently encountered problems with the 1999 Porsche
Boxster. It covers engine troubles, electrical glitches, and suspension wear, offering practical repair advice
and preventative maintenance tips. Ideal for both amateur mechanics and seasoned Porsche enthusiasts.

2. Diagnosing Electrical Problems in the 1999 Porsche Boxster
Focused specifically on the electrical system, this guide helps owners understand and troubleshoot wiring
faults, sensor failures, and battery issues. Detailed wiring diagrams and diagnostic procedures make it easier



to pinpoint and resolve problems.

3. Engine Performance and Repair for the 1999 Porsche Boxster
This book addresses engine-related concerns such as misfires, oil leaks, and cooling system failures. It
explains the mechanical layout and offers step-by-step repair instructions to restore peak performance. The
book also includes tips for improving engine longevity.

4. Suspension and Steering Challenges of the 1999 Porsche Boxster
Explore common suspension wear issues, including worn bushings, shocks, and steering rack problems. The
author provides guidance on identifying symptoms, sourcing parts, and performing repairs to maintain
handling precision.

5. Maintenance Essentials for the 1999 Porsche Boxster Owner
A comprehensive manual on routine maintenance tasks to prevent common problems before they arise.
From fluid changes to brake system checks, this book equips owners with the knowledge to keep their
Boxster running smoothly.

6. Transmission Troubleshooting for the 1999 Porsche Boxster
This title delves into transmission issues such as shifting difficulties, clutch wear, and fluid leaks. It offers
diagnostic techniques and repair strategies geared towards both manual and automatic transmission models.

7. Cooling System Repairs and Upgrades for the 1999 Porsche Boxster
Cooling system failure is a notable concern for this model; this book explains how to identify leaks,
thermostat malfunctions, and radiator problems. It also discusses upgrade options to improve cooling
efficiency and prevent overheating.

8. Interior and Electrical Comfort Issues in the 1999 Porsche Boxster
Addressing problems with interior electronics such as power windows, central locking, and climate control,
this guide helps owners restore comfort features. Troubleshooting tips and wiring repair instructions are
included to resolve common faults.

9. Restoration and Problem-Solving for Aging 1999 Porsche Boxsters
Ideal for owners looking to restore older Boxsters, this book focuses on tackling age-related issues like rust,
worn seals, and outdated components. It combines practical repair advice with recommendations for
sourcing parts and maintaining originality.
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