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requirements for substitute teaching in washington state are essential for individuals seeking to support
education by stepping into classrooms when regular teachers are unavailable. This article provides a
comprehensive overview of the qualifications, certifications, and application processes necessary to become a
substitute teacher in Washington State. Understanding these requirements is crucial for aspiring substitutes
to ensure they meet state standards and are well-prepared for the responsibilities of the role. The discussion
covers eligibility criteria, background checks, the types of substitute teaching certificates available, and
additional skills that enhance an applicant’s prospects. Furthermore, there will be insights into ongoing
professional expectations and resources to aid substitutes in navigating their careers effectively. This guide
serves as a detailed resource to help prospective substitute teachers in Washington State meet all necessary
requirements and excel in their educational contributions.
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Additional Skills and Professional Expectations
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Eligibility and Basic Qualifications
To meet the requirements for substitute teaching in Washington State, candidates must first satisfy basic
eligibility criteria set by the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI). These foundational
qualifications ensure that substitutes are capable of maintaining a safe and effective learning environment.
Generally, applicants must be at least 18 years old and possess a high school diploma or equivalent.
However, many districts prefer substitutes with some college education or higher degrees to better support
varied classroom needs.

Age and Education Requirements
Applicants must be legally adults, with a minimum age of 18 years. Regarding education, a high school



diploma or GED is the minimum requirement, but most districts recommend or require at least some post-
secondary education. Having a bachelor's degree often enhances employment opportunities and eligibility
for certain substitute teaching certificates, providing greater flexibility across grade levels and subject areas.

Character and Conduct Standards
Washington State places strong emphasis on the personal integrity and conduct of substitute teachers.
Applicants are expected to demonstrate professionalism and the ability to manage classrooms responsibly.
Any history of criminal activity, especially offenses involving children, can disqualify candidates. This is
verified through mandatory background checks, ensuring the safety and well-being of students.

Substitute Teaching Certificates in Washington State
The requirements for substitute teaching in Washington State include obtaining the appropriate
certification. OSPI issues several types of substitute teaching certificates, each designed for different levels
of educational experience and qualifications. Understanding these certificates allows candidates to choose the
right pathway and meet the necessary standards to begin substitute teaching.

Short-Term Substitute Certificate
This certificate is intended for individuals with a high school diploma or equivalent and allows substitutes
to work for up to 20 consecutive days in the same classroom. It is the most accessible certificate and is
suitable for those starting their substitute teaching career or with limited educational background.
However, it has restrictions on the length of assignments and subjects.

Long-Term Substitute Certificate
The long-term substitute certificate requires at least 45 college quarter credits or 30 semester credits and
allows substitutes to work for longer assignments in the same classroom. This certificate is ideal for
substitutes aiming for extended teaching roles and greater responsibility. It also broadens the scope of
subjects and grade levels they can cover.

Substitute Teaching Certificate
For those holding a valid Washington State teaching certificate or a bachelor’s degree, the substitute
teaching certificate provides full substitute teaching privileges without time limits on assignments. It is the
most comprehensive substitute certification and offers the greatest flexibility for working across various
classrooms and districts.



Application Process and Background Checks
Meeting the requirements for substitute teaching in Washington State also involves completing a formal
application process and undergoing thorough background checks. These steps are critical to ensuring that
substitute teachers meet legal and professional standards before entering classrooms.

Application Submission
Prospective substitute teachers must apply through OSPI or directly to individual school districts,
depending on district policies. The application usually requires proof of education, completion of required
forms, and payment of application fees. Candidates should carefully follow instructions to avoid delays or
rejections.

Fingerprinting and Criminal Background Checks
A mandatory component of the application process is fingerprinting for state and federal criminal
background checks. This process helps verify the applicant’s suitability for working with children and
maintaining school safety. Background checks must be updated periodically, typically every five years, to
maintain eligibility for substitute teaching.

Additional Skills and Professional Expectations
Beyond meeting minimum requirements for substitute teaching in Washington State, possessing additional
skills and adhering to professional expectations greatly enhance a substitute teacher’s effectiveness and
employability. Schools seek substitutes who can manage classrooms efficiently and adapt to varying
teaching environments.

Classroom Management and Communication Skills
Successful substitute teachers demonstrate strong classroom management abilities, maintaining order and
engagement in diverse settings. Effective communication with students, staff, and administrators is essential
to facilitate learning and maintain a positive atmosphere. These skills contribute significantly to a
substitute’s reputation and demand within districts.

Flexibility and Adaptability
Substitute teaching often requires quick adaptation to different grade levels, subjects, and school cultures.
Being flexible and resourceful helps substitutes handle unexpected challenges and varying lesson plans.



This adaptability is a valuable asset that schools highly value in substitute educators.

Continuing Education and Resources for Substitute Teachers
To maintain and improve their qualifications, substitute teachers in Washington State are encouraged to
pursue continuing education and utilize available resources. Ongoing professional development supports
better teaching practices and compliance with evolving educational standards.

Professional Development Opportunities
Many school districts and educational organizations offer workshops, seminars, and training sessions tailored
for substitute teachers. Topics may include classroom management techniques, instructional strategies, and
updates on state educational policies. Participating in these programs helps substitutes stay current and
enhance their skills.

Support Networks and Resources
Various online platforms and local educator networks provide valuable support for substitute teachers.
These resources offer lesson plans, teaching tips, and forums for sharing experiences. Engaging with these
communities helps substitutes build confidence and improve their effectiveness in the classroom.

Renewal and Certification Maintenance
Substitute teaching certificates in Washington State require periodic renewal, which may involve
completing continuing education credits and renewing background checks. Staying informed about
renewal requirements ensures uninterrupted eligibility to work as a substitute teacher.

Meet minimum education and age requirements

Obtain the appropriate substitute teaching certificate

Complete application and submit to OSPI or districts

Pass fingerprinting and background checks

Develop strong classroom management and communication skills

Engage in ongoing professional development



Maintain certification through renewal processes

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic eligibility requirements to become a substitute teacher
in Washington State?
To become a substitute teacher in Washington State, you must have at least a high school diploma or GED,
be at least 18 years old, and pass a background check.

Is a teaching certificate required to substitute teach in Washington State?
No, a full teaching certificate is not required to be a substitute teacher in Washington State, but having one
can increase your chances of employment and allow you to substitute teach in more settings.

What kind of background check is required for substitute teaching in
Washington State?
Substitute teachers in Washington State must undergo a Washington State Patrol background check and an
FBI fingerprint check to ensure the safety of students.

Are there any training or orientation requirements for substitute teachers
in Washington State?
Some school districts in Washington State require substitute teachers to complete orientation or training
sessions, but there is no statewide mandatory training requirement.

Do substitute teachers need to be fingerprinted in Washington State?
Yes, fingerprinting is required for all substitute teachers in Washington State as part of the background
check process.

Can someone with a bachelor's degree but no teaching certificate become
a substitute teacher in Washington State?
Yes, having a bachelor's degree can qualify you to be a substitute teacher in Washington State even if you
do not have a teaching certificate, depending on the district's requirements.



How do I apply to be a substitute teacher in Washington State?
To apply, you should contact the individual school districts where you want to work, complete their
substitute application process, submit your background check and fingerprints, and meet their specific
requirements.

Additional Resources
1. Substitute Teaching in Washington State: A Comprehensive Guide
This book provides an overview of the requirements and responsibilities for substitute teachers in
Washington State. It covers certification processes, background checks, and state-specific policies. Readers
will find practical advice on classroom management and effective teaching strategies tailored to Washington
schools.

2. Washington State Substitute Teacher Handbook
Designed specifically for substitute educators in Washington, this handbook details the legal and procedural
requirements for substitute teaching. It includes sections on obtaining the necessary permits, understanding
school district expectations, and tips for successful classroom integration. The guide also addresses common
challenges faced by substitutes in the state.

3. Certification and Credentialing for Washington Substitute Teachers
Focusing on the certification pathway, this book explains the different types of permits available to
substitute teachers in Washington. It outlines the steps to apply, maintain, and renew credentials, and
highlights continuing education opportunities. This resource is ideal for prospective substitutes seeking
clarity on state requirements.

4. Effective Classroom Management for Washington Substitute Teachers
This title emphasizes strategies for managing classrooms as a substitute in Washington schools. It includes
insights on building rapport with students, handling diverse learning environments, and navigating school
policies. The book also addresses state-specific behavioral expectations and disciplinary guidelines.

5. Legal Responsibilities and Ethics for Washington Substitute Teachers
Covering the legal and ethical aspects of substitute teaching in Washington, this book educates readers on
their rights and duties. It explains relevant state laws, confidentiality rules, and mandated reporting
requirements. Substitute teachers will gain a thorough understanding of professional conduct within the
Washington education system.

6. Preparing for Substitute Teaching: Washington State Edition
This preparatory guide helps aspiring substitute teachers understand what to expect in Washington
classrooms. It offers advice on lesson planning, communication with permanent staff, and adapting to
various grade levels. The book also reviews state-specific application procedures and background screening
processes.



7. The Substitute Teacher’s Toolkit for Washington Schools
A practical resource filled with templates, checklists, and lesson ideas tailored for Washington substitute
teachers. This book assists substitutes in organizing their day, managing attendance, and delivering
engaging instruction. It also includes tips on navigating state requirements and school district protocols.

8. Understanding Washington State’s Substitute Teaching Permit System
This detailed guide breaks down the permit system governing substitute teaching in Washington. It
explains the distinctions among emergency, short-term, and long-term permits, eligibility criteria, and
renewal processes. The book serves as an essential reference for substitutes to maintain compliance with
state regulations.

9. Building a Successful Substitute Teaching Career in Washington State
Focusing on career development, this book offers strategies to thrive as a substitute teacher in Washington.
Topics include networking within school districts, professional development opportunities, and
transitioning to full-time teaching roles. Readers will find motivational insights and practical tips tailored to
the Washington education landscape.
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