
sqe pass rates

sqe pass rates have become a critical metric for aspiring solicitors and legal professionals aiming to

qualify in England and Wales. As the Solicitors Qualifying Examination (SQE) replaces the traditional

Legal Practice Course (LPC), understanding the pass percentages and factors influencing success is

essential for candidates planning their legal careers. This comprehensive overview explores the latest

sqe pass rates, including detailed analysis by assessment stage, variations in candidate performance,

and comparisons with previous qualification routes. Additionally, it addresses the implications of these

pass rates for law firms, training providers, and future candidates. Readers will gain insights into the

structure of the SQE, strategies to improve outcomes, and the broader impact of these metrics on

legal education and practice. The article is structured to cover the overall trends, breakdown by SQE

stages, factors affecting success, and practical advice for test-takers.
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Understanding SQE Pass Rates

The Solicitors Qualifying Examination (SQE) is a two-stage assessment process designed to

standardize the qualification route for solicitors in England and Wales. SQE pass rates indicate the

proportion of candidates who successfully meet the required standards at each stage. These rates are

closely monitored by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA) and legal education providers to



evaluate the exam's effectiveness and fairness. Since the SQE's introduction, pass rates have

provided valuable benchmarks for candidates' preparedness and the exam's difficulty level.

SQE pass rates are typically expressed as percentages reflecting successful candidates out of total

entrants. They provide insight into the exam's rigor and help identify areas where candidates may

require additional training or resources. Moreover, understanding these rates is crucial for candidates

to set realistic expectations and for employers to assess the readiness of newly qualified solicitors.

Breakdown of SQE Pass Rates by Assessment Stage

The SQE is divided into two main stages: SQE1 and SQE2, each focusing on different competencies.

Pass rates vary between these stages due to differing exam formats, content, and candidate

preparation levels.

SQE1 Pass Rates

SQE1 assesses candidates' functioning legal knowledge through multiple-choice questions covering

core areas such as contract law, criminal law, property law, and professional conduct. Historically, the

first cohort's pass rates for SQE1 have ranged between 60% and 80%, reflecting the exam's

challenging nature yet reasonable accessibility for well-prepared candidates. These rates fluctuate

depending on the sitting and candidate demographics.

SQE2 Pass Rates

SQE2 evaluates practical legal skills, including client interviewing, advocacy, legal research, and

written advice. Due to its skills-based format, SQE2 typically presents a greater challenge, with pass

rates generally lower than SQE1. Available data indicates pass rates around 50% to 70%,

emphasizing the need for hands-on practice and effective preparation strategies. The practical

demands of SQE2 require candidates to demonstrate applied competence rather than theoretical

knowledge alone.



Overall SQE Pass Rates

Overall sqe pass rates, considering candidates who pass both SQE1 and SQE2, tend to be lower than

individual stage rates due to the cumulative nature of the assessments. The combined pass rate often

falls between 40% and 60%, reflecting the high standards expected for solicitor qualification. This

cumulative perspective is essential for candidates and stakeholders to gauge the true difficulty of the

qualification process.

Factors Influencing SQE Pass Rates

Several factors impact sqe pass rates, encompassing candidate background, preparation methods,

and exam conditions. Recognizing these influences aids in understanding pass rate variability and

informs targeted improvements.

Candidate Experience and Background

Candidates with prior legal education or work experience often demonstrate higher pass rates due to

familiarity with legal concepts and professional environments. Conversely, those new to legal studies

may face steeper learning curves, affecting their performance. The diversity in candidate profiles

contributes to fluctuations in pass rates.

Preparation and Training

The quality and intensity of preparation significantly affect sqe pass rates. Candidates who utilize

structured training courses, mock exams, and study groups generally achieve better outcomes. Access

to comprehensive study materials and practical skills coaching is equally important, especially for

SQE2.

Exam Format and Timing

The format of the SQE, including multiple-choice questions for SQE1 and practical assessments for

SQE2, can influence candidate success. Time constraints and exam delivery methods (in-person or

remote) may also affect performance, thereby impacting pass rates.



External Factors

External circumstances such as pandemic-related disruptions, personal circumstances, and mental

health can influence candidate readiness and exam performance. These factors contribute to annual

variations in sqe pass rates.

Comparisons with Previous Qualification Routes

Before the SQE, solicitors qualified through a combination of academic degrees, the Legal Practice

Course (LPC), and training contracts. Comparing sqe pass rates with LPC pass rates offers insights

into the evolving standards and accessibility of solicitor qualification.

LPC Pass Rates Versus SQE Pass Rates

LPC pass rates traditionally ranged from approximately 70% to 90%, generally higher than current

SQE pass rates. The SQE's standardized and rigorous assessment style aims to raise professional

standards but has resulted in initially lower pass percentages. This contrast highlights the SQE's role in

creating a more uniform and demanding qualification process.

Impact on Candidate Demographics

The introduction of the SQE has expanded access to qualification by allowing more flexible pathways,

potentially increasing candidate diversity. However, the differing pass rates suggest that some groups

may require additional support to succeed under the new system.

Implications for Candidates and Legal Employers

Understanding sqe pass rates is fundamental for both future solicitors and legal employers. These

metrics influence recruitment strategies, training investments, and career planning.

Guidance for Candidates

Candidates should interpret sqe pass rates as indicators of exam difficulty and areas requiring focused



preparation. Developing robust study plans, seeking practical experience, and utilizing available

resources can improve success rates.

Considerations for Legal Employers

Law firms and legal organizations use sqe pass rates to assess the readiness of newly qualified

solicitors and to tailor in-house training programs. Awareness of pass rate trends helps employers

support candidates through mentoring and professional development initiatives.

Training Providers and Educational Institutions

Training providers analyze sqe pass rates to refine course offerings and methodologies. Continuous

improvement in teaching approaches aims to boost candidate performance and align with SRA

standards.

Regularly assess personal strengths and weaknesses relative to SQE content.1.

Engage in practical skills training to prepare for SQE2.2.

Utilize mock exams and feedback to identify improvement areas.3.

Seek support from training providers and peer study groups.4.

Stay informed about changes in exam format and requirements.5.

Frequently Asked Questions



What are the current SQE pass rates for SQE1 and SQE2?

As of the latest data, the SQE1 pass rate is approximately 60-70%, while the SQE2 pass rate tends to

be higher, around 75-85%. These rates can vary depending on the sitting and candidate preparation.

How do SQE pass rates compare to the old solicitor qualification

exams?

SQE pass rates are generally comparable to the previous Legal Practice Course (LPC) and Qualified

Lawyers Transfer Scheme (QLTS) exams, though the SQE is designed to be more consistent and

standardized across all candidates.

What factors influence SQE pass rates?

Factors influencing SQE pass rates include candidate preparation, access to quality training materials,

prior legal knowledge, exam format familiarity, and time management during the tests.

Are SQE pass rates publicly available?

Yes, the Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA) publishes SQE pass rates periodically on their official

website, providing transparency about exam outcomes.

Is there a difference in pass rates between SQE1 and SQE2?

Yes, typically SQE2 has higher pass rates than SQE1, likely due to its focus on practical legal skills

and the fact that candidates often prepare more intensively after passing SQE1.

How many attempts do candidates typically take to pass the SQE?

Most candidates pass the SQE within their first two attempts, but the SRA allows multiple attempts to

ensure candidates meet the required competency standards.



Do SQE pass rates vary by candidate background or education?

Pass rates can vary depending on candidates' legal education and training backgrounds, with those

having prior legal qualifications or extensive practical experience sometimes performing better.

What impact has the SQE had on diversity in solicitor qualification?

The SQE aims to increase accessibility and diversity by standardizing assessments and reducing

reliance on traditional routes, which may help improve pass rates for candidates from diverse

backgrounds over time.

How can candidates improve their chances of passing the SQE?

Candidates can improve their chances by undertaking thorough preparation, using accredited SQE

prep courses, practicing past papers, focusing on both knowledge and practical skills, and managing

exam stress effectively.

Will SQE pass rates improve as more candidates become familiar with

the exams?

It is expected that pass rates will improve as candidates and training providers gain more experience

with the SQE format and requirements, leading to better preparation and performance over time.

Additional Resources

1. Mastering the SQE: Strategies to Boost Your Pass Rate

This book offers a comprehensive guide to tackling the Solicitors Qualifying Examination (SQE) with

confidence. It covers effective study techniques, time management tips, and practice questions

designed to improve your understanding of key legal concepts. Readers will find advice on how to

approach both SQE1 and SQE2, maximizing their chances of success.

2. SQE Success: Analyzing Pass Rates and Exam Trends



Delving into statistical data and trends, this book explores the factors influencing SQE pass rates

across different cohorts. It provides insights into common challenges faced by candidates and

suggests evidence-based methods to overcome them. Law students and educators will find this

analysis valuable for planning their preparation strategies.

3. From Failure to Pass: Real Stories and Lessons from SQE Candidates

Featuring firsthand accounts from individuals who struggled with the SQE before ultimately passing,

this book offers motivational stories and practical lessons. It highlights common pitfalls and how to

avoid them, serving as a relatable resource for those preparing for the exam. The narratives

emphasize resilience, adaptability, and effective study habits.

4. Effective Revision Techniques for the SQE

This guide focuses on the most efficient revision methods tailored specifically for the SQE syllabus. It

includes tips on active recall, spaced repetition, and practice exams to help candidates retain

information and apply their knowledge under exam conditions. The book also provides sample revision

schedules to optimize study time.

5. Understanding the SQE: A Candidate’s Guide to Exam Preparation

Designed as an introductory manual, this book breaks down the structure and content of both SQE1

and SQE2. It explains the assessment criteria and offers targeted advice on how to meet the required

standards. The book also covers resources and support systems available to candidates.

6. Improving SQE Pass Rates: Insights for Educators and Training Providers

This publication addresses the role of legal education providers in supporting candidates to succeed in

the SQE. It examines teaching methodologies, curriculum design, and assessment feedback

mechanisms that can enhance student outcomes. Educators will find strategies to increase pass rates

and better prepare their learners.

7. The SQE Practice Workbook: Over 500 Questions for Exam Success

A practical resource filled with a wide range of questions reflective of the SQE format, this workbook

helps candidates build confidence and identify knowledge gaps. Each question is accompanied by



detailed explanations and tips for answering effectively. Regular practice with this book can

significantly improve exam performance.

8. Legal Ethics and Professional Conduct in the SQE

Focusing on the crucial component of professional ethics within the SQE, this book provides an in-

depth review of ethical principles and their application in legal practice. It equips candidates with the

understanding needed to navigate scenario-based questions on conduct rules and professional

responsibility. Case studies and hypotheticals enhance practical learning.

9. Time Management for SQE Candidates: Balancing Work, Study, and Life

This book offers practical advice on managing the often intense demands of SQE preparation

alongside personal and professional commitments. It includes strategies for prioritizing tasks, avoiding

burnout, and maintaining motivation throughout the study period. Candidates will benefit from tips on

creating sustainable study routines that lead to higher pass rates.
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