
st john's law student handbook
st john's law student handbook serves as an essential resource for current and prospective
students navigating the rigorous academic and professional environment of St. John’s University
School of Law. This comprehensive guide offers detailed insights into academic policies, course
requirements, campus resources, and professional development opportunities tailored specifically
for law students. By understanding the structure and content of the St. John’s law student handbook,
students can effectively plan their law school journey, maximize their learning experience, and
prepare for successful legal careers. The handbook also provides vital information about student
conduct, examination procedures, and support services available throughout the academic year. This
article explores the key components of the handbook, ensuring that students are well-informed
about the expectations and resources at St. John’s Law. Below is an overview of the main sections
covered in the handbook, facilitating easy navigation and reference.

Academic Policies and Procedures

Course Curriculum and Degree Requirements

Student Conduct and Ethical Standards

Examination and Grading System

Student Services and Support Resources

Professional Development and Career Services

Library and Research Facilities

Academic Policies and Procedures
The academic policies outlined in the St. John’s law student handbook establish the framework
within which students must operate to achieve academic success. These policies cover enrollment
requirements, course registration processes, attendance expectations, and procedures for academic
advising. Understanding these protocols is crucial for ensuring compliance and avoiding
administrative complications.

Enrollment and Registration
Students at St. John’s Law are required to complete their enrollment and course registration within
designated periods each semester. The handbook details the steps for adding or dropping classes,
withdrawing from courses, and managing full-time or part-time status. Adherence to deadlines is
emphasized to maintain academic standing and financial aid eligibility.



Academic Advising
Academic advising is a vital component of the St. John’s law student handbook, providing students
with guidance on course selection, degree planning, and academic challenges. Advisors help
students align their coursework with career goals and ensure compliance with graduation
requirements.

Leave of Absence and Withdrawal
The handbook specifies the conditions under which students may request a leave of absence or
withdraw from the institution. It outlines the formal application process, timelines, and implications
for academic progression and re-enrollment.

Course Curriculum and Degree Requirements
The St. John’s law student handbook comprehensively describes the curriculum structure and
degree requirements necessary for earning a Juris Doctor (JD) degree. It delineates mandatory
courses, elective options, and experiential learning opportunities such as clinics and externships.

Core Curriculum
The core curriculum includes foundational subjects such as Contracts, Torts, Civil Procedure,
Constitutional Law, Criminal Law, and Property. The handbook specifies credit hours required for
each area, ensuring students acquire a broad legal foundation.

Electives and Specializations
In addition to core courses, students may choose from a variety of electives that allow for
specialization in fields like Intellectual Property, Environmental Law, Tax Law, and International
Law. The handbook provides descriptions and prerequisites for these courses.

Experiential Learning
Practical experience is emphasized through clinical programs, moot court participation, and
externships. These opportunities enable students to apply legal theory in real-world contexts and
develop essential skills such as client counseling and negotiation.

Student Conduct and Ethical Standards
The St. John’s law student handbook sets forth the code of conduct and ethical standards expected of
all law students. Maintaining integrity and professionalism is paramount in fostering a respectful
academic community and preparing students for ethical legal practice.



Honor Code
The honor code defines prohibited behaviors such as cheating, plagiarism, and misrepresentation.
The handbook details procedures for reporting violations and the disciplinary measures that may
result from breaches of conduct.

Professional Responsibility
Students are required to adhere to professional responsibility standards consistent with the legal
profession’s ethical rules. This includes confidentiality, conflict of interest avoidance, and respectful
interaction with peers and faculty.

Disciplinary Procedures
The handbook outlines the process for investigating allegations of misconduct, hearings, and
appeals. Sanctions can range from warnings to suspension or dismissal, depending on the severity of
the violation.

Examination and Grading System
The examination and grading policies detailed in the St. John’s law student handbook provide
transparency regarding academic evaluation. Understanding these policies helps students manage
their performance and meet academic expectations.

Exam Formats and Scheduling
Examinations may include written essays, multiple-choice questions, oral presentations, or practical
assessments. The handbook specifies exam schedules, formats, and rules governing exam conduct.

Grading Scale and GPA Calculation
The grading system utilizes a letter grade scale, with corresponding grade points contributing to the
cumulative GPA. The handbook explains the minimum grade requirements for course credit and
academic honors.

Exam Accommodations
Students eligible for accommodations due to disabilities can apply for special arrangements during
examinations. The handbook provides instructions and eligibility criteria for requesting such
accommodations.



Student Services and Support Resources
St. John’s law student handbook highlights a range of student services designed to support academic
success and well-being. These resources address counseling, tutoring, financial aid, and
accessibility.

Counseling and Mental Health Services
Students have access to confidential counseling services to manage stress, anxiety, and other mental
health challenges. The handbook details how to access these services and the importance of mental
wellness in law school.

Tutoring and Academic Support
The law school offers tutoring programs and academic workshops to assist students in mastering
complex legal concepts and improving study skills. Participation is encouraged for students seeking
additional academic reinforcement.

Financial Aid and Scholarships
Information on applying for financial aid, scholarships, and grants is thoroughly outlined in the
handbook. Guidelines for eligibility, application deadlines, and maintaining aid status are provided
to assist students in managing tuition costs.

Professional Development and Career Services
The St. John’s law student handbook provides comprehensive guidance on career planning and
professional development. The law school’s career services office facilitates internships, job
placement, and networking opportunities.

Internship and Externship Programs
Students are encouraged to participate in internships and externships to gain practical experience
and build professional relationships. The handbook explains application procedures and credit
eligibility for these programs.

Career Counseling and Workshops
Career counselors assist students with resume writing, interview preparation, and job search
strategies. Workshops and panel discussions featuring legal professionals are regularly offered to
enhance career readiness.



Alumni Networking
The handbook emphasizes the value of engaging with the St. John’s Law alumni network for
mentorship and career opportunities. Events and platforms for connecting with alumni are
supported by the law school’s career services.

Library and Research Facilities
The law library and research facilities play a pivotal role in supporting the academic and
professional needs of law students. The St. John’s law student handbook details available resources,
services, and policies related to library use.

Library Collections and Resources
The law library houses an extensive collection of legal texts, journals, electronic databases, and
government documents. The handbook explains access procedures for both physical and digital
resources.

Research Assistance
Professional librarians provide research support, including guidance on legal research
methodologies, citation standards, and resource identification. Workshops and one-on-one
consultations are available to enhance research skills.

Library Policies and Hours
The handbook specifies the library’s operating hours, borrowing privileges, and rules regarding the
use of study spaces and technology. Compliance with these policies ensures a productive research
environment for all students.

Summary of Key Resources and Contact Information
Although not exhaustive, the St. John’s law student handbook concludes with essential contact
information for administrative offices, student services, and academic departments. This section is
designed to facilitate prompt communication and access to support throughout the law school
experience.

Registrar’s Office

Academic Advising

Career Services



Student Affairs

Law Library

Disability Services

Counseling Center

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the St. John's Law Student Handbook?
The St. John's Law Student Handbook serves as a comprehensive guide for law students, outlining
academic policies, student resources, campus regulations, and support services to help students
navigate their law school experience successfully.

Where can I access the St. John's Law Student Handbook?
The St. John's Law Student Handbook is typically available on the official St. John's University
School of Law website under the student resources or academic affairs section. It may also be
distributed to students during orientation.

Does the St. John's Law Student Handbook include
information on academic integrity policies?
Yes, the handbook includes detailed information on academic integrity policies, including guidelines
on plagiarism, cheating, and the consequences of violating these policies to ensure ethical conduct
among students.

Are there sections in the St. John's Law Student Handbook
about student support services?
Absolutely. The handbook outlines various student support services such as counseling, career
services, disability accommodations, and academic advising available to help law students
throughout their studies.

How often is the St. John's Law Student Handbook updated?
The handbook is typically reviewed and updated annually to reflect any changes in university
policies, academic regulations, and new resources available to students.

Does the St. John's Law Student Handbook cover details about



the grading system?
Yes, it provides information on the grading scale, evaluation criteria, grade appeals process, and
other academic standards relevant to St. John's Law students.

Can alumni access the St. John's Law Student Handbook?
While primarily intended for current students, alumni may access archived versions of the handbook
through the law school's website or alumni services for reference.

Additional Resources
1. St. John’s Law School Survival Guide
This handbook offers practical advice and strategies for succeeding at St. John’s University School of
Law. It covers topics such as course selection, exam preparation, and time management tailored
specifically to the school’s curriculum. Students will find tips on navigating campus resources and
building relationships with faculty. This guide aims to make the law school journey smoother and
more manageable.

2. Law School Confidential: A Complete Guide to the Law School Experience
Written by students and experts, this book provides an insider’s view of law school challenges and
opportunities. It covers everything from the first day of classes to job hunting after graduation. The
book includes detailed advice on study techniques, class participation, and managing stress. It is a
valuable resource for anyone attending St. John’s or any other law school.

3. The Legal Writing Handbook: Analysis, Research, and Writing
Focused on developing strong legal writing skills, this book is essential for law students aiming to
excel in their coursework and future careers. It offers a comprehensive overview of legal analysis,
research methods, and clear writing practices. The handbook includes examples and exercises to
help students improve their drafting and argumentation abilities.

4. Getting to Maybe: How to Excel on Law School Exams
This popular guide demystifies the law school exam process, teaching students how to think like a
lawyer and approach complex issues. It emphasizes critical thinking and issue-spotting rather than
memorization. The book’s strategies are applicable to the exam formats commonly used at St. John’s
Law School and beyond.

5. One L: The Turbulent True Story of a First Year at Harvard Law School
Scott Turow’s memoir provides a candid look at the struggles and triumphs experienced during the
first year of law school. While centered on Harvard, the themes of rigorous workload, competition,
and personal growth resonate with St. John’s students. It is both an inspiring and cautionary tale for
those beginning their legal education.

6. The Bluebook: A Uniform System of Citation
An essential resource for all law students, The Bluebook provides the standardized rules for legal
citation used in courts and legal writing. Mastery of this guide is crucial for producing professional
and credible legal documents. St. John’s law students frequently rely on this book throughout their
studies and legal careers.



7. Law School Exams: Preparing and Writing to Win
This book offers targeted strategies for preparing and excelling in law school exams, including tips
on outlining, issue-spotting, and time management. It breaks down the exam-writing process to help
students produce clear, persuasive answers. The techniques are highly relevant for the exam
formats employed at St. John’s Law School.

8. Tomorrow’s Lawyers: An Introduction to Your Future
Richard Susskind explores the future of the legal profession and the skills law students need to
succeed in a changing landscape. This book encourages students to think beyond traditional legal
education and prepare for innovation and technology in law practice. It provides valuable insights
for St. John’s students planning their careers.

9. Mindfulness for Law Students: A Guide to Mental Health and Academic Success
Recognizing the stress and pressure of law school, this book introduces mindfulness techniques
tailored for legal students. It helps readers manage anxiety, improve concentration, and maintain
mental well-being. St. John’s students can benefit from this guide to balance the demands of their
rigorous academic environment.
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