
subaru legacy 2012 problems

subaru legacy 2012 problems have been a topic of concern for many owners and potential buyers of this
mid-size sedan. The 2012 Subaru Legacy, known for its all-wheel-drive system and comfortable ride, has
also faced certain issues that can impact its reliability and performance. Common Subaru Legacy 2012
problems include engine troubles, transmission glitches, and electrical system faults, which can affect the
overall driving experience. Understanding these issues is crucial for maintenance and making informed
decisions regarding repairs or purchasing. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the most
reported problems, their symptoms, and potential solutions. It also covers the vehicle’s general reliability
and what owners can expect in terms of upkeep. The detailed analysis will help readers grasp the typical
challenges associated with the 2012 Subaru Legacy and how to address them effectively.
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Engine and Performance Issues
The engine is the heart of the Subaru Legacy 2012, and several owners have reported problems affecting
performance and reliability. These issues range from minor inconveniences to more serious mechanical
failures that require costly repairs.

Head Gasket Failures
One of the most frequently reported subaru legacy 2012 problems involves head gasket leaks. The boxer
engine design, while efficient, is prone to head gasket deterioration over time. Symptoms include coolant
leaks, engine overheating, and a noticeable loss of power. Left unaddressed, this problem can lead to engine
damage.

Oil Consumption and Leaks
Excessive oil consumption has been noted in some 2012 Legacy models. This can be caused by worn piston



rings or valve seals. Additionally, oil leaks around the engine seals or gaskets can lead to reduced oil levels,
potentially harming engine performance and longevity.

Engine Stalling and Rough Idling
Some drivers experience engine stalling or rough idling, which may stem from faulty ignition coils, spark
plugs, or fuel injection issues. These problems can cause hesitation during acceleration and inconsistent
engine response.

Transmission and Drivetrain Concerns
The 2012 Subaru Legacy offers both manual and continuously variable transmission (CVT) options, each
with its own set of potential issues. Transmission problems are a common source of frustration among
owners and require careful attention.

CVT Transmission Failures
The CVT in the 2012 Legacy has been reported to exhibit premature wear and failure. Symptoms include
shuddering, slipping, delayed engagement, and unusual noises. These issues can compromise drivability
and may necessitate transmission replacement or rebuild.

Manual Transmission Troubles
For models equipped with manual transmissions, issues such as clutch slippage, difficulty shifting, and gear
grinding have been observed. These problems often result from clutch wear or synchronization failures
and require timely repairs to avoid further damage.

All-Wheel Drive System Concerns
Subaru’s signature all-wheel-drive system is generally reliable but can suffer from problems such as
differential leaks, transfer case issues, or worn CV joints. These drivetrain concerns can lead to vibrations,
noises, and uneven tire wear.

Electrical System Problems
Electrical faults are another area where the Subaru Legacy 2012 may encounter difficulties. These
malfunctions can affect various vehicle functions, from lighting to engine management.

Battery and Charging System
Some owners report premature battery failures or alternator issues, which can cause starting problems and
electrical component malfunctions. Regular testing of the charging system is recommended to prevent
unexpected breakdowns.



Dashboard Warning Lights
Erratic illumination of warning lights, such as the check engine light or ABS indicator, has been noted.
These warnings often relate to sensor failures, wiring issues, or intermittent faults in the vehicle’s
computer systems.

Power Window and Door Lock Failures
Electrical problems can extend to the vehicle’s convenience features, including power windows and door
locks. Issues may involve switches failing or wiring faults, leading to inoperative components that diminish
user comfort and security.

Interior and Comfort Complaints
Beyond mechanical and electrical problems, the Subaru Legacy 2012 has some reported issues related to
interior quality and comfort features, which can affect the overall ownership experience.

Seat Wear and Upholstery
Owners have mentioned premature wear on seat fabric and leather, including tearing and fading. These
issues detract from the cabin’s aesthetic and may require upholstery repair or replacement.

Climate Control Malfunctions
Problems with the heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) system include inconsistent
temperature regulation and blower motor failures. Such malfunctions can reduce comfort during extreme
weather conditions.

Infotainment System Glitches
The 2012 Legacy’s infotainment system has been reported to experience freezing, poor responsiveness, and
Bluetooth connectivity issues. These electronic glitches can interfere with navigation and audio functions.

Safety and Recalls
Safety is a critical concern for any vehicle, and the Subaru Legacy 2012 has been subject to certain recalls
and safety-related problems that owners should be aware of.

Airbag Deployment Issues
Some 2012 Legacy vehicles have been affected by recalls related to airbag inflator defects, which could
result in improper deployment during a collision. Addressing these recalls promptly is essential for
occupant safety.



Brake System Recalls
There have been recalls concerning brake system components, including potential issues with brake lines
and ABS functionality. These problems could impair braking performance and require immediate attention.

Safety Ratings and Crash Test Results
The 2012 Subaru Legacy generally received favorable safety ratings; however, understanding any specific
weaknesses in crash test performance helps buyers make informed decisions about vehicle safety features
and necessary precautions.

Maintenance Tips for Longevity
Proper maintenance can mitigate many of the common subaru legacy 2012 problems and extend the
vehicle’s lifespan. Following manufacturer recommendations and addressing issues early is critical.

Regular Oil and Fluid Changes
Timely oil changes and monitoring coolant, transmission fluid, and brake fluid levels help prevent engine
and drivetrain wear. Using recommended fluids ensures optimal performance.

Scheduled Inspections and Repairs
Routine inspections of the head gaskets, transmission, and electrical systems can identify potential problems
before they escalate. Early repairs reduce repair costs and downtime.

Preventive Measures for Electrical Components
Keeping battery terminals clean, checking wiring connections, and protecting electronic modules from
moisture can reduce electrical system failures and improve reliability.

Inspect and replace worn belts and hoses

Maintain tire pressure and alignment

Use quality replacement parts

Address recalls and service bulletins promptly



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the common engine problems in the 2012 Subaru Legacy?
Common engine problems in the 2012 Subaru Legacy include excessive oil consumption and issues related
to the head gasket, which may cause coolant leaks and engine overheating.

Does the 2012 Subaru Legacy have transmission issues?
Some owners of the 2012 Subaru Legacy have reported transmission problems, such as rough shifting or
hesitation, particularly in models equipped with the CVT (Continuously Variable Transmission). Regular
maintenance can help mitigate these issues.

Are there any known suspension problems with the 2012 Subaru
Legacy?
Yes, some 2012 Subaru Legacy owners have experienced premature wear of suspension components like
struts and bushings, leading to a rougher ride or unusual noises when driving over bumps.

How reliable is the 2012 Subaru Legacy's electrical system?
The electrical system in the 2012 Subaru Legacy is generally reliable, but a few users have reported issues
with the battery draining quickly and occasional problems with dashboard warning lights turning on
erroneously.

Are there any recalls related to the 2012 Subaru Legacy?
The 2012 Subaru Legacy has had recalls related to potential issues such as airbag inflator defects and faulty
fuel pumps. It is recommended to check with a Subaru dealer to verify if your vehicle is affected by any
recalls.

What problems do owners commonly report about the 2012 Subaru
Legacy's brakes?
Some owners report premature brake wear and occasional brake noise in the 2012 Subaru Legacy. Regular
inspection and timely replacement of brake pads and rotors are advised to maintain braking performance.

Is there a problem with the 2012 Subaru Legacy's cooling system?
There have been reports of coolant leaks and radiator issues in some 2012 Subaru Legacy models, often
linked to head gasket failures or aging components, which can lead to engine overheating if not addressed.



How does the 2012 Subaru Legacy perform in terms of fuel economy and
related issues?
The 2012 Subaru Legacy offers moderate fuel economy for its class. However, some owners have noted that
excessive oil consumption can affect fuel efficiency, so monitoring oil levels regularly is important.

Additional Resources
1. Common Issues and Repairs for the 2012 Subaru Legacy
This book provides an in-depth look at the most frequent problems encountered by owners of the 2012
Subaru Legacy. It covers engine troubles, transmission issues, and electrical system faults, offering practical
advice on diagnosis and repair. The guide is ideal for DIY enthusiasts and professionals alike, aiming to
extend the lifespan of this reliable vehicle.

2. Subaru Legacy 2012: Troubleshooting and Maintenance Guide
A comprehensive manual focused on identifying and resolving common mechanical and electronic
problems in the 2012 Subaru Legacy. It includes step-by-step instructions, maintenance schedules, and tips
for avoiding costly repairs. Readers will find detailed explanations tailored to this model’s specific
engineering.

3. Engine and Transmission Problems in the 2012 Subaru Legacy
This book delves into the root causes of engine and transmission failures reported in the 2012 Subaru
Legacy. It examines symptoms, diagnostic procedures, and effective repair strategies. With case studies and
expert insights, it helps owners understand and address these critical issues efficiently.

4. Electrical System Failures in the 2012 Subaru Legacy: Causes and Fixes
Focusing on the electrical components of the 2012 Subaru Legacy, this book explores common faults such as
battery drain, sensor errors, and wiring problems. It offers troubleshooting techniques and guidance on
parts replacement to restore vehicle functionality. The book is an essential resource for tackling elusive
electrical glitches.

5. Subaru Legacy 2012 Suspension and Steering Problems Explained
This title highlights the suspension and steering issues that can affect the 2012 Subaru Legacy, including
worn-out components and alignment troubles. It provides repair advice and preventative maintenance tips
to improve driving safety and comfort. Readers will gain a clear understanding of how to maintain these
critical systems.

6. 2012 Subaru Legacy: Recalls, Safety Concerns, and Problem Areas
A detailed overview of all official recalls and safety-related problems reported for the 2012 Subaru Legacy.
The book explains the nature of each issue, the manufacturer’s response, and the impact on vehicle
performance. It is a valuable resource for current and prospective owners prioritizing safety.



7. DIY Repairs for Common 2012 Subaru Legacy Problems
A practical guide aimed at Subaru Legacy owners who want to tackle repairs themselves. Covering a range
of issues from minor electrical faults to major mechanical repairs, the book includes tools needed and step-
by-step instructions. It empowers readers to save money and maintain their vehicle with confidence.

8. Understanding Subaru Legacy 2012 Engine Oil Consumption Issues
This specialized book investigates the notorious engine oil consumption problems reported in some 2012
Subaru Legacy models. It explains potential causes, monitoring methods, and corrective actions. Ideal for
owners experiencing or wanting to prevent excessive oil use, it offers detailed technical insights.

9. Preventative Maintenance Strategies for the 2012 Subaru Legacy
Focusing on maintenance rather than repairs, this book outlines best practices to prevent common problems
in the 2012 Subaru Legacy. From fluid changes to component inspections, it guides owners on keeping
their vehicle in optimal condition. The proactive approach helps reduce breakdowns and extend vehicle
longevity.
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