
tennessee pharmacy license
tennessee pharmacy license is a critical credential for pharmacists and pharmacy
businesses operating within the state of Tennessee. Obtaining and maintaining this license
ensures compliance with state laws and regulations designed to protect public health and
safety. The process involves meeting specific educational, examination, and application
requirements established by the Tennessee Board of Pharmacy. This article explores the
comprehensive requirements and procedures for acquiring a Tennessee pharmacy license,
including the application process, necessary qualifications, renewal protocols, and
guidelines for both individual pharmacists and pharmacy establishments. Additionally, it
outlines the continuing education mandates and disciplinary actions associated with
licensing. By understanding these essential aspects, pharmacists and pharmacy owners
can navigate the regulatory landscape effectively and maintain their professional standing
in Tennessee.
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Overview of Tennessee Pharmacy License
The Tennessee pharmacy license is an official authorization granted by the Tennessee
Board of Pharmacy that permits individuals and entities to legally practice pharmacy or
operate pharmacy establishments within the state. This license ensures that pharmacists
meet professional standards and adhere to state-specific laws governing pharmaceutical
practices. Both licensed pharmacists and licensed pharmacy facilities must comply with
these regulations to provide safe and effective pharmaceutical care to Tennessee
residents.

Pharmacy licenses in Tennessee are divided into two primary categories: individual
pharmacist licenses and pharmacy establishment licenses. Each license type has distinct
requirements and obligations, reflecting the difference between practicing pharmacists
and the businesses that dispense medications.



Requirements for Obtaining a Tennessee
Pharmacy License
Obtaining a Tennessee pharmacy license requires applicants to meet strict educational,
experiential, and examination criteria established by the Tennessee Board of Pharmacy.
These requirements are designed to ensure that licensed pharmacists possess the
necessary knowledge and skills to practice safely and competently.

Educational Qualifications
Applicants must have graduated from an accredited pharmacy program recognized by the
Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education (ACPE). A Doctor of Pharmacy (Pharm.D.)
degree is typically required for licensure. Additionally, foreign-trained pharmacists must
have their credentials evaluated and may need to complete additional requirements to be
eligible.

Practical Experience
Tennessee requires prospective pharmacists to complete a specified number of internship
or experiential training hours. This practical experience must be completed under the
supervision of a licensed pharmacist and meet the standards set forth by the state board.

Examinations
The licensure process includes passing two key examinations: the North American
Pharmacist Licensure Examination (NAPLEX), which tests pharmacy knowledge and skills,
and the Multistate Pharmacy Jurisprudence Examination (MPJE), which assesses
knowledge of Tennessee pharmacy law and regulations.

Application Process for Tennessee Pharmacy
License
The application process for a Tennessee pharmacy license is systematic and requires
careful preparation of documentation and fees. Applicants must submit a completed
application form along with evidence of educational credentials, proof of completed
internship hours, and examination results.

Steps to Apply

Complete and submit the official application to the Tennessee Board of Pharmacy.1.

Provide proof of graduation from an accredited pharmacy school.2.



Submit verification of internship or experiential training hours.3.

Pass the NAPLEX and MPJE examinations and submit scores.4.

Pay all applicable fees associated with the application and licensing.5.

Background Check and Additional Requirements
Applicants must undergo a criminal background check as part of the licensing process.
This step helps maintain the integrity and safety of the pharmacy profession. Additional
documentation such as proof of identity and residency may also be required.

Renewal and Continuing Education
Maintaining a Tennessee pharmacy license requires periodic renewal and fulfillment of
continuing education (CE) requirements. Renewal cycles and CE mandates are established
by the Tennessee Board of Pharmacy to ensure that licensed pharmacists remain current
with evolving pharmaceutical practices and regulations.

License Renewal Schedule
Pharmacist licenses in Tennessee typically require renewal every two years. Renewal
notifications are sent in advance, and failure to renew on time can result in penalties or
license suspension.

Continuing Education Requirements
Licensed pharmacists must complete a minimum number of continuing education hours
within each renewal period. These hours often include specific topics such as opioid
management, Tennessee pharmacy law, and patient safety. Documentation of completed
CE must be submitted during license renewal.

Regulations and Compliance
The Tennessee Board of Pharmacy enforces strict regulations governing the practice of
pharmacy and the operation of pharmacy establishments. Compliance with these
regulations is mandatory to maintain licensure and ensure public safety.

Pharmacy Practice Standards
Licensed pharmacists must adhere to professional standards that include proper



dispensing practices, accurate record-keeping, patient counseling, and safe handling of
controlled substances. Tennessee law also requires pharmacies to implement security
measures and comply with prescription drug monitoring programs.

Pharmacy Facility Requirements
Pharmacy establishments must meet facility standards related to storage, equipment,
security, and sanitation. Licensed pharmacies are subject to routine inspections by the
Tennessee Board of Pharmacy to verify compliance with regulatory requirements.

Disciplinary Actions and License Revocation
The Tennessee Board of Pharmacy holds the authority to take disciplinary actions against
licensees who violate state pharmacy laws or ethical standards. These actions protect
public health and uphold the profession’s integrity.

Common Causes for Disciplinary Action

Violation of pharmacy laws or regulations

Professional misconduct or negligence

Substance abuse or impairment while practicing

Fraudulent or deceptive practices

Failure to meet continuing education requirements

Types of Disciplinary Measures
Disciplinary actions may range from warnings and fines to suspension or permanent
revocation of the pharmacy license. Licensees may also be required to undergo
rehabilitation programs or additional training as conditions for reinstatement.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the requirements to obtain a Tennessee
pharmacy license?
To obtain a Tennessee pharmacy license, applicants must have a degree from an



accredited pharmacy program, pass the NAPLEX and MPJE exams, complete any required
internships, and submit an application along with the applicable fees to the Tennessee
Board of Pharmacy.

How do I renew my Tennessee pharmacy license?
Pharmacy licenses in Tennessee must be renewed every two years. Renewal can be
completed online through the Tennessee Board of Pharmacy website, and requires
completion of continuing education credits and payment of the renewal fee.

Can I transfer my pharmacy license to Tennessee from
another state?
Yes, Tennessee participates in the NABP’s reciprocity program. Pharmacists licensed in
other states can apply for licensure by endorsement, providing proof of licensure, exam
scores, and meeting Tennessee’s requirements.

What continuing education is required for Tennessee
pharmacists?
Pharmacists in Tennessee are required to complete 30 hours of continuing education
every two years, including at least 2 hours on opioid abuse and pain management.

How long does it take to get a pharmacy license in
Tennessee?
The processing time for a Tennessee pharmacy license varies, but typically it takes 4 to 6
weeks after submitting a complete application and passing all required exams.

Where can I find the application for a Tennessee
pharmacy license?
The application for a Tennessee pharmacy license can be found on the Tennessee Board of
Pharmacy’s official website under the Licensing section.

What fees are associated with obtaining a Tennessee
pharmacy license?
The initial application fee for a Tennessee pharmacy license is approximately $150, with
renewal fees around $150 every two years. Additional fees may apply for exam
registration and background checks.

Are there any restrictions for foreign-trained
pharmacists to get licensed in Tennessee?
Foreign-trained pharmacists must have their credentials evaluated by the Foreign



Pharmacy Graduate Examination Committee (FPGEC), pass the TOEFL if required, and
then pass the NAPLEX and MPJE exams to be eligible for licensure in Tennessee.

Additional Resources
1. Tennessee Pharmacy Law and Licensing Guide
This comprehensive guide covers all essential aspects of pharmacy law and licensing
requirements specific to Tennessee. It includes detailed information on the application
process, renewal procedures, and regulatory compliance. Ideal for both new applicants
and practicing pharmacists aiming to stay updated on state laws.

2. Pharmacy Practice in Tennessee: Rules and Regulations
This book provides an in-depth look at the rules and regulations governing pharmacy
practice within Tennessee. It discusses the role of the Tennessee Board of Pharmacy,
controlled substances regulations, and patient safety protocols. A valuable resource for
pharmacists, pharmacy technicians, and students.

3. Preparing for the Tennessee Pharmacy Jurisprudence Exam
Designed to help candidates pass the Tennessee Pharmacy Jurisprudence Exam, this study
guide includes practice questions, detailed explanations, and test-taking strategies. It
covers state-specific laws, ethical considerations, and recent legislative updates. A must-
have for anyone seeking licensure in Tennessee.

4. Tennessee Pharmacy Technician Licensing Handbook
Focusing specifically on pharmacy technicians, this handbook outlines the licensing
requirements, certification process, and continuing education mandates in Tennessee. It
also provides tips for career advancement and compliance with state regulations. Suitable
for both aspiring and practicing technicians.

5. Ethics and Professionalism in Tennessee Pharmacy
This book explores the ethical standards and professional responsibilities expected of
pharmacists licensed in Tennessee. Through case studies and regulatory references, it
highlights challenges faced in practice and the importance of maintaining integrity. An
essential read for fostering ethical pharmacy practice.

6. The Tennessee Controlled Substances Act Explained
A detailed examination of Tennessee’s Controlled Substances Act, this book explains
classification, prescription requirements, and enforcement policies. It is designed to help
pharmacists navigate the complexities of controlled substances management and avoid
legal pitfalls. Useful for practitioners and legal advisors alike.

7. Continuing Education for Tennessee Pharmacists
This resource outlines the continuing education requirements mandated by the Tennessee
Board of Pharmacy. It offers guidance on approved courses, documentation tips, and
strategies to fulfill CE obligations efficiently. Perfect for licensed pharmacists committed
to maintaining their credentials.

8. Pharmacy Licensing Procedures: Tennessee Edition
An essential manual detailing every step involved in obtaining and maintaining a
pharmacy license in Tennessee. It covers application forms, fees, background checks, and



inspection processes. This book serves as a practical checklist for applicants and license
holders.

9. Pharmacy Board Discipline and Compliance in Tennessee
This book examines the disciplinary actions and compliance expectations enforced by the
Tennessee Board of Pharmacy. It reviews common violations, hearing procedures, and
corrective measures to help pharmacists avoid sanctions. A critical guide for
understanding professional accountability in Tennessee pharmacy practice.
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