
the broad goal of a speech
the broad goal of a speech is to effectively communicate a message to an audience with the intent
of informing, persuading, or entertaining. Understanding this overarching objective is essential for
crafting speeches that resonate and achieve their desired outcomes. Whether a speaker aims to
inspire action, share valuable information, or simply engage listeners through storytelling, the broad
goal shapes the structure, style, and delivery of the speech. This article explores the fundamental
purposes behind speeches, the ways speakers can align their content to meet these goals, and
practical strategies for success. By examining the broad goal of a speech in detail, readers can gain
insight into the critical elements that contribute to impactful public speaking. The discussion includes
the main types of speeches, the importance of audience analysis, and the techniques that enhance
clarity and engagement.
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Understanding the Broad Goal of a Speech
The broad goal of a speech serves as the primary purpose that guides every aspect of the speaking
process. It answers the fundamental question: What does the speaker hope to accomplish? This goal
influences the selection of content, tone, language, and delivery methods. In public speaking, goals
typically fall into three major categories: to inform, to persuade, and to entertain. Recognizing the
broad goal early in the preparation phase helps speakers maintain focus and coherence throughout
their presentation.

The Importance of Defining a Clear Goal
Defining a clear broad goal is critical because it establishes direction and clarity. Without a well-
defined goal, a speech may lack cohesion, making it difficult for the audience to follow or retain the
message. A clear goal ensures that every element of the speech aligns with the intended outcome,
whether it is educating the audience on a new topic, convincing them to adopt a viewpoint, or
providing enjoyable content. Furthermore, a clear goal facilitates the measurement of a speech’s
effectiveness after delivery.



How the Broad Goal Influences Speech Structure
The structure of a speech is heavily influenced by its broad goal. For example, an informative speech
often follows a logical sequence of facts, definitions, and explanations to enhance understanding. A
persuasive speech, on the other hand, incorporates arguments, evidence, and emotional appeals to
motivate change. An entertaining speech may prioritize narrative techniques, humor, and dramatic
elements to captivate listeners. Understanding the broad goal allows the speaker to choose the most
appropriate organizational framework.

Main Types of Speech Goals
Speech goals generally fall into three primary categories: informative, persuasive, and entertaining.
Each type serves a distinct purpose and demands specific approaches to content development and
delivery. Recognizing these main types helps speakers tailor their messages effectively to meet
audience expectations and achieve desired results.

Informative Speeches
The primary goal of an informative speech is to educate the audience by presenting facts, data, and
explanations. Informative speeches aim to increase knowledge and understanding without attempting
to influence opinions or behaviors. Examples include lectures, briefings, and instructional
presentations.

Persuasive Speeches
Persuasive speeches seek to influence the audience’s attitudes, beliefs, or actions. They often involve
presenting arguments, counterarguments, and appeals to logic or emotion. The broad goal here is to
convince listeners to adopt a specific viewpoint or take a particular course of action. Common settings
for persuasive speeches include debates, sales pitches, and advocacy presentations.

Entertaining Speeches
The goal of entertaining speeches is to engage and amuse the audience. These speeches prioritize
enjoyment, often using humor, storytelling, and vivid imagery. While entertaining speeches may also
inform or persuade, their primary focus is on providing a memorable and enjoyable experience.
Examples include after-dinner speeches and ceremonial addresses.

Audience Analysis and Its Role in Speech Goals
Understanding the audience is integral to achieving the broad goal of a speech. Audience analysis
involves gathering information about the listeners’ demographics, attitudes, knowledge level, and
expectations. This knowledge enables the speaker to tailor the message, language, and delivery style
to maximize impact.



Demographics and Psychographics
Demographic factors such as age, gender, education, and cultural background influence how a
message is received. Psychographic factors, including values, beliefs, and interests, also shape
audience response. Aligning the speech content with these characteristics helps ensure relevance and
resonance.

Adjusting the Speech Based on Audience Feedback
Effective speakers monitor audience reactions during delivery and adjust their approach accordingly.
This responsiveness can involve modifying tone, pace, or emphasis to maintain engagement and
clarify points. Incorporating audience feedback ensures that the speech remains aligned with its
broad goal.

Strategies for Achieving the Broad Goal of a Speech
Successfully achieving the broad goal of a speech requires strategic planning and execution. Several
key strategies can enhance the effectiveness of a speech by improving clarity, engagement, and
persuasion.

Clear and Concise Messaging
Clarity is paramount in communication. Speakers should organize their ideas logically, use
straightforward language, and avoid unnecessary jargon. Concise messaging helps maintain audience
attention and enhances retention of key points.

Use of Supporting Evidence
In speeches with informative or persuasive goals, supporting evidence such as statistics, examples,
and expert testimony strengthens credibility. Well-chosen evidence helps substantiate claims and
reinforces the speaker’s authority.

Engaging Delivery Techniques
Effective delivery techniques include varying vocal tone, maintaining eye contact, using appropriate
gestures, and pacing the speech to sustain interest. Engaging delivery enhances the connection with
the audience and supports the broad goal of the speech.

Incorporating Storytelling
Storytelling is a powerful tool that can be used across all types of speeches to make abstract concepts
relatable and memorable. Stories create emotional connections and illustrate points vividly, thereby
reinforcing the speech’s purpose.



Common Challenges in Meeting Speech Goals
Despite careful planning, speakers often encounter obstacles that hinder achieving the broad goal of
a speech. Identifying these challenges can help in developing strategies to overcome them.

Audience Disengagement: Lack of interest or distractions can reduce the speech’s impact.

Poor Organization: Disorganized content confuses the audience and dilutes the message.

Inadequate Preparation: Insufficient practice or research undermines confidence and
credibility.

Technical Difficulties: Problems with equipment or environment can disrupt delivery.

Language Barriers: Using overly complex language or unfamiliar terms can alienate listeners.

Addressing these challenges through thorough preparation, audience engagement techniques, and
contingency planning is essential for fulfilling the broad goal of a speech successfully.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the broad goal of a speech?
The broad goal of a speech is to inform, persuade, or entertain the audience by effectively
communicating a central message.

Why is identifying the broad goal important before preparing
a speech?
Identifying the broad goal helps the speaker focus their content, select appropriate language and
tone, and tailor their message to achieve the desired impact on the audience.

How does the broad goal influence the structure of a speech?
The broad goal determines the organization of the speech, such as whether it emphasizes facts and
explanations for informing, arguments and evidence for persuading, or stories and humor for
entertaining.

Can a speech have more than one broad goal?
While a speech can have elements of multiple goals, it is most effective when it has a clear primary
broad goal to maintain focus and clarity for the audience.



How do speakers ensure their speech aligns with the broad
goal?
Speakers ensure alignment by consistently referring back to the main objective during planning,
choosing supporting materials that reinforce the goal, and practicing delivery that resonates with the
intended purpose.

Additional Resources
1. Talk Like TED: The 9 Public-Speaking Secrets of the World’s Top Minds
This book by Carmine Gallo explores the techniques used by the best TED speakers to captivate their
audiences. It breaks down storytelling, passion, and body language into actionable tips. Readers learn
how to craft compelling speeches that inspire and engage listeners effectively.

2. Speak With No Fear: Go from a Nervous, Nauseated, and Sweaty Speaker to an Excited, Energized,
and Passionate Presenter
By Mike Acker, this book offers practical advice to overcome the fear of public speaking. It provides
strategies to build confidence and connect authentically with the audience. The author emphasizes
mindset shifts and preparation techniques to transform anxiety into enthusiasm.

3. Confessions of a Public Speaker
Scott Berkun shares humorous and insightful stories from his career as a professional speaker. The
book offers candid advice on handling unexpected challenges and improving presentation skills. It’s
an engaging read for anyone looking to enhance their public speaking abilities.

4. Made to Stick: Why Some Ideas Survive and Others Die
Authors Chip Heath and Dan Heath delve into what makes ideas memorable and impactful. This book
is valuable for speechwriters aiming to create messages that resonate long after the speech ends. It
highlights principles like simplicity, unexpectedness, and emotional connection.

5. Presentation Zen: Simple Ideas on Presentation Design and Delivery
Garr Reynolds advocates for a minimalist and clear approach to designing presentations. The book
stresses the importance of visuals and storytelling in maintaining audience interest. It guides
speakers on how to create slides and deliver speeches that are both effective and aesthetically
pleasing.

6. How to Win Friends and Influence People
Dale Carnegie’s classic work provides timeless advice on communication and persuasion. Although
not solely about public speaking, its principles help speakers build rapport and influence their
audiences. The techniques focus on empathy, active listening, and positive interactions.

7. Resonate: Present Visual Stories that Transform Audiences
Nancy Duarte emphasizes the power of storytelling and structure in presentations. This book teaches
readers how to craft narratives that create emotional connections and drive action. It’s ideal for
speakers who want to make their message more compelling and memorable.

8. Steal the Show: From Speeches to Job Interviews to Deal-Closing Pitches
Michael Port offers strategies to perform at your best in any public speaking situation. Covering
everything from preparation to delivery, the book helps readers manage stage fright and engage



audiences confidently. It’s a comprehensive guide for mastering communication in high-pressure
moments.

9. The Art of Public Speaking
Originally authored by Dale Carnegie and updated by others, this book remains a foundational text for
anyone wanting to improve their speaking skills. It covers speech organization, vocal techniques, and
audience analysis. The practical exercises included help speakers refine their style and effectiveness.
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