the man to send rain clouds

the man to send rain clouds is a poignant short story written by Leslie Marmon Silko that
explores themes of cultural conflict, tradition, and spirituality within Native American life. This
narrative intricately weaves the customs of the Pueblo people with the inevitable changes brought
by modern influences. The story centers on the interaction between Native beliefs and Western
traditions, illustrating how cultural identity is preserved and challenged. Through detailed
characters and symbolic elements, Silko portrays the tension between old and new ways of life. This
article delves into an analysis of the story’s themes, symbolism, cultural context, and its lasting
impact on literature. The exploration aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of the man to
send rain clouds, highlighting key aspects that make it a significant work in Native American
literature.
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Overview of the Story and Plot Summary

The man to send rain clouds is set in a Native American Pueblo community and revolves around the
death of an elderly man named Teofilo. The story begins with his passing and follows the efforts of
his family and local Native people to conduct traditional funeral rites. However, the narrative
introduces a cultural clash when the family encounters a Catholic priest who offers a different form
of burial ceremony. The story’s plot focuses on the blending and sometimes conflicting rituals
associated with death, spirituality, and respect for ancestors.

In the story, two young men, Leon and Ken, take responsibility for the burial preparations, including
sprinkling cornmeal and water on the grave to invite the man to send rain clouds, a figure
symbolizing rain and renewal. The interaction between the indigenous customs and the priest’s
Christian rites creates a subtle yet powerful tension that drives the narrative forward. Overall, the
story captures a moment of cultural transition and highlights the resilience of Native traditions.

Themes in the Man to Send Rain Clouds

The man to send rain clouds presents several profound themes that reflect the complexities of
cultural identity and spiritual belief systems. These themes are crucial for understanding the story’s



message and its relevance in Native American literature.

Tradition versus Modernity

A central theme in the story is the conflict between traditional Native American customs and the
encroaching influence of Western religion and modern ways of life. The characters navigate this
tension as they attempt to honor their heritage while confronting the realities of a changing world.
The juxtaposition of the Pueblo rituals with the Catholic priest’s presence highlights the challenges
in maintaining cultural continuity.

Spirituality and Connection to Nature

The story emphasizes the deep spiritual connection that the Pueblo people have with the natural
world, epitomized by the figure of the man to send rain clouds. This entity represents the life-giving
force of rain and the cyclical nature of life and death. The rituals involving cornmeal and water
underscore the belief in harmony between humans and the environment, a key aspect of indigenous
spirituality.

Death and Renewal

Death in the story is portrayed not as an end but as a transition that invites renewal and continuity.
The funeral rites serve to honor the deceased and ensure the community’s well-being through the
invocation of rain clouds. This theme is intimately tied to the natural cycles and the sustaining power
of cultural practices.

Symbolism and Cultural Significance

The man to send rain clouds is rich with symbolism that conveys the cultural values and spiritual
beliefs of the Pueblo people. Understanding these symbols is essential to grasping the story’s depth.

Cornmeal and Water

Cornmeal is a sacred substance in Pueblo culture, symbolizing life, sustenance, and the earth’s
fertility. Sprinkling cornmeal on the grave is a ritual act that connects the deceased to the land and
the spiritual realm. Water, similarly, represents purification and the essential element for life,
invoking the man to send rain clouds to bless the community with rain.

The Man to Send Rain Clouds

The title figure is a symbolic representation of rain spirits or deities that bring nourishment and
balance to the land. This figure embodies the hope for continuation and prosperity, linking the
community’s survival to their respect for nature’s cycles. The story’s title highlights the importance
of this spiritual presence in Pueblo culture.



The Catholic Priest

The priest symbolizes the Western religious influence and the imposition of new cultural norms on
indigenous communities. His role in the story illustrates the cultural and spiritual conflicts faced by
Native Americans as they navigate coexistence with dominant societal structures.

Characters and Character Analysis

The characters in the man to send rain clouds offer insight into the cultural dynamics and
generational perspectives within the Pueblo community.

Leon and Ken

Leon and Ken are the two young men who take charge of the burial preparations. Their actions
reflect a strong connection to their cultural heritage and a desire to honor traditional practices. They
represent the younger generation’s role in preserving indigenous identity despite external
pressures.

Teofilo

Teofilo, the deceased elder, symbolizes the link between past and present, tradition and continuity.
His death serves as a catalyst for the story’s exploration of cultural values and the community’s
response to loss.

The Catholic Priest

The priest’s character is portrayed with subtle complexity. While he represents an outside influence,
his intentions are not depicted as malicious but rather as an attempt to provide comfort according to
his faith. This nuanced portrayal emphasizes the complexities of cultural interaction and adaptation.

Leslie Marmon Silko: Author Background

Leslie Marmon Silko, a prominent Native American writer of Laguna Pueblo descent, is known for
her contributions to Native American literature and storytelling. Her works often explore themes of
identity, culture, and the relationship between humans and the natural world. Silko’s background
and perspective deeply inform the man to send rain clouds, imbuing the narrative with authenticity
and cultural insight.

Her writing style combines traditional storytelling techniques with modern narrative forms, allowing
her to address contemporary issues facing indigenous communities. Silko’s work has earned critical

acclaim for its poetic language and profound thematic exploration, making her a significant voice in

American literature.



Impact and Legacy of the Story

The man to send rain clouds has had a lasting impact on the representation of Native American
culture in literature. It serves as a vital example of how indigenous stories can communicate
complex cultural realities and spiritual beliefs to a broader audience.

The story is frequently studied in academic settings for its exploration of cultural conflict and its
respectful depiction of Pueblo traditions. It has inspired discussions about cultural preservation,
assimilation, and the role of storytelling in maintaining community identity.

¢ Increased awareness of Native American cultural practices

e Encouragement of cross-cultural understanding and respect

Promotion of indigenous voices in literary canons

Influence on contemporary Native American writers

Integration into educational curricula focusing on multicultural literature

Through its rich narrative and symbolic depth, the man to send rain clouds continues to resonate
with readers and scholars, highlighting the enduring significance of indigenous storytelling
traditions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The Man to Send Rain Clouds'?

The central theme of 'The Man to Send Rain Clouds' is the blending of Native American traditions
with Christian beliefs, highlighting cultural conflict and harmony.

Who are the main characters in 'The Man to Send Rain
Clouds'?

The main characters are Leon, a Native American man, his wife Teofilo, and Father Paul, a Catholic
priest.

How does 'The Man to Send Rain Clouds' explore the
relationship between Native American spirituality and
Catholicism?

The story explores this relationship by depicting the characters performing traditional Native rituals
alongside Catholic practices, showing respect for both belief systems.



What is the significance of the rain clouds in the story?

Rain clouds symbolize renewal, life, and the continuation of cultural traditions in the story, as the
characters perform rituals to bring rain after Teofilo's death.

Who wrote 'The Man to Send Rain Clouds' and when was it
published?

The story was written by Leslie Marmon Silko and was first published in 1969.

How does Leslie Marmon Silko use symbolism in the story?

Silko uses symbolism such as rain, clouds, and the blending of rituals to represent the connection
between nature, spirituality, and cultural identity.

What role does Father Paul play in ‘'The Man to Send Rain
Clouds"

Father Paul represents the Catholic Church and its sometimes rigid views, but he also shows
openness and respect towards Native traditions by allowing the rituals to coexist.

How does 'The Man to Send Rain Clouds' address cultural
conflict?

The story addresses cultural conflict by portraying differing funeral rites and beliefs, yet ultimately
suggests the possibility of coexistence and mutual respect.

Why is 'The Man to Send Rain Clouds' considered important in
Native American literature?

'The Man to Send Rain Clouds' is important because it authentically represents Native American
perspectives, challenges stereotypes, and highlights the complexity of cultural identity.

Additional Resources

1. Bless Me, Ultima

This novel by Rudolfo Anaya explores the coming-of-age story of Antonio Mérez y Luna, a young boy
growing up in New Mexico. The book delves into themes of cultural identity, spirituality, and the
clash between indigenous beliefs and Catholicism. Much like "The Man to Send Rain Clouds," it
highlights Native American and Hispanic traditions in the Southwest.

2. Ceremony

Written by Leslie Marmon Silko, "Ceremony" centers on Tayo, a Native American World War II
veteran struggling with trauma and a fractured identity. The novel intertwines traditional Laguna
Pueblo stories with contemporary issues, emphasizing healing through cultural rituals. It shares
thematic elements with "The Man to Send Rain Clouds" in its portrayal of indigenous spirituality.



3. The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian

Sherman Alexie's semi-autobiographical novel follows Junior, a Native American teenager who
transfers to an all-white high school. The story tackles themes of identity, poverty, and hope with
humor and poignancy. Alexie’s work, like "The Man to Send Rain Clouds," offers insight into Native
American life and cultural challenges.

4. Shadow of the Wind

While not directly related to Native American themes, Carlos Ruiz Zafén’s novel captures the
mystical and atmospheric storytelling style that fans of "The Man to Send Rain Clouds" might
appreciate. Set in post-war Barcelona, it weaves mystery, history, and the power of stories into a
richly layered narrative.

5. House Made of Dawn

N. Scott Momaday’s Pulitzer Prize-winning novel tells the story of Abel, a young Native American
man returning home from World War II. The book explores themes of alienation, cultural dislocation,
and the struggle to reconnect with tribal traditions. It is a seminal work in Native American
literature, resonating with the spiritual and cultural concerns seen in "The Man to Send Rain
Clouds."

6. Tracks

Written by Louise Erdrich, "Tracks" is a novel about Native American life in the early 20th century,
focusing on the intertwined lives of several characters on a reservation. The narrative explores
themes of tradition, change, and resilience. Like "The Man to Send Rain Clouds," it highlights the
importance of cultural practices and spiritual beliefs.

7. Love Medicine

Another novel by Louise Erdrich, "Love Medicine" is a collection of interconnected stories about
Chippewa families in North Dakota. The book addresses themes of love, loss, and cultural identity,
offering a complex portrayal of Native American life. Its emphasis on family and tradition
complements the themes in "The Man to Send Rain Clouds."

8. The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven

Sherman Alexie’s collection of interconnected short stories presents a raw and often humorous look
at modern Native American life. The stories explore identity, poverty, and the struggle to maintain
cultural heritage. The work’s focus on indigenous experience and narrative style aligns with the
spirit of "The Man to Send Rain Clouds."

9. Indian Killer

David Treuer’s novel is a psychological thriller that delves into the complexities of Native American
identity in contemporary urban America. It challenges stereotypes and explores themes of violence,
alienation, and cultural survival. This intense narrative provides a modern perspective on Native
American issues, complementing the cultural exploration found in "The Man to Send Rain Clouds."
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