treaty of medicine lodge

treaty of medicine lodge refers to a series of agreements signed in 1867 between the United
States government and several Native American tribes in the southern Great Plains. These treaties
aimed to establish peace and define boundaries between Native American territories and lands open
to white settlers. The agreements were signed near Medicine Lodge Creek in Kansas, involving tribes
such as the Kiowa, Comanche, Apache, Arapaho, and Cheyenne. The treaty of Medicine Lodge played
a significant role in the broader context of westward expansion, Native American relations, and U.S.
Indian policy during the 19th century. This article explores the historical background, key provisions,
consequences, and legacy of the treaty, providing a comprehensive understanding of its impact on
Native American tribes and American history.
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Historical Background of the Treaty of Medicine Lodge

The treaty of Medicine Lodge emerged during a period of intense conflict between Native American
tribes and the expanding United States. Throughout the mid-19th century, increasing numbers of
settlers moved westward into territories traditionally inhabited by Plains tribes. This expansion led to
frequent clashes over land, resources, and cultural differences. The U.S. government sought to reduce
hostilities by negotiating treaties that would confine Native Americans to designated reservations and
open other lands for settlement.

In 1867, the U.S. government organized negotiations near Medicine Lodge Creek in Kansas, aiming to
establish peace and formalize territorial boundaries. The meeting brought together representatives
from several Southern Plains tribes and federal officials, including commissioners appointed by the
President. The backdrop of ongoing violence and the government's desire to assert control over the
region heavily influenced the treaty discussions.

Context of U.S. Indian Policy in the 1860s

During the 1860s, U.S. Indian policy focused on relocating Native Americans to reservations to
facilitate westward expansion and reduce warfare. The government pursued treaties that aimed to
confine tribes to smaller, defined areas while promoting assimilation through agriculture and
education. The treaty of Medicine Lodge was part of this broader strategy to stabilize relations and
open lands for railroads, farming, and settlement.



Events Leading to the Treaty Negotiations

Prior to the treaty, violent encounters such as raids and retaliations had escalated tensions between
Native Americans and settlers. Military campaigns against tribes further heightened the urgency for
peace agreements. The Medicine Lodge negotiations represented a concerted effort by both sides to
resolve conflicts and establish a framework for coexistence.

Key Provisions of the Treaty

The treaty of Medicine Lodge consisted of several key provisions designed to address land rights,
peace commitments, and the future livelihood of the Native American tribes involved. These
provisions sought to balance U.S. governmental interests with the tribes’ need for security and
autonomy.

Land Cessions and Reservation Boundaries

One of the treaty’s primary aspects was the delineation of reservation lands for each signatory tribe.
The tribes agreed to cede vast portions of their traditional territories to the United States. In
exchange, the government promised to protect the remaining lands designated as reservations.
These boundaries were intended to concentrate Native American populations and facilitate
government oversight.

Peace and Non-Aggression Commitments

The treaty required the tribes to cease hostilities against settlers and U.S. military forces. Both parties
pledged to maintain peace and avoid violent conflicts. The agreement also included provisions for the
return of captives and the restoration of stolen property to reduce tensions and foster goodwill.

Government Support and Supplies

The United States government committed to providing supplies, including food, clothing, and tools, to
support the tribes on their reservations. Additionally, the treaty stipulated efforts to encourage Native
Americans to adopt agriculture and other sedentary lifestyles as part of their transition from nomadic
hunting to farming communities.

Native American Tribes Involved

The treaty of Medicine Lodge involved several prominent Southern Plains tribes, each with distinct
cultures and histories. These tribes had long occupied the region and maintained complex social and
political structures.



Kiowa Tribe

The Kiowa were one of the principal tribes involved in the treaty. Known for their warrior culture and
skilled horsemanship, the Kiowa had a significant presence in the southern plains. They negotiated
terms that recognized their rights to reservation lands while attempting to preserve aspects of their
traditional way of life.

Comanche Tribe

The Comanche, historically dominant in the southern plains, played a central role in the treaty
negotiations. As fierce defenders of their territory, the Comanche faced increasing pressure from U.S.
forces and settlers. The treaty required them to accept reservation boundaries and commit to peace.

Apache, Arapaho, and Cheyenne Tribes

Other tribes involved included the Apache, Arapaho, and Cheyenne. Each group brought distinct
interests and concerns to the negotiations. The treaty sought to address the diverse needs of these
tribes while achieving the U.S. government’s overarching goals of peace and land control.

Impact and Consequences of the Treaty

The treaty of Medicine Lodge had profound effects on Native American communities and U.S.
expansion efforts. While it temporarily reduced large-scale conflict, the treaty’s implementation faced
numerous challenges.

Short-Term Peace and Conflict Reduction

Immediately following the treaty, there was a noticeable decline in violent encounters between tribes
and settlers. The agreement provided a framework for more regulated interactions and reduced the
frequency of raids and retaliations.

Challenges in Enforcement and Compliance

Despite formal commitments, enforcement of the treaty’s terms proved difficult. Many Native
Americans resisted confinement to reservations, and some groups continued traditional hunting and
raiding practices. Additionally, delays and inadequacies in government supply provisions undermined
trust and compliance.

Long-Term Effects on Native American Societies

The treaty contributed to significant cultural and social changes among the tribes. Forced relocation
disrupted traditional nomadic lifestyles and economies based on buffalo hunting. The push toward
agriculture and assimilation altered community structures and identities over subsequent decades.



Legacy and Historical Significance

The treaty of Medicine Lodge remains a critical episode in the history of Native American and U.S.
relations. It exemplifies the complexities of treaty-making, cultural conflict, and the consequences of
westward expansion.

Symbol of U.S. Indian Policy in the 19th Century

This treaty illustrates the broader patterns of U.S. Indian policy aimed at controlling Native American
populations through land cessions, reservations, and forced assimilation. It reflects the tensions
between governmental objectives and indigenous sovereignty.

Influence on Subsequent Treaties and Policies

The treaty set precedents for later agreements and policies involving Native American tribes. Lessons
learned from its successes and failures informed future negotiations and the evolving relationship
between the federal government and indigenous peoples.

Continuing Cultural and Historical Importance

Today, the treaty of Medicine Lodge is studied as a vital part of Native American history and U.S.
expansion. It serves as a reminder of the challenges faced by indigenous populations and the lasting
impact of 19th-century treaties on tribal nations.

Negotiations held near Medicine Lodge Creek, Kansas, in 1867

Involved tribes: Kiowa, Comanche, Apache, Arapaho, Cheyenne

e Key provisions included land cessions, peace commitments, and government support

Short-term peace followed by enforcement challenges

Significant cultural and social impacts on Native American tribes

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the Treaty of Medicine Lodge?

The Treaty of Medicine Lodge was a series of agreements signed in 1867 between the United States
government and several Native American tribes, including the Kiowa, Comanche, Apache, Arapaho,
and Cheyenne, aimed at relocating these tribes to reservations in present-day Oklahoma.



When and where was the Treaty of Medicine Lodge signed?

The Treaty of Medicine Lodge was signed in October 1867 near Medicine Lodge Creek in Kansas.

Which Native American tribes were involved in the Treaty of
Medicine Lodge?

The tribes involved were primarily the Kiowa, Comanche, Apache, Arapaho, and Cheyenne.

What were the main terms of the Treaty of Medicine Lodge?

The main terms included the tribes agreeing to move to reservations in Indian Territory (present-day
Oklahoma), cease hostilities against settlers, and allow the construction of roads and forts, in
exchange for government provisions such as food, supplies, and protection.

Why was the Treaty of Medicine Lodge important?

The treaty was important because it represented an attempt by the U.S. government to end conflicts
with Plains tribes by confining them to reservations, although it ultimately failed to prevent further
violence and displacement.

Did the Treaty of Medicine Lodge successfully end conflicts
between Native Americans and settlers?

No, despite the treaty, conflicts and violence continued due to misunderstandings, broken promises,
and resistance by some Native American groups.

How did the Treaty of Medicine Lodge affect Native American
tribes?

The treaty forced many Native Americans to leave their traditional lands and lifestyles, confining them
to reservations and disrupting their cultural and economic systems.

What role did the U.S. government play in the Treaty of
Medicine Lodge?

The U.S. government negotiated the treaty to facilitate westward expansion, aiming to relocate
Native American tribes onto reservations and reduce conflicts with settlers.

Additional Resources

1. The Treaty of Medicine Lodge: A Turning Point in Native American History

This book explores the historical context and significance of the Treaty of Medicine Lodge, signed in
1867. It delves into the negotiations between the United States government and the Plains tribes,
highlighting the promises made and broken. The author provides a detailed account of how the treaty
impacted Native American communities and the subsequent conflicts that arose.



2. Plains Indians and the Medicine Lodge Treaty

Focusing on the perspectives of the Plains tribes involved, this work examines the cultural and
political ramifications of the treaty. It discusses the motivations behind tribal leaders agreeing to the
treaty and the challenges they faced afterward. The book also addresses the broader implications for
Native American sovereignty and U.S. expansion.

3. Negotiating Peace: The Treaty of Medicine Lodge and Its Aftermath

This title provides a comprehensive analysis of the negotiation process leading up to the treaty and
the immediate effects on both Native Americans and settlers. It includes primary source documents
and testimonies from key figures. The aftermath section covers the treaty’s failure to prevent
violence and forced relocations.

4. The Medicine Lodge Treaty and the Indian Wars

This book connects the treaty to the series of conflicts known as the Indian Wars, illustrating how
broken promises led to increased hostilities. It offers insight into military strategies, tribal resistance,
and government policies during this turbulent period. Readers gain a clearer understanding of the
treaty’s role in shaping the course of these wars.

5. Voices of the Plains: Oral Histories from the Medicine Lodge Treaty Tribes

Through collected oral histories, this book gives voice to the Native Americans affected by the treaty.
It presents personal stories that reveal the human side of historical events often told from a
governmental perspective. The narratives highlight resilience, loss, and adaptation in the face of
changing circumstances.

6. Bound by Words: Legal and Political Dimensions of the Medicine Lodge Treaty

This scholarly work examines the legal language of the treaty and its interpretation over time. It
discusses the treaty’s place within U.S. Indian law and its influence on subsequent legislation. The
author critiques the treaty’s enforcement and the legal battles stemming from treaty violations.

1. Medicine Lodge Creek and the Making of the American West

Focusing on the geographic and environmental context, this book situates the treaty within the
broader story of westward expansion. It explores how the treaty affected land use, settlement
patterns, and Native American displacement. The narrative ties environmental history with political
and social change.

8. Chiefs and Commissioners: Leadership at the Medicine Lodge Treaty Negotiations

This title profiles the key leaders on both sides of the negotiations, highlighting their strategies and
challenges. It provides biographical sketches of prominent Native American chiefs and U.S.
government officials. The book sheds light on the complexities of leadership during a pivotal historical
moment.

9. Echoes of Medicine Lodge: The Treaty’s Legacy in Modern Native American Communities

This contemporary analysis looks at the long-term effects of the treaty on descendant communities
today. It explores issues such as land rights, cultural preservation, and legal struggles. The author
connects historical events to ongoing efforts for justice and reconciliation.
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