university of colorado football
coaches history

university of colorado football coaches history traces a rich legacy of
leadership, strategy, and transformation within college football. The
University of Colorado Boulder has been home to numerous influential coaches
whose contributions have shaped the Buffaloes into a respected program. From
early pioneers to modern tacticians, the coaching history reflects periods of
growth, challenges, and triumphs. This article explores the key figures,
their coaching philosophies, significant achievements, and the evolving
nature of the football program. Detailed insights into prominent head
coaches, coaching eras, and their impact on Colorado football provide a
comprehensive understanding of this legacy. Additionally, the article
highlights noteworthy seasons, coaching milestones, and the broader context
of college football during these tenures.

e Early Years and Foundational Coaches

e The Bill McCartney Era

e Post-McCartney Transition and Recent Coaches
e Coaching Philosophy and Program Development

e Notable Achievements and Legacy

Early Years and Foundational Coaches

The early years of the University of Colorado football program were marked by
foundational coaches who laid the groundwork for future success. During the
late 19th and early 20th centuries, football was emerging as a collegiate
sport, and Colorado's coaches were instrumental in establishing team identity
and competitive standards. These initial leaders balanced the evolving rules
of the game with limited resources, helping to cultivate local interest and
institutional support.

First Head Coaches and Program Inception

The University of Colorado fielded its first football team in 1890. Early
coaches, often serving short terms, focused on organizing the team and
developing basic play styles reflective of the era. Figures such as Fred
Folsom, who served multiple terms, became central to the program’s formative
years. Folsom’s tenure is particularly notable for his longevity and



influence on Colorado football’s playing style and culture.

Fred Folsom’s Impact

Fred Folsom is a seminal figure in the university’s coaching history, serving
as head coach in three separate stints between 1895 and 1915. His leadership
helped establish Colorado as a competitive force in the Rocky Mountain
region. Folsom’s emphasis on discipline, fundamentals, and innovation on the
field contributed to a winning tradition. The university’s football stadium
was later named Folsom Field in his honor, reflecting his enduring legacy.

The Bill McCartney Era

The most defining period in the university of colorado football coaches
history is the Bill McCartney era, spanning from 1982 to 1994. McCartney
transformed the Buffaloes into a national contender and left an indelible
mark on the program with his strategic acumen and recruiting prowess. Under
his guidance, Colorado achieved unprecedented success including conference
titles and a national championship.

Rise to Prominence

When Bill McCartney took over, the program was struggling to maintain
consistency. He implemented a disciplined, physical style of play and focused
on building a strong defense, which became a hallmark of Colorado teams
during his tenure. McCartney’s recruiting efforts brought in key players who
elevated the team’s competitiveness within the Big Eight Conference and on
the national stage.

1989 National Championship

The pinnacle of McCartney’s coaching career was the 1989 season when Colorado
won the national championship. The team’s success was driven by a balanced
offense and a stifling defense, culminating in a victory over Notre Dame in
the Orange Bowl. This achievement solidified Colorado’s place among elite
college football programs and remains a highlight in the university of
colorado football coaches history.

Post-McCartney Transition and Recent Coaches

Following Bill McCartney’s retirement in 1994, the University of Colorado
experienced a period of transition with several coaching changes. The program
sought to maintain its competitive edge while adapting to the evolving
landscape of college football. Recent coaches have faced challenges such as



conference realignment, recruiting battles, and shifts in playing style.

Coaching Changes and Challenges

Coaches like Rick Neuheisel, Gary Barnett, Dan Hawkins, and Mike MacIntyre
each brought distinct approaches to the program. Neuheisel'’s tenure was
marked by moderate success but also controversy, whereas Barnett led the team
to some bowl games but faced NCAA sanctions. Dan Hawkins struggled to
replicate earlier successes, while Mike MacIntyre revitalized the team with
an emphasis on culture and defense, culminating in a 10-win season in 2016.

Current Coaching Landscape

The university continues to seek leadership that can restore sustained
success and national relevance. Recent hires reflect a commitment to
strategic innovation, player development, and recruiting excellence. The
ongoing evolution of the coaching staff underscores the dynamic nature of the
program and its ambition to build on its rich history.

Coaching Philosophy and Program Development

The university of colorado football coaches history showcases a variety of
coaching philosophies that have influenced the program’s development. From
early emphasis on fundamentals to modern strategies prioritizing speed and
versatility, each coach has contributed to the team’s identity.

Defensive Prowess and Discipline

One consistent theme throughout Colorado’s coaching history is a focus on
strong defense and disciplined play. Coaches like Bill McCartney and Mike
MacIntyre emphasized defensive schemes that disrupted opponents and created
turnover opportunities. This philosophy has often been a foundation for
Colorado’s competitive success.

Recruiting and Player Development

Effective recruiting has been critical to the program’s achievements. Coaches
have sought to attract talented athletes who fit the team’s culture and
system. Player development programs under various coaches have also aimed to
maximize individual potential, preparing athletes for both collegiate success
and professional opportunities.



Notable Achievements and Legacy

The legacy of the university of colorado football coaches history is
reflected in numerous achievements and milestones. From conference
championships to bowl victories, these accomplishments highlight the impact
of coaching leadership on the program’s stature.

Conference Championships and Bowl Games

Several coaches have guided the Buffaloes to conference titles and postseason
appearances. Key achievements include:

Multiple Big Eight Conference championships under Bill McCartney

Victory in the 1990 Orange Bowl securing the 1989 national championship

Numerous bowl game appearances across different coaching eras

Strong showings in the Pac-12 Conference following realignment

Enduring Influence on College Football

The coaching history at Colorado has contributed to broader trends in college
football, including innovations in defensive strategy and program culture
building. Many former coaches and players have gone on to impact the sport as
professionals, further extending the university’s influence. The tradition of
coaching excellence remains a cornerstone of the Buffaloes’ identity.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first head coach of the University of
Colorado football team?

The first head coach of the University of Colorado football team was Fred
Folsom, who coached the team starting in 1895.

Which University of Colorado football coach has the
most wins in the program's history?

Bill McCartney holds the record for the most wins as head coach of the
University of Colorado football team, with 93 victories from 1982 to 1994.



Which University of Colorado football coach led the
team to a national championship?

Bill McCartney led the University of Colorado football team to a national
championship in 1990.

Who was the head coach of the University of Colorado
foothall team before Karl Dorrell?

Mike MacIntyre was the head coach of the University of Colorado football team
before Karl Dorrell, serving from 2013 to 2018.

How has the coaching history of the University of
Colorado football program evolved in recent years?

In recent years, the University of Colorado football program has seen several
coaching changes, including the hiring of Karl Dorrell in 2020, aiming to
rebuild the team and return to competitive prominence in the Pac-12
Conference.

Additional Resources

1. Buffs on the Sidelines: A History of University of Colorado Football
Coaches

This comprehensive book chronicles the coaching legacy of the University of
Colorado football program from its inception through the modern era. It
highlights the contributions and challenges faced by each head coach,
providing insights into their leadership styles and the evolution of the
team. Readers will gain a deeper understanding of how coaching decisions
shaped the Buffaloes' identity and success on the field.

2. Rocky Mountain Gridiron: The Coaches Who Built Colorado Football

Focusing on the pivotal figures behind the Colorado Buffaloes, this book
explores the strategic minds and personalities that guided the team through
decades of competition. It offers detailed profiles of legendary coaches and
their impact on the program's culture and achievements. The narrative blends
historical context with anecdotes from players and staff to paint a vivid
picture of the coaching legacy.

3. Buffaloes in Charge: Leadership Through the Years at CU Football

This title delves into the leadership philosophies of University of Colorado
football coaches and how they influenced team dynamics and performance. It
examines the highs and lows of various coaching tenures, emphasizing
leadership lessons and team-building strategies. The book serves as both a
historical account and a study of effective coaching in collegiate sports.

4. From Field to Fame: The Coaches Who Shaped Colorado Football
Highlighting the most influential coaches in CU football history, this book



traces their journeys from recruitment to their lasting impact on the
program. It provides a balanced view of successes and setbacks, showing how
each coach contributed to the team's legacy. The work includes interviews and
personal stories that reveal the human side of coaching at a major
university.

5. The Buffaloes’ Playbook: Strategies and Stories of CU Football Coaches
This book offers an in-depth look at the tactical innovations and game plans
introduced by University of Colorado football coaches over the years. It
combines technical analysis with storytelling to explain how coaching
decisions influenced key games and seasons. Fans and football enthusiasts
will appreciate the behind-the-scenes perspective on the Buffaloes’
strategies.

6. Legacy of Leadership: The University of Colorado Football Coaching
Tradition

Examining the enduring leadership traditions at CU, this book explores how
successive coaches maintained and evolved the football program’s values and
objectives. It discusses how coaching legacies were built and preserved,
highlighting moments that defined the Buffaloes’ competitive spirit. The book
also addresses the challenges of maintaining excellence in a changing
collegiate sports environment.

7. Buffaloes Under the Helmet: Inside the CU Football Coaching Era

This insider’s look reveals the day-to-day realities of coaching the
University of Colorado football team. Through interviews, locker room
stories, and game-day experiences, readers gain a personal view of the
pressures and triumphs coaches faced. The book captures the emotional and
strategic complexities involved in leading a major college football program.

8. Coaching the Buffaloes: A Century of University of Colorado Football
Spanning over 100 years, this book offers a detailed historical narrative of
CU football coaches and their contributions. It places the program's coaching
history within the broader context of college football’s evolution. Rich with
photographs and archival materials, the book is a valuable resource for
historians and sports fans alike.

9. Gridiron Guides: The Evolution of University of Colorado Football Coaches
This work traces the development of coaching styles and philosophies at
Colorado, highlighting how changes in the sport influenced the program’s
leadership. It analyzes how different coaches adapted to new challenges, from
recruiting trends to rule changes. The book provides a thoughtful examination
of how coaching at CU evolved to meet the demands of modern college football.
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