
usaf 24th special tactics squadron
usaf 24th special tactics squadron stands as one of the most elite and versatile units within the
United States Air Force. Known for its specialized capabilities in combat control, reconnaissance,
and direct action missions, the 24th Special Tactics Squadron (24th STS) plays a critical role in
modern military operations. This unit combines tactical air control party (TACP) operators, combat
controllers, pararescuemen, and special reconnaissance personnel to execute a wide array of highly
specialized tasks in hostile and complex environments. The 24th STS is renowned for its ability to
integrate air and ground operations, providing critical support for joint special operations forces
worldwide. This article explores the history, mission, organizational structure, training, and notable
operations of the usaf 24th special tactics squadron, detailing its importance within the broader
context of U.S. military special operations. The following sections provide an in-depth examination of
this distinguished unit’s capabilities and contributions.
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History and Formation
The usaf 24th special tactics squadron traces its roots back to the establishment of specialized Air
Force units designed to support joint operations and unconventional warfare. The squadron was
officially activated to consolidate various special tactics capabilities under a single command, aiming
to enhance the Air Force’s ability to conduct high-risk missions in diverse environments. Over the
decades, the 24th STS has evolved from a primarily air traffic control and communications unit into
a multifaceted special operations force. This transformation reflects the increasing complexity of
modern warfare and the need for agile, highly trained personnel capable of executing precise and
often covert missions.

Mission and Operational Roles
The primary mission of the usaf 24th special tactics squadron is to conduct special operations that
integrate air and ground combat capabilities. The squadron specializes in providing combat control,
reconnaissance, and precision strike coordination in support of joint special operations forces. Their



operational roles include establishing assault zones, directing air strikes, providing critical
battlefield medical care, and conducting personnel recovery missions. The 24th STS operates in a
wide variety of environments, from urban settings to remote and hostile territories, often behind
enemy lines.

Combat Control
Combat controllers within the 24th STS are expert air traffic controllers trained to operate in
austere and hostile environments. They are responsible for establishing landing zones, coordinating
air support, and guiding aircraft during complex missions. Their ability to manage airspace in
combat zones is vital for the success of joint operations and the safety of ground forces.

Pararescue Operations
Pararescuemen, also known as PJs, are specialized in personnel recovery and emergency medical
treatment. They are trained to rescue and provide life-saving care to injured personnel in combat or
otherwise inaccessible areas. Their skills encompass parachuting, scuba diving, mountaineering, and
survival tactics, allowing them to operate under extreme conditions.

Special Reconnaissance
The special reconnaissance element of the 24th STS conducts surveillance and intelligence
gathering missions. These operators are skilled in advanced reconnaissance techniques, including
the use of unmanned systems, signal interception, and environmental analysis to provide actionable
intelligence to commanders.

Organization and Structure
The usaf 24th special tactics squadron is organized to maximize operational flexibility and
effectiveness. It comprises several specialized teams, each focused on a specific area of expertise.
This organizational structure enables the squadron to deploy tailored forces depending on mission
requirements and operational environments. The command hierarchy is designed to support rapid
decision-making and seamless integration with other special operations units.

Combat Control Teams (CCT)

Pararescue Teams (PJ)

Special Reconnaissance Teams (SR)

Support and Logistics Elements

Command and Control Staff



This diversified structure allows the 24th STS to operate both independently and in coordination
with other U.S. and allied military forces, delivering comprehensive special tactics capabilities.

Training and Selection Process
Selection for the usaf 24th special tactics squadron is among the most rigorous within the U.S.
military. Candidates must demonstrate exceptional physical fitness, mental resilience, and
specialized skills. The selection process includes a series of physical tests, psychological evaluations,
and extensive interviews to identify individuals capable of handling the demands of special tactics
operations.

Initial Qualification Training
Successful candidates undergo initial qualification training tailored to their specific career fields,
such as combat control, pararescue, or special reconnaissance. This training covers advanced
combat skills, airborne operations, survival techniques, medical training, and mission planning. The
duration and intensity of the training ensure that operators are prepared for the diverse challenges
they will face.

Advanced and Continuous Training
Operators in the 24th STS engage in continuous training cycles to maintain peak readiness and
proficiency. This includes live-fire exercises, joint training with other special operations forces, and
instruction in the latest technology and tactics. Emphasis is placed on adaptability, teamwork, and
mission execution under extreme conditions.

Equipment and Technology
The usaf 24th special tactics squadron utilizes state-of-the-art equipment and technology to fulfill its
diverse mission set. Operators are equipped with advanced communications gear, precision
targeting systems, and specialized weapons tailored to their operational roles. The integration of
cutting-edge technology enhances the squadron’s ability to conduct precision strikes, gather
intelligence, and execute rescue missions effectively.

Advanced Air Traffic Control and Navigation Systems

Precision-Guided Munitions Coordination Tools

Specialized Medical Equipment for Field Care

Night Vision and Thermal Imaging Devices

Unmanned Aerial Systems for Reconnaissance



These technological assets are critical force multipliers, enabling the 24th STS to operate with
exceptional efficiency and survivability in complex operational theaters.

Notable Operations and Deployments
The usaf 24th special tactics squadron has been actively involved in numerous high-profile military
operations worldwide. Its operators have participated in conflicts and missions ranging from
counterterrorism and hostage rescue to humanitarian assistance and disaster response. The
squadron’s versatility and expertise have made it an indispensable component of U.S. special
operations efforts.

Global War on Terror
Throughout operations in Afghanistan and Iraq, the 24th STS has played a pivotal role in directing
air strikes, conducting reconnaissance, and rescuing personnel. Their ability to operate alongside
Navy SEALs, Army Special Forces, and other elite units has contributed significantly to mission
success and force protection.

Humanitarian and Disaster Relief
Beyond combat, the 24th STS has supported humanitarian missions, providing critical air traffic
control and medical evacuation services during natural disasters. Their rapid deployment
capabilities allow them to establish operational footholds in devastated areas, facilitating relief
efforts and saving lives.

Impact and Future Developments
The usaf 24th special tactics squadron continues to influence the evolution of special operations
tactics and technology. Its operators’ unique blend of skills and adaptability positions the squadron
at the forefront of modern warfare challenges. Looking ahead, the 24th STS is expected to expand
its capabilities in cyber operations, unmanned systems integration, and multi-domain operations to
meet emerging threats.

Investment in advanced training programs and cutting-edge equipment ensures the squadron
remains ready to support national security objectives globally. The 24th STS exemplifies the Air
Force’s commitment to maintaining a capable and agile special tactics force prepared for the
complexities of future conflicts.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the primary mission of the USAF 24th Special Tactics
Squadron?
The primary mission of the USAF 24th Special Tactics Squadron is to conduct special operations
including direct action, special reconnaissance, personnel recovery, and combat search and rescue
in support of U.S. Air Force and joint force objectives.

Where is the USAF 24th Special Tactics Squadron based?
The USAF 24th Special Tactics Squadron is based at Pope Field, North Carolina.

What types of personnel make up the 24th Special Tactics
Squadron?
The 24th Special Tactics Squadron is composed of Special Tactics Officers, Combat Controllers,
Pararescuemen (PJs), Tactical Air Control Party (TACP) operators, and Special Reconnaissance
Airmen.

What is the historical significance of the 24th Special Tactics
Squadron?
The 24th Special Tactics Squadron has played a critical role in numerous U.S. military operations
since its activation, providing specialized skills in air-ground integration, reconnaissance, and
personnel recovery.

What kind of training do members of the 24th Special Tactics
Squadron undergo?
Members undergo rigorous training including airborne school, combat control training, pararescue
training, special reconnaissance, and advanced tactics to operate in diverse and hostile
environments.

How does the 24th Special Tactics Squadron support joint
special operations?
The squadron integrates air power with special operations forces by controlling air traffic in hostile
areas, coordinating air strikes, conducting reconnaissance, and executing rescue missions alongside
other special operations units.

What equipment is commonly used by the 24th Special Tactics
Squadron?
They utilize specialized communication gear, advanced navigation systems, weapons, parachuting
equipment, and medical supplies to carry out their missions effectively.



Has the 24th Special Tactics Squadron been involved in recent
conflicts?
Yes, the 24th Special Tactics Squadron has been actively involved in recent conflicts including
operations in Afghanistan, Iraq, and other global counterterrorism efforts.

What distinguishes the 24th Special Tactics Squadron from
other Air Force units?
The 24th Special Tactics Squadron is unique due to its blend of air traffic control, combat search and
rescue, reconnaissance, and direct action capabilities, enabling it to execute specialized and high-
risk missions.

How can one join the USAF 24th Special Tactics Squadron?
To join, candidates must enlist in the Air Force and complete rigorous selection and training
programs specific to special tactics roles, including physical fitness tests, airborne qualification, and
specialized tactical training.

Additional Resources
1. Silent Warriors: Inside the 24th Special Tactics Squadron
This book offers an in-depth look at the elite members of the USAF 24th Special Tactics Squadron,
highlighting their rigorous training, covert missions, and critical roles in special operations. Through
firsthand accounts and interviews, readers gain insight into the challenges and sacrifices these
warriors face in combat and peacetime. The narrative also explores the squadron's history and
evolution within the Air Force.

2. Shadow Ops: The Untold Stories of the 24th Special Tactics Squadron
Delving into classified operations and behind-the-scenes missions, this book reveals the secretive
world of the 24th Special Tactics Squadron. It details the squadron’s involvement in high-risk rescue
missions, direct action strikes, and intelligence gathering. The book provides a rare glimpse into the
tactics and technology that make these operators some of the most effective in the military.

3. Into the Fire: The 24th Special Tactics Squadron in Combat
Focusing on the combat deployments of the 24th Special Tactics Squadron, this title recounts
harrowing missions in Afghanistan, Iraq, and other conflict zones. It highlights the bravery and skill
of the squadron’s operators as they conduct air-to-ground coordination, combat search and rescue,
and special reconnaissance. The book combines personal stories with tactical analysis to paint a
vivid picture of modern warfare.

4. Air Commandos: The Legacy of the 24th Special Tactics Squadron
This book traces the origins and legacy of the 24th Special Tactics Squadron, emphasizing their
transformation from traditional airmen to multifaceted special operators. It covers the squadron’s
pioneering role in integrating air and ground operations and their impact on joint special operations
doctrine. Readers will find historical context alongside profiles of notable squadron members.

5. Precision and Courage: The Missions of the 24th Special Tactics Squadron



Highlighting the precision and bravery required in special tactics operations, this book focuses on
key missions executed by the 24th Special Tactics Squadron. It details the planning, execution, and
aftermath of operations that demanded exceptional skill under pressure. The narrative underscores
the squadron’s commitment to saving lives and achieving mission success in complex environments.

6. Guardians of the Sky: The Role of the 24th Special Tactics Squadron
This book explores the unique role of the 24th Special Tactics Squadron as airmen who operate on
the ground, bridging the gap between air power and special operations forces. It discusses their
capabilities in combat control, pararescue, and tactical air control party functions. Readers will gain
an understanding of how these operators enhance battlefield effectiveness and support joint forces.

7. Breaking Barriers: Women in the 24th Special Tactics Squadron
Focusing on the evolving role of women within the 24th Special Tactics Squadron, this book
chronicles their challenges, achievements, and contributions to the unit’s mission. It provides
inspiring stories of trailblazing female operators who have helped redefine the squadron’s culture
and capabilities. The book also addresses broader issues of gender integration in elite military units.

8. Night Stalkers: The 24th Special Tactics Squadron’s Night Operations
This title shines a spotlight on the squadron’s expertise in night-time operations, showcasing how
advanced technology and specialized training enable them to operate effectively in darkness. It
includes detailed accounts of night raids, reconnaissance missions, and rescue operations conducted
by the 24th. The book emphasizes the critical importance of stealth and precision in special tactics.

9. On the Edge: Training and Preparation in the 24th Special Tactics Squadron
Providing an inside look at the grueling selection and training processes, this book explains how
candidates become part of the elite 24th Special Tactics Squadron. It covers physical conditioning,
tactical skills development, and mental resilience required to succeed. Readers will appreciate the
dedication and discipline that shape these operators into world-class special tactics airmen.
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