
what happened on april 14 1865

what happened on april 14 1865 is a question that marks one of the most pivotal and tragic moments in
American history. On this day, the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln occurred, an event that
profoundly impacted the nation during the closing days of the Civil War. The date is etched in history not only
for the attack on Lincoln but also for the coordinated conspiracy involving multiple targets aimed at
destabilizing the Union government. This article delves into the significant events that transpired on April 14,
1865, exploring the assassination itself, the key figures involved, and the broader implications for the United
States. Additionally, it examines the aftermath of the shooting and how this tragic event influenced the course
of American history. The following sections provide a detailed overview of what happened on April 14, 1865,
and its enduring legacy.

The Assassination of Abraham Lincoln

John Wilkes Booth and the Conspiracy

Events Leading to the Assassination

The Immediate Aftermath and National Reaction

Legacy and Historical Significance

The Assassination of Abraham Lincoln

The Shooting at Ford’s Theatre

On the evening of April 14, 1865, President Abraham Lincoln was attending a performance of the play Our
American Cousin at Ford’s Theatre in Washington, D.C. During the third act of the play, John Wilkes Booth, a
well-known actor and Confederate sympathizer, entered the presidential box and fired a single pistol shot into
the back of Lincoln’s head. The bullet caused a fatal wound, and Lincoln was immediately rendered unconscious.
This attack shocked the nation, taking place just days after the effective end of the Civil War with General
Robert E. Lee’s surrender at Appomattox Court House.

Lincoln’s Condition and Death

Following the shooting, President Lincoln was carried across the street to the Petersen House, where doctors
tended to him through the night. Despite medical efforts, Lincoln never regained consciousness. He passed away
the following morning on April 15, 1865, at 7:22 a.m. His death marked the first assassination of a sitting
U.S. president and plunged the country into mourning during a critical period of reconstruction and healing.

John Wilkes Booth and the Conspiracy

Booth’s Motives and Background

John Wilkes Booth was a fervent supporter of the Confederacy and opposed to the abolition of slavery. He
believed that assassinating Lincoln would revive the Southern cause and destabilize the Union government.



Booth was a well-known figure in the theater world, which allowed him access to Ford’s Theatre and the
president. His deep-seated resentment toward Lincoln’s policies motivated him to plan and execute the
assassination.

The Wider Conspiracy

The assassination of Lincoln was part of a larger conspiracy orchestrated by Booth and his co-conspirators.
The plan aimed not only to kill Lincoln but also to assassinate Vice President Andrew Johnson and Secretary
of State William H. Seward. The conspirators hoped to throw the Union government into chaos to aid the
Confederate cause. While Booth succeeded in killing Lincoln, the attempts on Johnson and Seward failed:

Lewis Powell attacked Secretary of State William H. Seward but Seward survived despite severe
injuries.

George Atzerodt was assigned to kill Vice President Andrew Johnson but lost his nerve and did not
carry out the attack.

Events Leading to the Assassination

Context of the Civil War’s End

The assassination occurred just days after the Confederate surrender on April 9, 1865, which effectively
ended the American Civil War. The Union was beginning the process of reunification and reconstruction.
Lincoln’s vision for healing the nation through lenient policies toward the South was well known, and his
survival was crucial for peace. Booth and his followers viewed this as a threat to their cause and sought to
disrupt the transition.

Booth’s Escape and Manhunt

Immediately after shooting Lincoln, Booth fled the scene, escaping the theater and riding towards Southern
sympathizer hideouts. A massive manhunt ensued, involving thousands of Union soldiers and law enforcement
officers across Maryland and Virginia. Booth was located 12 days later in a barn near Port Royal, Virginia.
When he refused to surrender, the barn was set on fire, and Booth was fatally shot on April 26, 1865.

The Immediate Aftermath and National Reaction

Public Mourning and National Shock

The news of Lincoln’s assassination sent shockwaves throughout the United States and the world. Citizens
mourned the loss of a leader who had preserved the Union and abolished slavery. Lincoln’s body was
transported by a funeral train across multiple states, allowing thousands to pay their respects. His death
unified many Americans in grief and underscored the fragility of the nation’s peace.



Legal Proceedings Against Conspirators

Following the assassination, the federal government arrested and tried several conspirators involved in the
plot. The trials were conducted by a military commission, leading to convictions and executions for key figures:

Mary Surratt, the first woman executed by the U.S. federal government, was convicted of aiding Booth.1.

Lewis Powell, David Herold, and George Atzerodt were also executed for their roles.2.

Other conspirators received prison sentences or were acquitted.3.

Legacy and Historical Significance

Impact on Reconstruction

Lincoln’s assassination had a profound impact on the course of Reconstruction. His successor, Andrew
Johnson, faced significant challenges in uniting a fractured nation. The approach to Reconstruction became more
contentious and less conciliatory, leading to political strife and prolonged divisions. Lincoln’s vision for
reconciliation and healing was cut short, altering the trajectory of post-war America.

Enduring Historical Memory

The events of April 14, 1865, remain a defining moment in American history. Abraham Lincoln is remembered as a
martyr for the Union and the abolitionist cause. The assassination has been extensively studied and
commemorated, symbolizing the costs of political violence and the fragility of democracy. Ford’s Theatre and
the Petersen House stand as historical sites preserving the memory of that fateful night.

Frequently Asked Questions

What significant event happened on April 14, 1865?

On April 14, 1865, President Abraham Lincoln was assassinated by John Wilkes Booth at Ford's Theatre in
Washington, D.C.

Who was responsible for the events of April 14, 1865?

John Wilkes Booth, a Confederate sympathizer and actor, assassinated President Abraham Lincoln on April 14,
1865.

Where did the assassination of Abraham Lincoln take place on April 14,
1865?

The assassination took place at Ford's Theatre in Washington, D.C.

What was the immediate consequence of the events on April 14, 1865?

President Lincoln was shot and died the following day, April 15, 1865, leading to national mourning and



significant political impact during the Reconstruction era.

How did the public react to the assassination on April 14, 1865?

The assassination shocked the nation, leading to widespread grief, riots, and increased tensions during the
already turbulent post-Civil War period.

What happened to John Wilkes Booth after the assassination on April 14,
1865?

John Wilkes Booth fled the scene but was tracked down and killed by Union soldiers on April 26, 1865.

Additional Resources
1. American Brutus: John Wilkes Booth and the Lincoln Conspiracies
This detailed biography explores the life of John Wilkes Booth, the assassin of President Abraham Lincoln. The
author delves into Booth’s motivations and the broader conspiracy that surrounded the assassination on
April 14, 1865. Through meticulous research, the book paints a vivid picture of the political and social
turmoil of the era.

2. April 1865: The Month That Saved America
This book chronicles the final days of the American Civil War, culminating in the assassination of Lincoln. It
highlights the dramatic events leading up to and following April 14, 1865, emphasizing how these events
shaped the future of the United States. The narrative combines military history with political intrigue and
personal stories.

3. The Day Lincoln Was Shot
A gripping account focused entirely on the assassination night, this book reconstructs the moments before,
during, and after the shooting in Ford’s Theatre. It provides perspectives from eyewitnesses, conspirators, and
government officials. The author brings the tension and chaos of that fateful night to life with compelling
detail.

4. Lincoln’s Last Hours: Conspiracies, Assassination, and the Aftermath
This work examines the final hours of Lincoln’s life, the immediate fallout from the assassination, and the
manhunt for Booth and his co-conspirators. It also explores how the nation grappled with the loss of its
leader during a fragile time. The book offers insights into the political repercussions and the justice pursued
afterward.

5. Manhunt: The 12-Day Chase for Lincoln’s Killer
Focusing on the pursuit of John Wilkes Booth following the shooting, this book narrates the intense manhunt
that gripped the nation. It details the efforts of Union soldiers and detectives who tracked Booth across
several states. The story highlights the complexities of the investigation and the final confrontation.

6. Lincoln at Ford’s Theatre: The Assassination and Its Legacy
This book explores the significance of Ford’s Theatre as the site of Lincoln’s assassination and its place in
American history. It discusses the cultural and symbolic impact of the event on the nation’s collective memory.
The author also examines how the assassination influenced subsequent political developments.

7. The Lincoln Assassination: Crime and Punishment, Myth and Memory
This comprehensive study delves into the legal proceedings following Lincoln’s assassination, including the
trials of Booth’s co-conspirators. It also considers how myths and legends have shaped public understanding
of the event. The book offers a critical analysis of both historical facts and popular narratives.

8. Blood on the Moon: The Assassination of Abraham Lincoln
A vivid narrative that captures the drama and tragedy of April 14, 1865, this book combines historical detail
with a storytelling approach. The author examines the political climate, the conspirators’ plans, and the



immediate impact on the nation. It provides an engaging read for those interested in the human dimension of the
assassination.

9. Fateful Evening: The Story of Lincoln’s Assassination
This concise yet powerful account focuses on the events of the evening Lincoln was shot, highlighting key
figures and decisions. It offers a clear timeline and analysis of the assassination’s significance in American
history. The book serves as an accessible introduction for readers new to the topic.
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