
where will i go to basic training army
where will i go to basic training army is a common question among prospective soldiers
preparing to begin their military careers. Basic training, also known as boot camp, is a crucial first
step in transforming civilians into soldiers. Understanding the location of basic training helps
recruits prepare mentally and physically for the challenges ahead. This article provides detailed
information about the primary Army basic training locations, the selection process, what to expect at
each training site, and how to prepare for the transition. By exploring these facets, recruits can gain
clarity on where they will go and what their journey through Army basic training entails.

Overview of Army Basic Training Locations

Factors Influencing Training Location Assignment

Details About Each Major Army Basic Training Site

What to Expect During Basic Training

Preparing for Your Basic Training Experience

Overview of Army Basic Training Locations
The United States Army operates several major basic training installations across the country. These
locations are specifically designed to provide comprehensive entry-level training for new recruits.
The physical location where recruits will attend basic training depends on several factors including
their military occupational specialty (MOS), geographic considerations, and available training slots.
Understanding these locations is essential for prospective soldiers to anticipate where their training
will take place.

Main Army Basic Training Installations
The primary Army basic training centers currently include Fort Benning in Georgia, Fort Jackson in
South Carolina, Fort Leonard Wood in Missouri, and Fort Sill in Oklahoma. Each installation offers
tailored training programs suited to different types of recruits and specialties. These locations are
strategically dispersed to accommodate recruits from various regions and to provide specialized
instruction based on the Army’s training needs.

Purpose and Role of Each Location
Each Army training site serves a unique purpose within the overall training system. While all
locations cover fundamental soldiering skills such as physical fitness, weapons handling, and
military discipline, some sites focus on specific MOS training or provide advanced individual training
following basic training. This specialization ensures that each recruit receives the appropriate



preparation for their assigned role within the Army.

Factors Influencing Training Location Assignment
The question of where will i go to basic training army can be answered by examining the various
factors that influence the Army’s assignment process. Not every recruit has the ability to choose
their basic training location; instead, assignments are made based on operational needs and
logistical considerations.

Military Occupational Specialty (MOS)
The MOS a recruit selects or is assigned plays a significant role in determining their training
location. Certain MOSs require training at specific posts that have the necessary facilities and
instructors. For example, chemical and engineering MOSs typically train at Fort Leonard Wood,
while artillery MOSs train at Fort Sill.

Recruit’s Home Location and Available Slots
The Army often considers a recruit’s home of record or the region they enlisted from when assigning
training locations. This helps with transportation and minimizes logistical challenges. Additionally,
the availability of training slots at each installation can affect where a recruit is sent, as the Army
manages capacity to maintain effective training cycles.

Timing and Class Schedules
The timing of a recruit’s enlistment and the schedule of upcoming training classes also influence
location assignment. Some bases may have earlier or later start dates, and the Army coordinates
assignments to ensure continuous throughput of recruits into training.

Details About Each Major Army Basic Training Site
Understanding the characteristics of each major Army basic training location provides recruits with
insight into what to expect and how their training experience will be structured.

Fort Benning, Georgia
Fort Benning is one of the oldest and most well-known Army training centers. It primarily serves
infantry and armor trainees, focusing on combat skills and leadership development. This installation
offers rigorous physical training and comprehensive weapons instruction, preparing soldiers for
frontline roles.



Fort Jackson, South Carolina
Fort Jackson is the largest basic training installation in the U.S. Army. It provides entry-level
training for a wide variety of MOSs and emphasizes physical fitness, marksmanship, and Army
values. The base is known for its supportive training environment and robust resources for new
recruits.

Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri
Fort Leonard Wood specializes in training engineers, chemical specialists, and military police.
Recruits attending basic training here receive both foundational soldiering skills and MOS-specific
instruction. The base is equipped with specialized facilities to support engineering and chemical
defense training.

Fort Sill, Oklahoma
Fort Sill is the primary training site for artillery and air defense artillery soldiers. The installation
focuses heavily on weapons systems, tactical training, and technical proficiency required for these
MOSs. The training is physically demanding and highly technical to prepare soldiers for their
specialized roles.

What to Expect During Basic Training
Basic training across all Army locations shares common elements designed to transform civilians
into soldiers. Recruits should be prepared for a challenging yet rewarding experience.

Physical Fitness and Conditioning
Physical training is a daily activity at all basic training locations. Recruits engage in rigorous
exercises such as running, calisthenics, obstacle courses, and strength training to build endurance
and resilience.

Military Discipline and Customs
Recruits learn Army customs, courtesies, and discipline. This includes uniform standards, chain of
command, and teamwork principles essential for military life.

Weapons Training
Marksmanship and weapons handling are critical components of basic training. Recruits receive
instruction on the M16 or M4 rifle, safety protocols, and live-fire exercises to develop proficiency.



Classroom Instruction
Training also includes classroom sessions covering topics such as first aid, Army values, survival
skills, and basic tactical knowledge.

Field Exercises
Recruits participate in field training exercises that simulate combat scenarios to apply learned skills
in realistic environments.

Preparing for Your Basic Training Experience
Proper preparation can ease the transition into Army basic training regardless of the location.
Prospective soldiers should focus on both physical readiness and mental preparation.

Physical Preparation
Building cardiovascular endurance, strength, and flexibility before arrival will help recruits meet the
physical demands of training. Exercises such as running, push-ups, sit-ups, and swimming are
beneficial.

Mental Readiness
Understanding the challenges of basic training and maintaining a positive, disciplined mindset will
contribute to successful completion. Mental resilience is as important as physical fitness.

Administrative Preparation
Recruits should ensure all necessary paperwork, medical exams, and personal affairs are in order
prior to reporting. Packing appropriate items as advised by recruiters can also facilitate a smoother
start.

Understanding the Training Process

Familiarize yourself with the schedule and expectations of basic training.

Learn about the chain of command and how to follow orders effectively.

Prepare to adapt to a structured and disciplined environment.



Frequently Asked Questions

Where will I go for Army basic training?
Your location for Army basic training is determined by the Army and can be one of several training
centers such as Fort Benning, Georgia; Fort Jackson, South Carolina; Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri;
or Fort Sill, Oklahoma.

How does the Army decide which basic training location I will
attend?
The Army assigns your basic training location based on current class availability, your Military
Occupational Specialty (MOS), and sometimes your geographical location or personal
circumstances.

Can I choose where to go for Army basic training?
Generally, you cannot choose your basic training location as the Army assigns you to a training
facility based on their operational needs and your MOS.

What are the main Army basic training locations?
The main Army basic training locations are Fort Benning (Georgia), Fort Jackson (South Carolina),
Fort Leonard Wood (Missouri), and Fort Sill (Oklahoma). Each location specializes in certain training
programs and MOSs.

Will my MOS affect where I go to basic training?
Yes, your MOS can influence which training location you attend because some training centers
specialize in certain military occupational specialties.

How long after enlistment will I receive my basic training
location?
You typically receive your basic training location and report date a few weeks to a couple of months
after enlistment, once the Army finalizes class assignments.

Can I request to switch my basic training location once
assigned?
Requests to switch basic training locations are generally not approved unless there are exceptional
circumstances or administrative errors.

What should I do if I want to find out where I will be sent for



basic training?
You can ask your recruiter or check your enlistment contract and official Army communications,
which will include your assigned basic training location and reporting instructions.

Are there differences in training at different Army basic
training locations?
While the core basic training curriculum is standardized, some training centers may have slight
variations in facilities, environment, or secondary training programs depending on their
specialization.

Is it possible that my basic training location changes after
assignment?
Though uncommon, the Army may reassign your basic training location due to class availability,
operational needs, or unforeseen circumstances.

Additional Resources
1. Army Basic Training: What to Expect and How to Prepare
This comprehensive guide walks prospective soldiers through the entire basic training process, from
arrival to graduation. It covers physical fitness requirements, drill and ceremony, classroom
instruction, and survival skills. Readers will find tips on mental preparation and advice from
veterans who have successfully completed training.

2. The Soldier’s Journey: From Civilian to Army Recruit
This book offers an in-depth look at the transformation recruits undergo during basic training. It
highlights the challenges, growth, and camaraderie experienced in the Army training environment.
Personal stories and practical advice help new soldiers anticipate what lies ahead.

3. Boot Camp Bound: Navigating Army Basic Training Locations
Focused specifically on the different Army basic training sites across the United States, this book
helps recruits understand what to expect at each location. It includes information on Fort Benning,
Fort Jackson, Fort Leonard Wood, and others, detailing the unique aspects and specialties of each
base.

4. First Steps in the Army: A Recruit’s Guide to Basic Training
Designed for those about to enter basic training, this guide provides a clear roadmap of the training
phases and expectations. It addresses common fears and misconceptions, offering strategies to
succeed physically and mentally. The book also emphasizes the importance of teamwork and
discipline.

5. Inside Army Basic Training: A Drill Sergeant’s Perspective
Written by a former drill sergeant, this book reveals the discipline and rigor behind Army basic
training. It gives readers an insider’s view of what drill sergeants look for in recruits and how they
help mold civilians into soldiers. The author shares motivational stories and key lessons learned.



6. Army Boot Camp Survival Handbook
This practical handbook is filled with tips and tricks to survive and thrive during basic training.
From physical fitness routines to managing stress and homesickness, it prepares recruits for the
realities of boot camp life. The book also offers advice on nutrition, sleep, and building resilience.

7. Where Will I Go? Understanding Your Army Basic Training Assignment
This resource explains how the Army assigns recruits to various basic training locations and what
factors influence these decisions. It includes an overview of the training cycle, assignment process,
and what recruits can expect upon arrival. The book also outlines how to prepare for different
climates and training environments.

8. The Recruit’s Handbook: Army Basic Training Edition
A step-by-step guide tailored to new Army recruits, this handbook covers everything from packing
essentials to mastering basic soldier skills. It provides detailed checklists and schedules to help
recruits stay organized and focused throughout training. The book also highlights the importance of
mental toughness and adaptability.

9. From Civilian to Soldier: The Army Basic Training Experience
This narrative-style book chronicles the journey of several recruits as they progress through basic
training. It captures the emotional and physical challenges along with moments of triumph and
growth. Readers gain a realistic perspective on what it takes to become an Army soldier.
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