
who gave the cross of gold speech
who gave the cross of gold speech is a question that invites exploration into
a pivotal moment in American political history. The "Cross of Gold" speech is
famously attributed to William Jennings Bryan, a dominant figure in late
19th-century American politics. Delivered at the 1896 Democratic National
Convention, this speech dramatically influenced the direction of the
Democratic Party and the broader debate over monetary policy in the United
States. Understanding who gave the Cross of Gold speech requires delving into
the historical context of the era, the content and impact of the speech
itself, and the legacy it left on American politics. This article will
provide a comprehensive overview of William Jennings Bryan, the circumstances
surrounding the speech, and why it remains a significant event in U.S.
history.
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The Speaker: William Jennings Bryan

Biography and Political Career
William Jennings Bryan was an influential American politician, orator, and
lawyer born in 1860. He served as a three-time Democratic presidential
nominee and was known for his eloquent speeches and progressive views.
Bryan’s political career was marked by his advocacy for populist causes,
including the interests of farmers and laborers. His rise to national
prominence culminated at the 1896 Democratic National Convention, where he
delivered the Cross of Gold speech that would define his political legacy.

Why Bryan Delivered the Speech
Bryan emerged as a leader of the free silver movement, which opposed the gold
standard and sought to expand the money supply through the coinage of silver.
He delivered the Cross of Gold speech to rally support for bimetallism,



arguing that adhering strictly to the gold standard was detrimental to the
working class and farmers. His passionate defense of silver as a monetary
policy struck a chord with many Americans struggling economically during the
1890s.

Historical Context of the Cross of Gold Speech

Economic Conditions of the 1890s
The 1890s in the United States were characterized by economic turmoil,
including the Panic of 1893 which led to a severe depression. Unemployment
soared, and many farmers faced falling crop prices and increasing debt. The
debate over monetary policy became a central issue, with two major camps:
those supporting the gold standard and those advocating for the free coinage
of silver. This economic struggle set the stage for Bryan’s dramatic
intervention.

The Gold Standard vs. Free Silver Debate
The gold standard meant that U.S. currency was backed solely by gold, which
restricted the money supply and was favored by banks and industrialists. In
contrast, the free silver movement pushed for the inclusion of silver in the
monetary system to increase inflation and relieve debtors. This dispute
divided political parties and the nation, influencing the 1896 presidential
election and the broader economic policy discourse.

Content and Themes of the Speech

Key Messages of the Cross of Gold Speech
William Jennings Bryan’s Cross of Gold speech is famous for its vivid imagery
and persuasive rhetoric. He argued that the gold standard was a form of
oppression against the common people, likening it to a "cross of gold" on
which the nation’s working classes were being crucified. Bryan championed
bimetallism, asserting that the free coinage of silver would bring economic
relief and justice.

Rhetorical Devices and Impactful Passages
The speech employed powerful metaphors and emotional appeals. Bryan famously
declared, "You shall not crucify mankind upon a cross of gold." This line



encapsulated his argument that the gold standard was harmful and unjust. His
eloquence and passion energized the audience and helped him secure the
Democratic nomination for president later that day.

Impact and Consequences of the Speech

Immediate Political Effects
The Cross of Gold speech had an immediate and profound impact on the 1896
Democratic National Convention. Bryan’s oratory won him the nomination for
president, making him one of the youngest major party nominees in U.S.
history. The speech shifted the Democratic Party platform towards free
silver, aligning the party with populist and agrarian interests.

Long-Term Influence on American Politics
While Bryan ultimately lost the 1896 presidential election to William
McKinley, the speech marked a turning point in American political history. It
highlighted the growing political power of rural and working-class Americans
and intensified debates over monetary policy. Bryan’s advocacy laid the
groundwork for progressive reforms in the early 20th century.

Legacy of the Cross of Gold Speech

Historical Significance
The Cross of Gold speech remains one of the most famous political speeches in
American history. It encapsulates key economic and social tensions of the era
and symbolizes the struggle of populist movements against established
financial interests. Bryan’s speech is studied for its rhetorical mastery and
its role in shaping the trajectory of American democracy.

Lessons for Modern Politics
The themes of economic justice and populism in the Cross of Gold speech
resonate in contemporary political discourse. The speech serves as a reminder
of how economic policy debates can mobilize public opinion and influence
political outcomes. Bryan’s example illustrates the power of persuasive
speech in democratic processes.



William Jennings Bryan was the orator who gave the Cross of Gold speech.

The speech was delivered at the 1896 Democratic National Convention.

It addressed the heated debate over the gold standard and free silver.

The speech helped Bryan secure the Democratic presidential nomination.

Its legacy endures as a symbol of populist political advocacy in
American history.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who gave the Cross of Gold speech?
William Jennings Bryan gave the Cross of Gold speech.

When was the Cross of Gold speech delivered?
The Cross of Gold speech was delivered on July 9, 1896.

At which event was the Cross of Gold speech given?
The Cross of Gold speech was given at the 1896 Democratic National
Convention.

What was the main topic of the Cross of Gold speech?
The main topic was the advocacy for bimetallism, opposing the gold standard
and supporting the use of silver to back currency.

Why is the Cross of Gold speech historically
significant?
It is significant because it propelled William Jennings Bryan to become the
Democratic presidential nominee and marked a major moment in the debate over
monetary policy in the United States.

Additional Resources
1. William Jennings Bryan and the Cross of Gold Speech
This book explores the life and political career of William Jennings Bryan,
focusing on his famous Cross of Gold speech delivered at the 1896 Democratic
National Convention. It analyzes the speech's impact on American politics and



Bryan's role in advocating for bimetallism. Readers gain insight into the
economic and social context of the late 19th century that shaped Bryan's
message.

2. The Cross of Gold Speech: A Turning Point in American Populism
This volume delves into the historical significance of the Cross of Gold
speech and its influence on the Populist movement. It examines the speech's
rhetorical power and how it galvanized support for the free silver cause. The
book also discusses the broader implications for monetary policy debates in
the United States.

3. William Jennings Bryan: The Great Commoner
A comprehensive biography of William Jennings Bryan, this book highlights his
oratory skills, including the Cross of Gold speech, which earned him national
prominence. It covers his campaigns for the presidency, his progressive
ideals, and his enduring legacy in American politics. The narrative situates
the speech within Bryan’s broader commitment to social justice and economic
reform.

4. Money, Politics, and the Cross of Gold
This book provides an in-depth analysis of the economic issues at the heart
of the Cross of Gold speech, particularly the debate over gold versus silver
standards. It explores the political tensions between farmers, laborers, and
industrialists during the 1890s. The author presents the speech as a critical
moment in the struggle over America’s financial future.

5. The Oratory of William Jennings Bryan
Focusing on Bryan’s skills as a speaker, this book studies the style,
delivery, and content of his most famous speeches, with special attention to
the Cross of Gold address. It offers a detailed look at how Bryan’s rhetoric
inspired and mobilized audiences. The book also situates his speeches within
the tradition of American oratory.

6. Populism and the Cross of Gold: The 1896 Election
This historical account examines the 1896 presidential election, highlighting
the role of the Cross of Gold speech in shaping public opinion. It discusses
how Bryan’s stance on silver currency contrasted with William McKinley’s gold
standard platform. The book also explores the election’s lasting effects on
party politics and economic policy.

7. Voices of the Gilded Age: William Jennings Bryan and the Cross of Gold
This collection of essays provides multiple perspectives on Bryan’s Cross of
Gold speech and its context within the Gilded Age. Contributors analyze the
speech’s cultural, political, and economic dimensions. The book offers a
nuanced understanding of the era’s conflicts and the speech’s role in
articulating populist demands.

8. The Speech That Shook America: The Cross of Gold Address
This narrative recounts the events leading up to and following Bryan’s Cross
of Gold speech, emphasizing its dramatic delivery and immediate impact. It
describes the atmosphere at the 1896 Democratic Convention and the reaction



from media and political figures. The book captures the speech’s significance
as a defining moment in American history.

9. Silver and Gold: The Battle Behind the Cross of Gold Speech
This book explores the monetary policy battle that framed the Cross of Gold
speech, focusing on the economic theories and political interests involved.
It details the arguments for and against the gold standard and free silver
movements. The author provides context for understanding why Bryan’s speech
resonated with millions of Americans during a period of economic uncertainty.
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