
who has the most majors in golf

who has the most majors in golf is a question that has intrigued golf enthusiasts, historians, and sports
analysts alike for decades. Majors in golf represent the pinnacle of achievement in the sport, marking the most
prestigious championships that define a golfer’s legacy. This article explores the players who have etched their
names in history by securing the highest number of major titles. We will delve into the records held in men’s and
women’s professional golf, highlighting legendary careers and the context behind their successes. Understanding
who holds the record for the most majors in golf provides insight into the evolution of the game, the
competitive landscape, and the benchmarks for greatness. This comprehensive overview will also examine the
significance of each major and how these championships contribute to a golfer’s enduring legacy.
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Record Holders for Most Major Wins in Men’s Golf

The question of who has the most majors in golf often first brings to mind the legendary male golfers who have
dominated the sport over the decades. The record for the most major championship victories in men’s professional
golf is held by a small group of extraordinary players who have demonstrated unparalleled skill, consistency,
and mental toughness in the world’s toughest tournaments.

Jack Nicklaus: The Golden Bear

Jack Nicklaus is widely recognized as the golfer with the most major championships in men’s golf history.
Nicknamed "The Golden Bear," he amassed a total of 18 major titles during his illustrious career. His victories
spanned over two decades, from his first major win at the 1962 U.S. Open to his last at the 1986 Masters
Tournament. Nicklaus's record stands as a benchmark for excellence and has challenged subsequent generations
of golfers.

Other Notable Men’s Major Winners

While Jack Nicklaus holds the record, several other male golfers have made significant impacts with multiple
major wins. Most notably, Tiger Woods follows closely with 15 major championships, a record that reflects
his dominance in the late 1990s and 2000s. Additionally, Walter Hagen and Ben Hogan each won 9 majors,
contributing to the rich history of the sport.

Jack Nicklaus – 18 major titles

Tiger Woods – 15 major titles



Walter Hagen – 11 major titles

Bobby Jones – 7 major titles (including amateur majors)

Ben Hogan – 9 major titles

Leading Female Golfers with the Most Major Titles

The women’s professional golf circuit also boasts remarkable champions who have accumulated multiple major
championships, setting records in their own right. The number of recognized majors in women’s golf has varied
over time, but the greatest female golfers have established themselves through consistent success at the
highest level.

Katherine Graham and Patty Berg

Patty Berg is considered one of the most successful female golfers in terms of major victories, with 15 major
championships to her name. Her career spanned the 1930s to the 1950s, during which she helped elevate women’s
golf to new heights. Another significant figure is Louise Suggs, with 11 majors, while Mickey Wright, with 13
major titles, is often celebrated for her remarkable skill and technique.

Annika S�renstam and Modern Champions

In the modern era, Annika S�renstam stands out as one of the most accomplished female golfers, winning 10
major championships during her career. Her dominance in the late 1990s and early 2000s helped popularize
women’s golf globally. Other contemporary players like Inbee Park and Lorena Ochoa have also made
significant impacts with multiple major victories.

Patty Berg – 15 major titles

Mickey Wright – 13 major titles

Louise Suggs – 11 major titles

Annika S�renstam – 10 major titles

Inbee Park – 7 major titles

The Four Majors in Men’s Professional Golf

Understanding who has the most majors in golf requires familiarity with the four major championships
recognized in the men’s professional game. These tournaments are considered the most prestigious and challenging
events, attracting the world’s best players.

The Masters Tournament

Held annually at Augusta National Golf Club, the Masters is famous for its exclusive field and iconic green
jacket awarded to the champion. It is often regarded as the most prestigious of the four majors.



U.S. Open

The U.S. Open is known for its demanding course setups, testing players’ accuracy and endurance. Conducted by
the United States Golf Association (USGA), it is played on a variety of challenging courses across the
United States.

The Open Championship

Also called the British Open, this is the oldest major, dating back to 1860. Played on links courses in the UK,
it is renowned for its unpredictable weather and unique challenges.

PGA Championship

Organized by the Professional Golfers’ Association of America, the PGA Championship features a strong field
and has historically been the final major of the season, showcasing the best in professional golf.

The Masters Tournament

U.S. Open

The Open Championship (British Open)

PGA Championship

The Five Majors in Women’s Professional Golf

Women’s professional golf currently recognizes five major championships, although this number has varied
historically. These events highlight the top female talent and are critical in determining the leading figures in
women’s golf.

ANA Inspiration

Formerly known as the Kraft Nabisco Championship, the ANA Inspiration is held annually in California and is
known for its dramatic moments, including the famous leap into Poppie’s Pond by champions.

U.S. Women’s Open

The U.S. Women’s Open is the oldest and most prestigious women’s major, conducted by the USGA with a deep
field and challenging course conditions.

Women’s PGA Championship

Formerly the LPGA Championship, this major is conducted by the LPGA and features the best female
professionals competing for a significant prize and ranking points.



The Evian Championship

Added as a major in 2013, the Evian Championship takes place in France and has quickly become a key event on
the women’s tour due to its international appeal and competitive field.

The Women’s British Open

Played on links courses in the UK, this major attracts top players worldwide and is celebrated for its
challenging conditions and rich history.

ANA Inspiration

U.S. Women’s Open

Women’s PGA Championship

The Evian Championship

Women’s British Open

Factors Contributing to Major Championship Success

Winning multiple majors in golf requires a combination of talent, preparation, mental strength, and
adaptability. The greatest champions have consistently demonstrated these qualities, enabling them to succeed
on the sport’s biggest stages.

Skill and Technique

Mastery of various aspects of the game, including driving accuracy, iron play, short game, and putting, is
essential for competing at major championships, where course difficulty is intentionally heightened.

Mental Toughness and Focus

Majors often involve intense pressure and media scrutiny. Champions must maintain concentration, manage
nerves, and execute shots under stress to prevail.

Course Management and Strategy

Understanding course layouts, weather conditions, and adapting strategies during play are critical.
Successful players often possess the ability to adjust tactics round by round to optimize scoring
opportunities.

Physical Fitness

Endurance and physical conditioning help players withstand the demands of four-day events and recover
quickly between rounds, contributing to consistent performance.



Technical golf skills

Psychological resilience

Strategic course navigation

Physical conditioning

Historical Impact and Legacy of Major Winners

The golfers who hold the record for the most majors have left indelible marks on the sport. Their achievements
have influenced generations, shaped course design, and elevated the global appeal of golf.

Influence on Golf Culture

Players like Jack Nicklaus and Tiger Woods transcended the sport, becoming cultural icons whose successes
inspired millions and increased participation worldwide.

Advancements in the Game

Their careers have pushed advancements in golf technology, training methods, and competitive standards,
raising the bar for future champions.

Inspiration for Future Generations

Their legacies serve as motivational benchmarks, encouraging aspiring golfers to pursue excellence and aim for
major championship success.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who holds the record for the most major championships in golf?

Jack Nicklaus holds the record for the most major championships in golf, with a total of 18 major wins.

How many major titles has Jack Nicklaus won?

Jack Nicklaus has won 18 major titles throughout his professional golf career.

Who is second on the list for most major wins in golf?

Tiger Woods is second on the list with 15 major championships won.

Has anyone come close to Jack Nicklaus' record of 18 majors?

Tiger Woods, with 15 majors, is the closest to Jack Nicklaus' record of 18 majors.



Which major championships are included when counting 'majors' in golf?

The four majors in golf are The Masters, the PGA Championship, the U.S. Open, and The Open Championship
(British Open).

Are there any active golfers close to breaking the record for most majors?

As of now, no active golfer is very close to Jack Nicklaus' record of 18 majors; Tiger Woods, with 15, is
retired from full-time competition.

Who has the most major wins among female golfers?

Among female golfers, Patty Berg holds the record with 15 major championship wins.

Additional Resources
1. The Champions of the Green: Golf’s Greatest Major Winners
This book delves into the careers of the golfers who have dominated the major championships. It highlights
legends like Jack Nicklaus, Tiger Woods, and Walter Hagen, examining what made them exceptional. Readers will
gain insight into the records, rivalries, and moments that defined golf’s biggest tournaments.

2. Jack Nicklaus: The Golden Bear and His Record 18 Majors
A comprehensive biography focusing on Jack Nicklaus, the golfer with the most major championship wins in
history. The book explores his early life, career milestones, and the strategies that led to his unprecedented
success. It also reflects on his lasting impact on the sport of golf.

3. Tiger Woods: The Quest to Break the Major Record
Chronicling Tiger Woods’ pursuit of the all-time major wins record, this book captures the excitement and
challenges of his career. It covers his rise to stardom, dominant performances, and struggles with injuries and
personal setbacks. The narrative offers a deep look at one of golf’s most influential figures.

4. Masters, U.S. Open, The Open, PGA: The Four Pillars of Golf Majors
This book provides an in-depth overview of the four major golf tournaments and their significance. It explains
how each major challenges players differently and profiles those who have excelled consistently. The book
also discusses the historical evolution of these prestigious events.

5. Breaking the Record: Golfers Who Came Close to Most Majors
Explore the stories of golfers who nearly matched or surpassed the all-time major wins record. From legends
like Ben Hogan to modern contenders, the book highlights their remarkable achievements and near misses. It offers
perspective on the difficulty of dominating at the highest level.

6. The Evolution of Golf Majors and the Quest for Supremacy
Tracing the history of major championships from their inception to modern times, this book examines how the
pursuit of major victories has shaped golf. It looks at changes in tournament formats, player preparation, and
the rise of global competition. The narrative emphasizes how major wins define golfing greatness.

7. Golf’s Greatest Rivalries: Battling for Major Supremacy
Focused on some of the most intense rivalries in golf history, this book highlights how competition drives
players to win majors. Featuring famous duels such as Nicklaus vs. Palmer and Woods vs. Mickelson, it
showcases the drama and skill behind major victories. Readers will appreciate the human stories behind record-
breaking performances.

8. The Mental Game: How Champions Win Golf Majors
This book explores the psychological aspects that differentiate major winners from other golfers. It delves
into mindset, focus, and resilience, using examples from those with the most major titles. Practical insights and
anecdotes reveal what it takes to excel under the pressure of golf’s biggest stages.



9. From Amateur to Legend: The Journey to Major Championship Glory
Following the journeys of top major winners from their early days to their crowning moments, this book
provides inspiration and context. It highlights the dedication, training, and pivotal moments that lead to
multiple major victories. The stories celebrate the perseverance required to become a legend in golf.
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